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 Dedicatory, | 


:0nſpicuous, way palpable to othere; Theſe 
ihall praiſe you in your abſence : for my part, 
I do not fove'to praiſe 4man go his face. But 
iþthgliving hold their | peage; tbe, dead ſhall I 
Tiſc up and praiſe you. I mean thoſe many _? 
and excelicut Books, togeaber- with 01hex ©: 
rare monuments purchaſed-4t & great prices © 
which without any (olicitation as all, out: of 
mecr 4ffcion you bore to Saint Johns Cole 
ledge in Cambridge, where you were (omed 
times 4 Student. you have beſtowed on theiv 
Library; Their Library, but the moſt mage. 
nificant work, and Eternal. Monumenr' of- 
tbe Meccenas of our 4ze,; John Lord:Biſhop. 
ot Lincoln, 41d true:-lover of Learting, and: 
Patron of Schalars. [Aud: ndw # appears, ©: 
Mr. Benlowes, that yor bave leſs need off 7 
Drexe)jvs bi ſervice than befoxe, But how= — 
ſoever, I pray you, entertain bim_: Let. bins: 
have but #be hawnour- 10. wear. your Copnie: 
ſavce..; 44d-hoth He and 1 will put is apo: : 
the. file. of Thankful Remembrance, and; 
and rcgi ar, ploy ry” of your Be=s: © 
neficence, | Pardon. my' boldneſs in.thb;z'  * 
and ; command me - in what liberal ſervice: 
7a pleaſe, | 1% bs. 2 {151-50 a3; Hd 
eogpintt ode id fon eb gin cd ag uu: 
ns +: (buſt +111: + Ralph Wimertony. 
:From:Kinze:Coll 1 od 3 


' June 1, 1632, 
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B any mar, more curious in cenſuring- 


*.. whar'is done fir a-common good ra< 


ther than ftudious' himſelf zo promore it ,- 
ſhould queſtion me for. medling in anorker - 


mans profeſſion, 1 might anſwer bim in his 


own kind by way of queſtion, as Menedemus\ 


in-Terence. anſwered: Chremes finding fault 


. withbim, Tantumne abs re tuarſt ori42:bi, 
' Aliens ut cures, \eague Pibil que ad te atti-- 
nent Q- 'Haſt thou. {o..much. kiſure as to' 
meddle with-that which nothing concerns 


-'But toſatisfie thee (Courteous Reader) 


who-intendeſi;] know, withtbe-Beo toga- 


ther Honey our of this-garden.of 'Ezernity., + 
and.not Poyſon with the Spider, I holdir: 
Gr'to acquaint thee with the true occafion . 
that moved me to tranllate this book. No - 
Divinelam indeed; neither yet can be- 
if I would-never-ſofains Iwould I were 
bur worthy the name of a Phyſician! Bur | 


howſoever being deſtinated by the ſtatures 
of my:private:Coll#dge to the ſtudy of Phy- 
- fck,, inthe firit place I'thaught good: fo 


- *"4 ſpend ſome time in Arithmetich, -as being 
' _ Jneceffary inſtrument and help in my Pro= 
C=.3:Y4 c 


» 
Aa 
\ wv 


To the Reader, 
\Ffeſſion ;. In which I: made ſome propreſs, 
{hk from.Numeration, A Mien, 8h. 

. tration, Multiplication, Diviſion, Rediu- 
- ion, to the Golden Rule, or the Rule of 
. Three, The Rule of Falſhood, The Rules of 
Proportion, and the- Rules of Society, an 
the.reſt; | But the knowledg of rhis colt me 
ſo dear; thax I'was forced toileavertheRudy 
of it : For many nights togertherl was con 
ſtrained againit my will-to praiſe Numes 
r4tion oftner than I would,telling the clock, 
and could take but little reſt.  Whereupon 
I reſolved with my ſelf to leave the Ariths 
metick-$chaol, and ſo I went unto the Phy 
fick 3nd Muſick Schools,” imploring at one 
and the fame. time Hippoerdtes 'and'thi 
Muſes, For ar that time'l ivirned the firſt 


book of Hippocrates his Apboyiſms into 


Greek verles hoping to procure reſt by Phy2 


fich and the Muſich of Poetical Numbers. - 
by which I found ſome reft Indeed; CAnd 


therefore lince, Lhaye well nigh finiſhed'at 
ſpare hoursthe other fx books:;* which; \iF 
God permit; may ere long ſee light.) But 
though I found. fome ret, yer"L djd-not 
Neep ſo :ſoundly as at: other times, © $0 Þ 


left the Temple of Hippocrates and the'Mfu? 
ſes, and þexook leſkuntothess y. 


tolearn.of David divine Arithmetick whic 


cenfilterh inthe due-vundbring of: th days! et 
Sfp Gant Life, by comparing heap wth: 
. '"" Ws 


-ing true; #here Phil 


 wative, Cu 


| 24ns \Itis:Catholiconto 


To the Reader. 


the years of Eternity :: Arid ſal felt 4ipdri 


trapſlatiog - this book: of , Evernjty, And 
this I found by daily experience, tobe the 


| beft gypnoticon that ever I uſed; for'it 


brought me to reſt better thanif I had ta- 
ken Diacodion. . Thus I found the old ſay. 
ofopby ends, there Phy. 


 Gebbegine end where Thy ne, thr 


dvinzty begins 4 which I interpret thus (as 

I found rem by experience © ) wo 
Philoſophy by accidens had done me harm, 
«nd Phyfich could do me little good, I found 
derſelt help in Divinity, And having tound 
ſo'much good by this book:my ſelf, 1 could 
not be fo envious as. not impart "it unto 0s 
thers for a Sovereign Medicine, to:procure 
quiet leep. Neither is it gaod for thaton. | 
ly (but far.unlike to other medicines, which 
are only good for ſome one diſeaſe, and 
into wnskilfn] : hands oftentimes, do 


. mare. harm than, good) it-:is a Medicine 


fieting: all Jges,, Complexious, : Conditions; 
Places, Parts, Diſcaſes Spiritual, and Cor» 
port whatſoever : It is a afedivine Preſers 
| rative, Reftorative 5 It is an'4n- 
tidote againſt rhe. poyſon of finz 'It'is D> 
Fanmun to drive ourthe fiery darts of $4! 
| ourall ill buq 
mos, ;\..Lr is.better than Exbilatans-Gate- 


; #4: to.chear the Hearr' opprefſed wkliMe3 


Lancholy : Tx is 3n dcopon fog Ml webrineſs; 
" : 


Ok BY O 9% OY = oO anode IT 


To the Reader. 


an Anodynon for all pains, a Panchreffon 
profitable for all things, or All good,” Ir 
is Panacea, Hearts eaſe, All-heal, Itis a 
rich Treaſury for Engliſh-men, . »A ftore- 
houje forthe diſeaſed, and, The ready way 
20 long life, even to bleſled Eternity, Ler 
no man now challenge me for uſurping an- 
other mans Office , -or treſpaſſing upon 
Divines. I cannot ſee but Divines and 
Phyficjans may well agree togetber : Both 
are buſied about curing of Diſeaſes either 
Spiritual or Corporal: And here is a Medi- 


. Cine for both. Take it and uſe it, Chri- 


itian Reader ; and thou ſhalt find by thine 
own experience that it hath all the virtues 
abovementioned, CISERS 
- {So I commend thee to the Phyſidian 
both of Body and Soul, and heartily defire 
= Temporal and Eternal Health and Wel. 
are, 


Ralph winterton; 


From Kings Coll. - 
J une z » 163 vo 


| por this Book of Eternity, 


; O reach Eternity our thoughts firit 
climbe. 
On the ſncceſlive ſteps and ſtairs of Time, 
And, what is Time? It is by Poets call'd, 
And by moſt Painters repreſented bald : 
But Poets and the Painters are too bold, 
For Time was never yet a Minute old : 
' Nor yer, God Saturn-like, doth it devour 
The ifſue which it breeds : For every hour 
Were thena Murderer. But while we ſtrain, 
And all created Natures for to gain 
Time to their inch of Being z in the ſtrife | 
They quite burn out the Taper of their life. 
Bur what's Eternity 2 Good Readerlook, 
Not on my Verſes, but upon this Book : 
Which I do wiſh(and yer no harm)may be 
To all erelafting Stationer, bur to thee, 


Richard willkams, 


Uron 


EDITS I-06 . 1. nor 


C® 4 © 


VP 


Hpon this Book of E ternity, 


Ook on the Glaſs of Mans Morrality ; 

Behold the _ of Eternity. 

T is Book is both; Herein behold thy face : 

It waxeth old.; ; thy Glaſs doth run apace, 

Iris appointed all men once todie ; 

And after Death ſucceeds E ternity. 

This Life's no Life, which Time. doth com 
prehend, 

But that's true Life indeed, which knows no 
end ; 

This Book will teach thee ſo to live and die, 

That thou mayſt live unto Eternity. 


Thomas Gonge. 


A—— FY i —_ —_—. 


Upon this Book of Eternity. 


His Book's a Nautick Chard ; which 

kept in Eye, 
Doth point at th* Haven of bleſt Eyernitys 
{ O bleſſed Heaven! | At which if thou. 
wouldſt Land. 


Let not this Chard _ out of thine . 
_ hand, - 


S. 47 
T.H.E- 


MMRNs $3 WS 
ITED, 


THE 
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IL. #ty 


( 
ML 


CELIA PRILALEE SALES 


To the Right Worſhipful and 
truly Religious Eſquire , 
Mr. E.. BENLOWES 
of Breat-Hall in Eſſex. 


Ka W. 6 
Wiiheth Internal, . External, and ' 
Eternal happineſs 


Y 7 w45 well anſwered by him, who being 
asked,. Whar this lite was, (aid thus, 
It is nothing elſe but the Meditation 
of Death. If aman ſhould 45k me, What 
rime is, 7 think I might fitly anſwer thus, ,  ' * 
It. is nothigg elſe but the Meditation of _ 25 
Eternity, Our Life 4: but -4 Poſting unto _ ! 
Death , and our Time-a ſhort days fail un- 
ro Eternity. In #44. Time of life we are - 
as Pilgrims 4nd Strangers, travelling to- 
wards our Caleitial Coumrey,. We are 48-: 
Sailers, bound for the Haven of Eternity. 
But we. muſt run through many troubles be> 
ſaxe we can come 10 our journeys end: WE 
maſt {ail #hrough (alr and bitter” warers, 
and paſs through the Guif of Death, beſore 
we can come to Land. There 4 a Land which © 
# called, The Land of the Livivg 3 and. 
8here % .& Land which is called, The Land 


;"4"4 + 308 EPUye _— 
of Hotror and Deſpair t: There % 4"two= 
fold Eternity ; cither of the Blefled, or of 
the Curſed : There #4 twofold Life after 
Death ; eithcy im Eternal] joys, or Eterval 
puniſhments. 1t-# good therefore in this 
ſhort life, zo think upon that Life which 
never ſha}l have end : 1:4 good whileſt we 
are on the way 10 think upon our Journeys 
_ end; It good in Time, whileft we are 


© failing, to have an eye ſtill upon our Com- 


paſs, and think upon Eternity. To think 
upon. Eternity, , 4 Soveraign Preſervatiye 
#0 keep us from falling into Sin : To think 
pon Eteryal joys, ſweetens the {alt and bit- 
ter waters of Sorrows and Aflitiors ; To 
think upon Eternal Puniſhments, makes us 
not to (ct our hearts upon Temporal De- 
Vights and Pleaſures. Heaven & bere on 
Eaxtb'in part etoyed, whileſt we raiſe up 
047 thoughts go meditate upon it : And Hell 
may ſor ever be eſcaped,” if by ſerious and fre- 

uens thoughts thereof, here in thj; life, we 
Eclcend tuo -#,, Such thoughts as theſe 
moved Drexelius to writetheſe CONSIDE= 
RATIONS, and me alſo 10 tranſlate them. 
He wrote upon 4 General ſubjeR ; and e- 
"very man may challenge a part in it. What 
he wrote, he intended for 4 publick benefit s 
and ſo did Tin the Tranſlation of it,  T bope. 
He and His ſhall. find never the worſe entcr= 
$4jnment, becanſe He 4 4 Stranger, and 
: IM) 5 Bo. Come 


Dedicatory. 
come from beyond Seas. It 4 the honour of ouy 
Nation to be kind and courteous uno Stran= — 
gers, He was commended unto me by a Tra. 
veller, a moſt religious andicarned Gentle- 
mans (Be not angry with me; Mr.Benlowes, 
if T ſay, He'was as like you as can be in every 
reſpeft ;" ſor indeed he was) bred and brought 
up in the Romiſh Religion, and ſent bryoud 
Seas to be confirmed in it, but yet brought 
home again by divine providenze and reſtored 
t0 bis Mother the Church of England, for 
the Converſion, T hope, of many, fingled out 
of all hz kindred 20 be 4 moſt zea)ous Prote- 
tant ; born-to good Fortunes, and yet not 
given 80 Pleaſures, wedded to h4 Books and 
Devotions, ſpending what ſome call idle 
time inthe beft company for the edifying hin< 
(elf or others; counting nothing good which 
he poſſeſſeth, but only that which he doth good 
withal ; taking more care 10 ly outihiy money 
for the good of others, thawoubers in laying up 
money For themſclyes. To conclude, 4 Gen- 
tleman of whom I may moſt truly ſay," Thas 
hi Converſation is in heaven, þ4 Diſcourſe 
on things above, 4nd hj thoughts upon E=- 
ternity.  #pon ſuch 4 mans commendation as 
thi, T could not but take aliking to the party © 
commented, and the moreT grew ucquained 
with him, T liked him. It js whe counſel of 
Hoxace, DEATIES 


© 


The. Epiſtie 
Tu quem commerdes etiam atque etiam, 
aſpice : ne mox. | | 
LIucutiant  aliena tibi : commiſla .. pud. - 
rem, 

Believe Mes Mr. Benlowes, I have had ſuch 
experience of this party, whom here I com- 
mend unto.you, that I dare confidently ſay, 
If you entertain bim into your-(ervice, - you 
fhall never repent you. of it,, Philip, of, Mas 
cedon appointed one every morning 10 (alute. 
him with a Memento of Mortali:y : Drexe- 
' Hus b4-office ſhall bez if you pleaſe, To be. 
jor Remembrancer, and every Morning, 
Noon, and Evening, to round. you in the 
ear-with a Memento of Eternity. But I 
know, that i (o often in your thoughts, that 

- you need not any 10 put youin Remembrance 
ofit. Neither yer do I intend here, though 
T have 4 fair occaſion, to run over the Cato= 
logue of your Chriltian Virtues, ſpecially 
that part of Chriftian twins, your Piety and 
Temperance,with your Charity and Boun. 
ty. _ For the firſt, they that daily converſe 
with you, cannot but ſee bow you converſe 
withibem, The other pair go along with you 
whereſoever you go, and though you defre 10 
hide them, .cannot be concealed; in ſpecial; - 
meny poor Sebolars, godly and deyout Mi-, 
viſters za the Unjverfity aud abroad, of: {c+ 
veral Colledges, have had & feeling them- 
ſelves of them, and cannot but make them 
I conſpi- 


-. 
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Conſiderations 
| Upon 1 
ETERNITY 2 
THE FIRST 


CONSIDERATION. 


what Eternity iS? , 
Imonides being asked by Cicero 
Hiero King of Sicily, What bb, 1. 
God was, deſired one day deNat. 
to conſider upon it; and after Deor.: 
one day paſt, having nor yet 
found jt out, defired yet two days more to 
conſider further upon it z and after wwa. 
days, hedefired three: and to conclude, 
at length he had no an{wer to return unto 
. the King bur this , That the more he 
thought upon it, the more ſtill ke might z rw 
, for the further he buſicd himſelf in the © 5 
ſearch thereof, the further he was from 4 
$CaT OY CRETE: WI find 


2 The firſt Conſideration 
finding it. The thing that we are here/now 


to. conſider upon is Eternity : and the firlt 
queſtion thar offers it ſelf unto our con=- 


fideration is , What Eternity 4 ? | 
Lib. 5. Boetivs ſaith, thar it is altoge- | 
de Conſ. ther and at once, the intire and 


perfect poſſeſſion of a life that 


never ſhall have an end. And let no man 


take ir ill, if we ſay that it cannot be 


known,and that the more we ſearch into it, 


the more we loſe our ſelves in the ſearch 


of it, For how can that be defined. 
which bath no bounds or limits > If any 


man urge us further, and defire us to 


ſhadow it out, ar leaſt by ſome , though F. 


obſcure, i deſcripticn : our anſwer is, That F.” 


it may eafier be done by declarivg what 


it is-not , rather than what it is; ſo }} 


doth Plato concerning God: } 


In Ti- What God 5, ſaith he, that T | 
Mev. hnownot? Whathbe 4 not, that T | 
know. So eAuguſtine Biſhop. of } 
Hippo, in his ſixty fourth Sermon: upon 
..the words of our Loxd, deſcribeth the true © 


_beatitude which is in Heaven, by remo- 


ving fre m-it the very thought of all evil, - 
We may morecafily fond, ſaith he, what 34 | 
 - #08 there, than wat 4, -In-heaven there %s 
xcither grief, nor- [orrew, nor- penury, nor * 


- defeff, nor diſeaſe, nor death, nor any evil. 
_  S@ may we (ay concerning Eternity. —u 
| -what- 


» 


ac 
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whatſoever in rhis life we either ſee with 
our eyes,or [et in by our outward” 
fen{es, that is not Eternal. For 2 Cor. 
the things that are ſeen, ſaith 4, 18, 
Sr, Paul, are temporal, but the 

things which arenas ſeen are Eternal, Hence 


every man may ſay, this my joy, theſe _ 


my pleaſures and delights, rhis treaſure, 
this honour, this ſtately building, this life 
of mine, all is Tranfuory, nockilng Eter- 
nal, Amancan point at nothing which 
ſhall not periſh and have an end, Indeed 
the ignorant multitude uſe to ſpeak after 
this manner, This ſirucure is for Ezers 


$-- 3it7, this monument, is everlaſting, And _ 
* the impaticut man is wont to complain. -- 
-  thathis pains are withaut end, Burt theſe 
" Fternities are very ſhort, and a man may - 


eaſily in words comprehend them : Say 
whar thou canſt of the true Eternity, thou 
muſt needs come far ſhort of ir. 


So ſaith Auguftines Thou ſayeft of In'Pſal; 


Eternity whatſocver-th0u wilt : 65. 
But therefore thou ſayeft whatſo-' © 
ever thou wilt, becauſe thou canſt not ſay all, 
ſay what thou wils-: But therefore thou 


muſt needs ſay ſomething , that: till thou- 


mayeſt have ſomething to think which thou 

canſt not (ay. he res Sr ſaith, - 

That the Soul is t | 

Time and Eternity ; "For, in that olep. 
vr B3 NS 
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. it is immortal], it is partaker of Eternity 
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and in that it is infuſed by God into the 
body, it is J_ of Time. But before 
we proceed any further, fcr orders 
ſake let us ſee what men of former times, 
Romans, Gracians, Egyptians, and others 
bave thought «f Eternity, For they ace 
knowledged it for certain, and coverfointd 
it divers ways, | 


= —"_ 
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CHAP, 1, 


What mtn of former times have thought of 
Gy, and bow they have repreſen- 
red 78. | 


irſt of all, they bave repreſented 

_ Eternity by a Ring,or a Circle, which 
hath neither beginning nor ending, which 
is proper only to Gods Eternity 5 ſeeing 
thefore that God is Fternal, and his dura- 
tion is properly called Eternity, the Eg yp- 
ti4ns uſed to ftignifie God by a Circle. And 
the Perſians thought they honoured God 
moſt, when going up to the top of the 


_ higheſt rower, they called him the Circle 


of beauven. And it was a cuſtom among, 


. the Tarks (as Pierius teacheth at large ) 


to cry out every morning from an high 
tower, God always was , and always will 
be ; 'and then to ſalute their HO. 

The. 


_”—— bak. ”"— ww 


Ceſar, in the name of Agripps, dedicated 
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The $4r473ens alſo uſed to call God a Cir- 
cle, Mercuriue Triſmegiſius, whom I na- 
med before,the mot memorable amongit 
Philoſophers, (who wrote more Books 
than any mortal man beſide, if we may. 
believe Seleucus, and Menecens ) ſaid that 
God was an intelleQua] Sphere , whoſe 
Centre is every where, and Circumference 
no where : becauſe Gods Majeſty and im- 
menfity are terminated no*+where, For: 
this cauſe the Ancients built unto their 
gods Temples for figure round. So Num. - 
Pompilius, is ſaid to have conſecrated to: 

Veſta a round Table at Rome. So A | 


to all the gods a round Temple, and called 
it Pantheon, Hereupon Pytbagoras, to 
fhew Gods Eternity, taught bis >cholars ta 
worſhip him, turning their bodies round: 
about, And there was a ſtatute made by- 
Numa, (as Briſſonius witnefleth ) that 
they which were about to worſhip God , 
ſhould turn themſelves round. Therefore 
god is according to the Antients, a.Circle, 

ut a Gircle without a Periphcry or Circum« 
ference, whoſe Centre is every where z be-: 
cauſe God is the beginning and end of all 
things. Whereupon Fob: moſt Fob 36; 
juſtly crys out, Behold, God'4. 3 : 


great, and we know bim not, nei- 


| Ther can the number of hy years be ſearched Es 
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6. The firſt Conſideration 
© - Again, they have repreſented Eternity 
by a Sphere and a Globe. Therefore Fau- 
ftina the Empreſs had money ſtampt after 
this figure and ſuperſcription.,, There was 
2 Globe on which the Empreſs ſate ftretch- 
ing: forth one hand, and holding in the 
other ' a Scepter with this inſcription 
ETERNITY. Hence it was that 
many of the Antients thought the World 
to be Eternat, becauſe it was Roxnd : 
whom Saint Bai! anſwers very fitly, Let 
vhe world b: a Circle ; bud the beginning of 
the Ctrcle # the Centre, 
+ Inthe third place they have repreſented 
- Bereriity by a' Sear: by. which is: ſignified: 
. "Eternal reſt. The Nafamones, a certain 
people' of Africa, for the moſt part did 
not only breath out their Jaſt fitting upon 
a Sear, bur alſo defired to be buried after 
that poſition, as having then attained to 
Eternity , and a long ceſſation from all 
| their-labours: As in many places ar this 
day Kings and Emperors are found fittin 
in Vaults under earth, in flence and 
mournfu] Majeſty. And it was uſual with 
the Romans to ſupport with ſuch like the 
molten ſtatues of their deceaſed Emperors, 
as: having then the fruition of Eternity. 
Some there are that thus reaſon with { 
- themſelves oftentimes, Behold, I have 
been a long time held and opprefled with 
| carcs 
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cares and labours ; But now why. do E 
not take ſome reſpite 2 why do 1 not make 
ſome pauſe > why do I not reft from my 
Jabours ?. I have laboured long enough 2 
let others labour as much as T have done 3 
for my part I'le reſt now, and take (mine 
eaſe, | So they ſet up their ſeats, and pro- 
miſe unto themſelves days of reſt : but 
( alas! ) rhey are of no long continuance, 
They ſet up their ſeats, and. embrace 
their eaſe; but neither in due time nor 


place, Oh! how truly ard devyoutly doth - 
that golden Book, Of: the Lmitation of * 


- Chrilt,gives us a pull by the ear, 

' Intheſe words, Diſpoſe and-order Kempiry 
a'l things according tothine own lib. 1, 
will, and. the aft of thine own Cc, Iz, 
eyes, and yet thou ſhalt never find, © © 


but thou ſhalt always ſuffer one thing or - 
other, either willingly or by conftraint, and - 


ſo thou ſhalt always find a Croſs. The whole 
lite-of Chriltwas a Crofs, and Miattyr=- 
dom , and. doſt thou ſeek reſt and plea- 
ſ\ure > Therefore we ' muſt ſer up.our ſeat 
in heaven, - and not here, for here amongſt 


{o mayy troubles it can never ſtand quier z 


and though all other things ſhould ſpare, 


yer death at lefigih will overrurn.. .'Fllere - 


3s notrue reſtto be hoped for,.: but thas 


which is Eterndl.- Bur if chere be any relt - 


iorbis life, rhis.is it, : For a man'to com 
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F- 4 % The firſt Conſideration 


mit himſelf, and all that is his to the will 
of God, to put his whole truſt and confi- 
dence in him, and to account all other 
things befide, but vain. So are 

Feclus wetaught in Ecclefiaſticus; Truſt 
11,21. in God, and abide in thy place. 
Withour this reſt cf the ſou] all 

other things a1e meer troubles, a meer 
ſea of rempeſtuous waves, and the very 
preſence of hell. But I return to the An- 
tients, | 
In the fourth place they haye repreſent- 
ed Eternity by the Sun and the Moon. The 
Sun reviveth every day, although it ſeems 
every day to die, and ro be buried, Ir al- 


_ ways riſeth again, although every night ir 


ſetteth, The Moor alſo hath her 
In Hen- increaſe afrer every wane. Ca- 
decaſyt; tullw hath pretty verſes to this 
purpoſe: 


The Sun doth ſet : the Sun doth riſe again. 


| Theday doth cloſe; the day doth break again, 


Once ſet our Sun, 424in it riſeth never : 
Once cloſe our day of life, it's night for e- 
Ever, = 


In hell there is Eternal night, but with- 
-out fleep. There they {leep not, becauſe 
they flept here, where they ſhould have 
watched : there they watch, becauſe here 

Ne | | reaey 


wore 
: 


upon Eternity, 9: * 
they:ſlept in their ſins; indeed not long, £ 
but longer they would if they could, yea 
Eternally. . Bur it is far otherwiſe with - 
thoſe that are in Heaven : For a perpetual 
light ſhall ſhine forth tothe. Saints, and- 

_ Eternity of time, there is reſt; there is 
plea(ure after long labowrs and watchings. 
In the fifth place, they haye repreſent=- 
ed Eternity by the Bafilich, - The Bafilivh-- 
is the moſt yenomous of all Creatures. 
and it alone of all others ( as Horus Nilia- . 
cus faith ) cannot be kfMed by humane 
torce ; yeaitisſo virulent, thar it killeth - 
herbs with the very breath of it, that it pou | 
to flight all other creatures with the hiſhing, 
of it, and that ir makes all birds ſuddenly... 
filent upon the firſt preſence of it. &/Elt-- 
anu reports, that in the defart of Africe . 
a certain beaſt fe} down being tired, and. - 
that the Serpents-came together as it: were. - 
to a feaſt, -to deyour the carcaſe, and that, 
they preſently ran all away, and hid them= . 
ſelves in the ſand, upon the fight of .the. 2 
Bafilick. Eternity, whether -of joy or of * 2 
torment, cannot be ſhortned or diminiſh- - 
ed, much leſs taken away or avoided, Nei= - - 
ther is it ſtrange, if ir affright all that are - 
intkeir right wits, with the very. thought ©. 
of it. Infinite are the windings of this Pa .* * 
filisk ; upmeaſurable 'and untwinable! are 7? 
the Orbs and Circuits of it, Oh Dragon - 
«3 OY x9 


To - The firſt Conſideration 
t@be rrembled ar ! Let us divert alittleto 
Mr lelyzs. It comes to paſs/ſnmetimes_ 
whea a man deſcends inte himſelf, and- 
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rips' up his conſcience by confcſfion, that 
ke finds many Serpents neſts, and |whole 


broods of vipers, and thereupon much 
marvelleth in himſelf, ſ2ying, Whence is 
. there ſo much venome in my breaſt ? 


Whenceare ſo many fat Snakes, ſo many 


grievous and deadly fins > Whence is there 


fo great an hoſt of Lizards > Whence ſo 
many filthy and luſiful cogitations'? I am 


| afraid my ſelf at ſuch a numerous and pe-- 


ftilent brood, - But marvel not ; we. ſhall 


eaſily ſhew thee the cauſe thereof. A moitt 


and a rude' place is very apt to breed Ser- 
pents. Lo then, ther js a double cauſe , 


-. the. moiſture of the place, and the negli- 
_ gence of them that ſhould look to it, So it 


isin the foul of man; if we ſpend all our 
car> upon our body, handling it delicately, 


*. feeding it dainti:y , pampering it with 
: feaſts, and efeminating it with pleaſures, 
--*;-i muſt needs be confefled that the ſou] , 
- the inhabitant ther2of, hath her dwelling 


ina moiſt place, Add hither 1 tbfulneſs, 
and negle& of dirine duties. Let no care 


be had at all of ſalyation z fo the body be. 


found, and it goeth well with it, let no re- 
gard be had what happens ro the ſoul : let 


Confeſſion of ns be {c}Jgom made unto 
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God, and when it is, btit in a negligent: 
manner : What marvel then, it a mutri.' 
tude of Serperits and poyſonous vermine 
breed there ? But ( O good Chriſtian bro-. 
ther ) let the Bafilish enter into thy breaſt, 
that is , the cogitation of Zzrernity , and - 
thou ſhalr preſently perceive that theſe ve- - | 
 nomous beaſts will -ioon vaniſh: away. 
Thou confeſſeſt that thy heart doth abound 
with theſe Snakes: Ir is a fign therefore. 
thou ſeldom thinkeit upon Eternity, A. 
mend therefore 2: and now at length begin: 
to think upon this with thy ſelf, That which 
delightet) 4 but Momentany, but that which 
tormentcth 4 Eternal, 5 Rat 
- In the ſixth place, they have repreſented» =# 
Etcyhity-atter this manner. There isa vaſt © 7 
den, full of horrors : * round about which'a* 
Serpent winds it ſelf, and in the winding © 
bites it ſe}f by the tail, At the right hand- 
of the den ſtands 4 young man of a beauti- 
ful and pleaſant countenance,' holding' in 
his right hand a bow and two arrapes, and 
1a his left hand an Harp. -In the very en- 
trance of theiden firsan' old man oppoſite, 
and having hiseyes very intent upon bis + 
Table-book; according as the Carleſtial 
- Globe by its motion, or the oung man 
aging ,diQares unto binn;fo be writes; 
At the-lefr hand of the den. fits/a grave 
 aren, gray-beaded, and haying hereyes 
Wee | always, . 
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. always bufied. Atthe mouth of the den. 


there are four ſtairs, .cach higher than 0- 


ther : The firſt is of Iron, the ſecond of - 


Braſs, the third of Silvcr, and the fourth 


of Gotd. - Ow thele are little children run- - 
ning up and down and playing, and neyer - 
fear the danger of falling. This is the Pj--- 


Aure: The meaning is this. The Den fig- 
. nifies the incomprehenfibility of Eternity : 
The Serpent that twines it (elf about it, 
Time ; The Toung man,God ; in whoſehand 


is Hcaven, Earth, and Hell. On Earth + 
and in Hci are the Arrows of the- Lord - 


faſtened ; but in Heaven, there is nothing 
but Foy and the found of the Harp. The 
Old man is Fate, or rather, that which God 
bath decreed from all Eternity. - The M4- 
tron, Nature : The Starrs, diſtin Times 


and Ages: The Children running up and - 


e 


down the Stairs, do fignifie-things created, - 


eſpecially Man, -who is ſporting in matters 
Salvation, and playing and jeſting in 


the very entrance of Eternzy. Alack,alack! 


O mortal men, we have played too long 
amidſt theſe dangers; We are very near 
unto Eternity, even in the very entrance of 
ir, whileſt we live : Ler but death lightly 
touch us, and we are preſcntly ſwallowed 
up of Eternity, Death need not uſe any 
great power, or fight long againſt us: we 
are thrown down headlong ina m_ 
| | A 
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upon Eternity. 3 
and tumble down theſe ſtairs into the Ocean 
of Etcrnity. Bethink your ſelves well,you 
that play upon theſe ſtairs, and think upon 
any thing rather than upon Eternity ; Ir 


may be t0 day or to morrow you may be 
tranflated from Time to Eternity. 
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CHAD. II. 


| The ſecret ſenſe and meaning of Scripture 


unfolded, 


| AT the Chapter of the Type and. 


Pifture of Eternity, the holy Scri- 
pture of divine truth ſhall not unfitly fol- 
low. When Nebuchadnezg3ar , King of 
Babylon, had caſt the three Hebrew chil- 
dren into the fiery furnace. for refuſing to 
obey his impious con:mand, the flame is 
ſaid to have aſcended nine and farty cubits 
above the furnace, A ſtrange thing : But 
not without a Myſtery, What ? Did any 
man accurately meaſure the height there= 
of 2 Did any man aſcend and apply unto ir 
a rule, to'take the juſt meaſure of it > was 
It jult nine and forty cubirs, neither more 
nor leſs > 'Why not fifty > For we uſe to 
number thus : Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, 
though the number be ſomewhat more or 


lefs.i; Here in this place there wants but bY 


1 


one of fifty, Surely there is a Myer o 
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= 14 Thefirſt Conſederation 
 -*&,- andſome ſecret meaning, The num- 
' ber of fifty was wont to ignifie the year of 
Fubilee. But the flarnes in the fiery fur- 


azainſthody and ſoul, and- infinitely ex- 
ceed all the torments of this life, yet they 
ſhall' never extend. ſo'far as the-year of 


year of Fubilee, nopardon, no end of tor. 
ments. New, Tow, is the time of Fubi- 
lee; not every hundred or fifty years, bur 
.* every hourand every moment. Now one 
part of an hour may obtajn' pardon here, 
which all Etcrnity cannot hereafter, Naw 
is the time, that in one little and ſhorr 
_ day we may have more debrs forgiven us, 
F than in the fire of hell in all.years and 
Y times to come hereafter, 
$ Let us add hither -another explication 
© _. _ of divine Scripture, When the 
= _ Foſhus people of God did paſs overFor- 
= '3, 16. dang the waters which came down 
__ - ._ toward' the fea of the plain 
{ which-is now called the dead ſea) failed, 
; until there was none left, And 
-  . Ecclus in Ecclefuſticusit is ſaid, There 
E . 20,12, % that buyeth much for -«-lintle. 
W-;- Thee two Os of Poa 
-_-pture'Gelfrid joyneth together, and there. 
> _. upoti Mr oorierk robes. If Eternal -bit- 
: , terneſsbeducumo thee, and thou maiſt 
= _ Fieape 


= mace of hell., although they rage both - 


grace and Fubjlce, In Hell there is no-. 


[ 
| 
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 #pon Eternity, 15 "3 
eſcape it by taſting of Temporal, Engg 


thou haſt redeemed much for 4 little, 

confeſs, it is a Sea indeed in which thou 
ſaileſt,but yet a dead ſes : And how much 
art thou.bougd to give thanks unto God, 
who, whereas thou haſt deſerved to be 
overwhelmed in the ſalt, roaring and un- 
navigable ſea, hath of his great mercy to- 
ward thee, ſuffered. thee rather to ſail in 
the dead ſea. ( Oblefled change!) tbat 
ſo by the dezd ſea thou mayeſt paſs into the 
land of the living | This Writer compares 


allrbe adyerſitjes of this life to the dead 


ſea, and Eternal puniſhment to. the- ſalt 


and unchengeable ſes, No mancan eſcape . * 
them, he-muſt needs fall into the one, or . 


in the other, 'Whar doſt thou, O man ? 
( crys out Saint Gbyſoftome , Art thou 
about to aſcend up to heaven, and doeſt 
thou ask me whether there be any difficul- 
ties by the way > Whatſoever we do, this 
dead ſea we mult paſs over: we may, if 
we will, arrive at. the. haven of Tcane 
quillity, and Eternal Happineſs, | 
The word of God moſt high 4 the Eccleſ. 
Fountain of wiſdom,and ber ways 1. $» 
are everlaſting commandments, - 


| Through this dead ſea there is noother 


way intothe region of the living, bur the 


way.of Gods.commandments. . We have 
a moſt clear place>gf . Scripure for jt: 


. 


my 
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” - ' . Mat.lg, Tf thouwilt entcr into life keep 
b- I7 the Commandments : This is 
Xt the only way to Eternity. It a 
Corneli= man ſhould ask a Divine of our 
# 2L4- times this queſtion, What 4+ E- 
pide, ternity e His anſwer will be, It 
Y Is a Circle running back into it 
ſelf, whoſe Centre is Always, and Cir- 
cumference No where, that is, which ne- 
yer ſhall have end. What 4 Eternity? It 
| is an Orb every way round, and 
' Poluvi- Hikeit ſelf, in which there js nei- - | 
tar, @ therbeginning nor end. What © 
volue= HF Eternity? It isa wheel, 
eur in A wheel that turns, 4 wheel that 


p— O9mne turncth cver :; 

. volubi= A wheel that turns, and will leave 
lis @- turning never. 
van, What 4 Eternity ? Itis a year - 


| continually - wheeling about , 
which returns again to the  Bpqone 
from whence it began , and Rtil] wheels 
about again, JPhat & Eternity ? It is an 
ever-running ſountein, whither the water 
after many turnings flow back again, that 
they may always flow. J/hat i Eternity ? 
It is an ever living ring, from whence 
waters continually flow, either the moſt 
ſweet waters of Benedifion and bleſling , 
or the mc bitter waters of Malediftion . 
and curſing, What 4 Eternity ? S- I 
LavJ= 


ings and windings, which always lead them 
round that enter in, carrying them from 
turning to turning, and fo loſing them, 
What 4% Eternity? Itis a pit without bot= 
tom, whoſe turnings and revoJutions are 
endleſs. What & Etcraity? Ir is a Spirgt 
Line, but without beginning 3 which hath 
Circles and windings one within another, 
but without ending. What is Eternity 2 
It is a Snake bowed Pack unto it ſelf orbicu- 
larly, holding the tailin the mouth, which 
in its end doth again begin, and never 


ceaſeth to begin, What % Eternity ? It is 


a duration always preſent, it is one perpetual 
day, which is cd pare into that which 
is paſt, and that which is tocome. What 
is Eternity ? Itisan age of Ages, as Dio- 
nyfius ſaith , never exphing , bur always 
like it ſe]f, without changing. . What: is 
Eternity? It is a beginning without bee 
ginning, middle, or end, It is a begin. 
ning, continuing, never _— , alway 
beginning. In which the Blefled alway 


ned always die, and after all death and 
ſtruggling with death, always begin again 
todieand ſtruggle with death. As long 
as God ſhall be God, ſo long ſhall the 


bleſſed be blefled, ſo long ſhall they reigr... 7 : 
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Labyrinth which hath innumerable turn» - 
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begin a bleſſed life, and always abound += ; 
with new pleaſures: in which the Dam. 


- Y 

P 24 
. Tees 
5A 
> Fo 

> 


© 


E” 28 : The firſt Conſideration 

M and triumph : ſo :long ſhall the. damned 
C- alſo fry in hell, and yelling cry, We are 
A tormented in this flame, being Kill to be 
| tormented and tortured for ever, 


———— " _——_—. 


CHAP. 1II. 


Ry te place of Eternity is called a dfant» 
on. 


©, JOHN, Patriarch of Alexandris, 2 
F  S$: verydevoutandgodly man, was often 
= .. wonttogoto viſitthefick, and took with 
+ bim for his companion Troilzs a Biſhop, 
L .. which had more care of his money than. of- 
the fick, _ The Patrrizfth: whilperetb him =} 
= Uintnee: d, Tpray Mts LS 
© Jet ushelp the friends of Chriſt, Whefe-' 4 
Upon Troilus like 2 crafty.companion.con- 
= . © cealing the diſeaſe of his mind, to wit, his 
®.. =<ovetouineſs, bad his:Servants give to the 
>- - poor all the money.which at that time he 
2s Fa about him to. buy other things withal. 
” . Not long after it happened that he fell 
+ Into a Fever which his coverouſneſs kad 
&=-. cauſed : whereof the Patriarch of Alex- 
5 ardric hearing, andeaſfily gueſſing at the 
 Ccauſeofhis diteaſe, went to vifithim, and 
£ | cartied with him as much filyer, as he hatl 
2  notlong before giyen.to the ſick : and af- 
= teralitle conference with him, be ſaid 
>. | f thus, 


- 
® 
; 3 


2 


_ pon Eternity, "T9. £2 
thus, I did bur jeſt with thee the other 4 
day, when wiſhed thee to beſtow ſome= 
thing to the relief of the ſick; and it was 
becauſe my ſervant had not money about 
him. | Bur behold here, in goodearneſt [ 
reſtore unto thee the money which thou 
laidſt out fpr my ſake, and I thank thee 
for it, When Troilas ſaw the-money told, 
his Feyer began to leave: him, and his 
heat toabate, andin every part he found 

himſelf much better z whereupon -finding 
himſelf gather flrength , he roſe up to 
dinner, and fat down to Table. - About 
noon- tide when' dinner was ended, and 


the Table remoyed, he went to leep, 
and ſweetly coolkthts ea 


: tis eaſe, and dream 

that he ſawa very-ſtately edifice, and'in 
the frontiſpicce thereof over the gate, this - | © 
inſcription, Manſio eEterna &@ Requies 
Troili Eyiſcopi ; = Jogh Sep D Zh - 
Eternal Manfion and acev SG 
Troitus, in RE fete wics MY 


this dream. But not long after he had” - 2 
another Viſion that troubled him. For. 


there came one with a company of work= 
men, and gave them a ftri& charge, fay- 
ing, Take away that inſcription, and put 
this in. the place there, Manſio. Ererna & 
Requies Fohanny  Archiepiſcopi *Alexan-" 


drie., emptd libris triginza argenti'; In 
Engliſh-thus , The Eternal Manſion and” 
F< al " "Refling 


; 3h : FY 
I . WI" . 5 1 et WW gy" , a 
, PN rs SE IE eo eo et Tad i Ga 3 el by, 
Ke Y 4%. ue vi 4 + IC; TY *; - 4» : $ ? 7 
& "Y.; 4 CENTS. RE an : 4 : , . © & 
2. fr, 2. 88 5 ” Co t P o F 
SAN al IL s ey 4 
53. fd "at g : X = 
b-# ” 
« . »z 
$4 y 
4 « 


Reſting place of Fobn eArbiſhop of eAlexan- 
be L Shieh be bought for thirty pounds. 
With this Viſion he was very much af- 
frighted : but he made a very good uſe of 


it. . For preſently, of an hard and cove- - 


tous man, he became liberal and charita- 
ble, eſpecially to ſuch as "ey in need. 
So much did the very dream of an Zternal 
Manþon prevail with him, 
 -Butohye rather bleſſed Manſions, and 
therefore blefled, becauſe Eternal! Oh, 
how exceedingly doth Chriſt defire that 
we ſhould loath and forſake theſe our ta- 
berracles, and ruinous houſes, and with 
earneſt deſire make haſt unto tholeEterngl! 


are many one, No man is kept back 
from thence but by himſelf, The place 
excludes no man : fort is exceeding 
_ large, Time ſhuts out no man ; for there 
4 Magſfion, and that Manſion is Eter- 


"I 
Renata ann 


A Prayer. 


: Eternal and merciful God, O Eter- 
nal Truth, O true Love, O beloved 
Eternity z $0 curc our blindneſs , that by 
theſe preſent and ſhort ſorrows we may be 
brought #0 know, and (0 eſcape the future , 
| borrjble, 


Manſons ! In my Fathers houſe, ſaith he, - 


and Temporal, that finally we loſe not the 
things which are Eternal. Teach ws ſo to 
lament for onr ſens committed, that we may 
eſcape Eternal puniſhments. Teach w ſoo 
bebave our ſelves in the houſe of our pilgri- 
mage, that we be not ſhut out of the Eternal 
Manſions. Tcach us ſo: to make our pro- 
greſs inthe way, that at length we may be 
rcceived jnto our Gountry, 


= BE F) 
3 


4 
#47. 30, OE 
” % d\ A © 
os þ 
LAY - a RY 
o 
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horrible, and Eternal puniſhments. Dire. * 
us and teach us (0 0-90 al wee nr ; 
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CONSIDERATION 
Upon 


ETERNITY: 
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In what things Nature repreſentcth r nM "i 


He Idolaters therſclves chertoeiſ 

have acknowledged an Etornity , i 

ſuch as it was,. and have deſcri- 
bed it alſo by certain ſigns : For God. hath 
manifeſted it unto thew,. ſo that : 
they are without excuſe, How Rom. Thy? -4 
much dearer therefore, and in 20,- |. 


what great eſteem ought the 2 Bl o 
conſideration thereof to be amongſt all fir, "4 
Chriſtians, to whom Eternity is better e= A 3 


preſented, "and in a more lively | SIRE, 
manner ! Therefore thou art in- Rom.2% 3 
excuſable, O man, whoſoever thou 1. er "2 l 
art, that being often put it mind SS 
of Eternity, Forh as often let it flip: out of .. ING 
thy memory. Thou haſt often in chy Gake * 
and before thine eyes, Rings and. Circles, _* > 
Spheres and Globes,Sun and Moon : If thou”. © >» 
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lookeft upon any of theſe, they will pur | 
. thee inmind of xternity, Nature her ſelf 


like a good mother hath expoſed them to 
ublick view, that, when we ſee them, or 
ear ofthem, we might be invited to me- 
dirate upon Eternity. 

Solinus reports that there is aſtone in 
Arcadia called Asbeſtos, which being once 
ſet on fire doth continually burn ; Where. 
fore in times palt they were wont in Tem. 

ples and Sepulchres to make 

Lib,2i, lamps of it : of which St. Augy- 
"WdcCioit, fline maketh mention, I add 
" Cap. 5, that Pliny, Polateranus, Dioſcori- 
des,and many others tell ſtrange 

wonders of a certain kind cf Line or Flex, 
which is called by divers names :; For ſome 
call it Linum Asbeftinum, others Caryſtt- 


"am, others Indicum, and others Linum 


vinum. Arn ontfng 

-- This is not only not conſumed by fire , 
but alſo is purged and cleanſed ; wherefore 
the dead bodies of Kings heretofore, when 
they were to be pur into the fire, and to be 
burned, uſed to be wrapped about with a 
Linnen cloth made thereof, to keep their 
aſhes from confulion, and to diſtinguiſh 
them from others. Of luch Flax Nero had 


a Towel, which he eſteemed of more price 


than gold and precious ftones, - Behold, 


Nature het ſelf, like a Miſtreſs and Guide, 
lteadeth. 


_—_ you " > 
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e | thee toathing which the fire hath no power 
to conſume, So ſhall all the damned burn, 
but never ſhall burn out z They ſhall a 
ways burn, but never be conſumed ; they 
ſhall ſeek for death in the flames, but ſhall 
not find it. Therefore juſtly doth one cry 
out, 0 wo Eternal that never ſhall 
have end ! O cnd without end! O InHoro+x 
death more grievous than all death, log. (= 
Always to die, and never to be pien.#(4, 
| quite dead ! So ſaith divine T- 66.24... 
| ſiah , Their fire ncver ſhall be Rev. 9. 
quenched: And the Angel inthe 6, 
Kevelation., They ſhall defire t0 
die : and death ſhall flee from them. 
| That the Salamander for a little time 
can indure, and live in the fire, befide A- 
riflotle, Pliny, Galen, eElian; Dioſcorides, 
S. Auguſtine alſo himſelf believed, This 
creature is very cold, and is generared of 
ſhowers : the ſun and drought are death to 
it 3 Therefore, according to Pliny, it en- 
dures in the flame hke ice. Of the skin 
thereof lights are made for perpetual bur- 
ning lamps. God who mad: the Salaman- 
der of Earth and Clay,hath of his goodneſs 
formed man, though ot the ſame matter, 


He hath made him a litile lower than the 


ro 


upon Eternity. 25 <:." Mi 
leadeth thee by the hand, and pointeth © 


yet of a more excellent and noble nature, * 


Angels; Pſal. 8.5, He hath affigned un- : 
| *:C 2 
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to him after this life the fellowſhip of he 


ſame Kingdom with the Angels. But man 
being in honour had no underſtanding, and 
was compared unto the beaſts that Perifh , 
P (al. 49. 20. By his own malice he made 
himſelf ſuch a Salamander, that muſt al. 
ways live or always die in Eternal flames, 
In thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 
ere" Eternal; but theſe fx things eſpeci= 
ally, © 


CHAP. 1. 
What things are Eternal in Hell. 


He damned bimſelf is Eternal and 

dyeth not, No man can make an 

end of himſelf, or another, They ſhall 

ſeek death, and ſhall not find it. Rev. 9. 6. 

Yea the very defire of death, in as. much 

as their defite cannot be ſatisfied, ſhall 
oreatly increaſe their rorment. 


2, The Priſon it ſelt is Eternal;[t can ne- 


'ver fall to ruin, it can never be broken 
down, it can never be digged through. -It 
is' barred up with rocks and mountains 
The locks and bars are fo firm and ſtrong, 
thar none can get our, If any- of the dam- 
ned ſhould by Gods permiſſion before the 
day of judgment come our from thence, 


yet till he ſhould carry an 'Hell about 


hiw, 
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upon Eternity. 

kim, and never be free from torment. 

3. The fire there is Eternal, Chriſt him« 
ſelf .in Matthew ſaith as much expreſly; 
Matth.25.41. Depart from me ye curſed in« 
ro everlaſting fire, or fire Eternal. Dot 
thou hear this word, Eternal 2 The anger 
of .the Lord doth kindle this fire, and it 
ſhall never be put our, To this beareth 
T{aiah witneſs, ſaying , The breath of the 
Lord like a ftream of Brimffone doth kindle 
it, it ſhall burn night and day, and Peas 
not be quenched, the ſmoke thereof (hall aſ- 
cend up for ever and ever. Ifaiah 3o. 33, 
Iſaiah 66, 24, Rev. 14.11. Eternal pus 
niſhnents, and Eternal life are SD 
Relatcs, as St. Auguſtine fpeak2 Lib, 123 
eth; and Reldtrs are of like de Civ, 
continuance : To ſay therefore, &. 23. 
that Eternal life ſhall be with- 
out end, and Eternal puniſhmentſhall haye 
an end, is very abſurd, Who therefore 
will defer his converſion 2 

4. As the things mentioned before are 
Etcrnal, ſo is:the' Worm, and conſcience 
tormented with deep deſpair for the life 
paſt, Iſa. 66. 24, Their worm ſhall not die: 
So propheſied Iſaiah. The Poets of old 
tranſlared this our of Holy writ into their 
fables: For whar is that Tityrys, of whom 


_ Virgil feigneth, Thar a flying Yultur every. 


day gnaws and tears his Liver , which is 
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every night again repaired and made up, 
that every daythe Fultay may haye more. 
prey to gnaw upon 2 What is the Yulrur, 
but the Horm we ſpeak of 2 And what is. 
the Liver, but the Conſcience always: 


 gnawh, and rotmented ? 
s. Tothis Pternity of Hell belongeth al- 


fo the laſt ſentence, and the laft Decree pro= 
nounced by Chriſt the Judg : A decree ' 


(Alas!) irrevocable, immutable, Eter- 


_""-Adl, There is no Appealing from it; If- 
the ſentence be once pronounced by the. 


mourh of this Judg, ir ftands irrevocable 
forall Ezernity. ln Hell thete is no re, 
. demprion, not atiy, no not any; but Eter2 


nal deſperation, The blood of Chriſt 
when it was newly poured out on the- 


" mounr'of Goigetbe, rhough of infinite efft= 
cacy for ſarisfaRion, yet reacheth not un- 


ro the dathtied, Tf the yoke of the Lord,. 


faith Saint Bernard, be a yoke of Repen= 


tance, you think that in it ſelf it is not ſweet: 


But this you muſt know, That it is moſt 


ſweet, if it be compared with that fire of 
which it # (aid, Depart from me ye curſed. 


to everlaſting fire, Matth, 25, 41. 
. 6.The Puniſhment or Pain of loſs alſo,as, 
they call it, is Ezernal, being the priva- 


tion of the ſight of God for ever, which. 


together with all the other torments of the 


damned. ſhall neyer- have. end. ; becauſe 
there 
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there can be no place for ſatisfaRion, For. 


although theſe torments ſha]l continue in= 


finite millions of years, yet there ſhall not 
one day, no nor one hour, no nor ſo much- 
as a moment of reſt and reſpite be grant- 
ed. There ſhall be viciffitude and variety 
of torments, bug to their greater payo and 
grief, Chriſt often, foretold jt by Mate 
thew in plain words, Matih. 8. 13, The 
children of the Kingdom ſyall be caft out into 
rter darkneſs; there ſhall be weeping and 
gnaſhing of teeth: weeping, for heat ; and 
gnahhing of tecth, for cold. How then can 
man-beſo forgetful of himſelf and God 2; 
How can he ſo degenetate into a beaſt > 
Yea rather, how-can he become like a. 


. rock, , ora ſtone, fo ſenſeleſs, as when he 


ſhall think upon tbe unſufferable and un- 
utterable torments of Hell, which never. 


| ſhall have end, then not to fear and trem- 


ble, and ſay with bimſelf thus, I am for 
certain in the way to Eternity, and I know 
not how ſoon I may come to my Journeys. 
end ; I fit on the ſtairs of rrernity , and 
every little thruſt is ready to plunge me. 
into the bottomleſs pit ? .But if it ſeem ſo _ 
grieyous and intolerable for a man to lye, 
though but for one. night, on a ſoft fea. 
ther-bed, and never fleep or cloſe bis. 
'eyes, but-to ſigh and groan for pain in 
his head, or any other member, for the. 
FETt C 4. tooths, . 
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tooth- ach or for the ſtone :. If the night 
feems long, and the day a great way off, 
and the Sun to flack his coming : And yer, 
as I ſaid, he lies upon a good feather-bed, 
and if he will have but a little patience, he 
may hope to find eaſe in the day, and hel 
fromthe Phyſician; A'ack ! Alack ! how 
j5ntolerable ſhall it be to lie night and day 
in the fire, for a thouſand and a thouſand, 
and again, I ſay, a thouſand years / How 
intoterable ſhall-it be, there to watch, to- 
hunger, tothirſt, to burn, to be tormen« 
ted extreamly in every part, and nat to: 
hope for any reſt, or ſo. much as a drop of 
. cold water ; but to be always in deſpair, 
and ſo to fry and to be tortured for infinite 
millions of ages, and to be ſo far from 
finding any end, as never to be able to 
<0-4 Fncdhna) 1 There, faith Z 
Thomys, one hours puniſhment De 
ſhall be more grievous, than an Chriff. 
hundred years here in the moſt 7Zmitas. 
- bitter puniſhment that can be, lib, 1. 
There is no reſt, no conſolation cap, 24, 
to the damned.Pſal.6.1. 0 Lord, | 
rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chaften 
me in thy hot di(pleaſure. Pſal, 25. 7. Re- 
member not the ſins of my youth, nor my 
tranſgreſſions, Unleſs thou wilt have 
mercy, O God, I mult needs periſh. 


CHAP, 


. *  "wpon Eternity 3T. 


GHAP--LE 
Why Hell 3 Eternal, 


' T Ere ariſeth a queſtjon, which is wor= 
thy to be known of all men, How 
itr:can be, that God, who is good and mer- 
ciful, and whoſe mercy is over all his 
works, ſhould notwithRanding puniſh even 
one mortal fin, committed, it may be, in 
a:moment, and jn thought only ; how he 
ſhould puniſh ſuch a fin, I ſay, for all 
Eternity z and ſo puniſh it, thar it ſhall 
deſerve {til} always to be puniſhed » and 
though millions of years be paſſed, yet it 
ſhall never be ſaid, This fin hath been 
ſufficiently puniſhed , it is enough,, he 
hath made fatisfaRtion for the wicked 
thought, by which he-hath offended God, 
What then> Hath-God for one fin; 
and that in thought only, decreed the pu= 
niſhment of everlaſting fire > What equas 
lity is there in+ this, for a momentary ſin, 
to.appoint aniEtcyneal puniſhment 2 Why 
dorh blefied Pavid cry our, 0 give thanks 
unto the Lord ; for he % good, and bj mercy * 
endureth for every! Plal. 105, 1. 107. 1, 
118,1, 136.1, and whydoth herepeart 
ir twenty ſeven times, -if God be lo ſevere? | 
To this S, Auguſiin, Gregory, Thomas A-+ 
quinas, and others anſwer, That in every. 
| = he $ mortal: 


E: " 'I#. The ſecond-Conſideration Ho 


morral fin the offence of its own nature is. 
infinite, becanſe it is an injury againſt the 
infinite majeſty of God. Again, He that 
dyerh guilty of a mortal fin without repen- 
tance, doth as much as if he. ſhould fin 
Eternally ; For if he might live Ezernally ,. 
he would fin Ezernally: He hath not Joſt a. 
will to fin, bur life in which to fin, till 
being ready to fin, if he might. live {till 3, 
So he doth not ceaſe to fin, bur doth ceaſe 
tolive, Further ir is to be conſidered, 
That a damned perſon can never make 
ſatisfa&ion, though he thould pay never. 
ſo much ; Fof being an enemy, and not 
in favour with God, his payment is not 
worthy acceptation ; ſecing that he hims- . 
ſelf is not accepted with him, Neither in- 
deed, to ſpeak truly, can. he be ſaid ro 
pay ary thing z becauſe he doth nothing, 
but ſuffers only puniſhment, and that. 

againſt his will We will make the mat-... 
ter yet more plain by a familiar eximple. 
Suppoſe a man ſhould borrow of his neigh= 
bour a thouſand-Crowns, and for the uſe 
thereof make over the rent of his houſe un» - - 
to him for ever, It maybe in twenty. 


_ - years he may thus repay the ſum-of -mo- 


ney. borrowed ; But what then > Is 
be fully.diſcharged of. a)l the debr 2 Dothr. 
there remain nothing to be paid ? The 
. principal remains. ill as due to be.paid, 

- as 
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avif there had been nothing at all paid, 3 
For this is the nature of ſuch lones, that 
although the. yearly uſe be paid, ſtill the 
principal remains entire,8- due to be paid; 
So it is with the damned ; For although 
they ſhould pay never fo much ; yet they 
can neyer get out of debt, They are 
debtors ſtill, and ever ſhall be. Tſa. 1, 
31, The ftrong ſhall be as tow, and the ma- 
ker of it as 4 rark 3 they ſhall both burn to« 
gether,and none ſhall quench them. 3 
Suetonius reports of Tiberius Ca- Suct, - 
ſzy, that being Petitioned unto _ Lib. 3. : 
by a certain offender ro haſten cap. 6, 
his puniſhment,and togrant bim 
| a ſpeedy diſpatch, he made him this . 
anſwer, Nondum tecum in eratiam redil, 
Stay Sir , Tou ard IT are not yct friends, 
Chriſt is a moſt juſt Judg, no Tyrant, no 
Tiberius. And yet if one of the damned k 
after a thouſand .years burning in Hell : ? 
ſhould beg and intreat for. a ſpeedy deark, 
he w-uld anſwer after the ſame manner, . 
Nondum tecum in gratiam redii, Stay, Ton : 
and I are not yet friends, 1f after a thou- 
ſand years more he ſhould ask the ſame : 
thing, he ſhould receive the ſame. anſwer, . 
Nandum tecum in gratiam-refii,, Stay, Tow ; 
and T are not yet friends. If after av hun». 
dred, thouſand years yet more, yea mil-. 
lions of years, .he.ſhould 6 2541D>.,2gain 
3 © 
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| he ſhould receive the ſame anſwer , Non- 
dum tecum in gratiam redii, Stay, Tou and 
F are not yet friends. The time was, I 

offered to be thy friend 3 but thou wouldit 

not ; yea, thy father, but thou wouldſt 

not. I offered thee my grace a thouſand 

anda thouſand times ; but thou rejeedfi 

it. This I knew right well, and | held my 

peace, ard further expeGed, forty, fifty, 

lixty years, to ſee if thou wouldeſt change 

thy mind, and courſe of life. But there tol- 

lowed no ſerious or true repentance, Thou 

haſt (ct at nought all my counſel,and wouldeſt 

none of my reproof. Thou haſt bated in- 

(trufion, and baſt caft my words bchind thee, 
Prov, I, 25. Pſal, 50, 17, Ear therefore 
the fruit of thine own ways, and: be filled 

with thy own counſels. Proy.1. 26, I will 
Laugh at thy deſtruQion for ever : neither 
ſhall my juſtice after infinite ages give thee 
. any anſwer but this, Nondum tecum in gr4- 
tiam redil, Stay, Tou and I are not yet 
friqnds, O God which art in heaven ! OQ 
lin which throweit men headlong into hel], 
the hell of torments, and into the bottom=- 
lefs pit of Eternal pain ! But righteous art 
thor, O Lord, and upright are #by judgments. 

Pſa], 119, 137, Juit and right it is, that 
he which would not by repentance ac= 
cepr of mercy when it was offered , 

thould by puniſhment be tormented 
s ; FE ins an 


and have juſtice without mercy for e-= 
yer. | 


_ — 


CHAP. 1[II. 


Other motives to the conſuderation of Eternity, 
drawn from N ature. 


Ur I return to the School of: Nature, 
to conſider further upon Eternity, 
There are found hot Baths in certain Moun- 
tains and Rocks, whoſe waters in running 
make ſuch a noiſe and murmuring, thar- 
* the diſeaſed perſons that reſort thither for 
cure, if at that entrance into the Bath, 
they do bur imagine they hear muſical In. 
ſruments,and an harmonious conſort,they- 
have their ears ſo dulled with the continual 
noiſe thereof,that the muſick which at firſt: 
was ſweet unto them, becomes at length, _ 
by their imagination working upon it, ve- 
ry loathſome, and a torment unto them-; 
But if they imagine they hear a Drum, or 
' any other loud ſounding inſtrument,they ar 
length grow almoſt mad with the noiſe- 
thereof daily. moleſting & troubling them, 
From whence allo we are led, as it were 
by the band, to the conſideration of Erey- 
nity, The weeping and wailing, yelling 
and crying which is heard at the full en- 
trance of Hells n:outh under thoſe infernal 
. MOURs 
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mountains ſhall never ceaſe, but ſhall tors. 
ment the damned without.end, and be no: 
whit mitigated by .time and long-ſuffe= 
- rance, But on the contrary the Bleſſed in ; 
Heayen ſhall without wearineſs hear the >. 
Thrise Holy ſung, Holy, Holy, Holy ; yea, 
and the more they hear it, the more they. 
ſhall be de'ighted with the ſound thereof, 
Chriſt in his Conference with the Woman 
of Samaria,. makes often mention of Eter- 
nity, and life everlaſting. Whoſocver drink - 
eth of the watcr that I ſhall give him, ſhall : 
never thirſt : But the water that T ſhall give 
him, (hall be in him a well of water, (pring- 
ing up unto everlifting life, Fohn 4.14, L 
. would we did thirit with the woman of $4: 
mdria after thoſe waters, and earneſtly 
pray for them: 0 Lord, give me of th4 wa- 
zer, that Itbirfli not J-hn 4.15. Give me, 
- O Chriſt, though bur 4-drop of this water, 
that is, ſome-thirft and defice after Eternal - 
life, In the year after the Nativity of cur 
Lord-fourſcore and one (as Suetonius, Dion,: 
and Plinizs Secuntus tell at large ) onthe 
firſt day of November, . about  feyen of the 
clock, at the mountain Yeſavius in Cam- 
paniz, there was an horiible eruption of 
fire, before which there went an unuſual 
drought, and grievous earthquakes, There 
was alſo heard noiſe under earth,- asif it: 
had been. thunder. The ſea roared and-. 
: : made: 
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almoſt at an end, and that the laſt day was 


come , Wherein all ſhould be conſumed - 
with fire : For there was ſuch abundance. 
of aſhes ſcattered. up and down over land 


and (ea, and in the air, that there was 


much hurt done amongit men and catte], _ 
 andin the fields, that fith and fowl were 
deſtroyed, that two citics, the name of - 
the one was Herculanum, and the name of 
the other Pompcii, were utterly ruined. 


Theſe and ſuch other like Caperns in the 


earth, with Precipices and Fiery mountains. 


always flaming, but never going out, are 


lively examples given us by God, to putus. 


in mind of the fire ot hell, in which the 


bodies of the curſed thall be always burn- 
ing, but never be burnt out, Concerning |. 


this you may read Tertull;- 
an, Minutins, and Pacidit,, Tertul. Apol. 


See, O man,how provident=- 6.48. Minus; 


ly even Nature her ſelf doth - in of. Paci- 


go before thee, and as it- cian. Depu- 


were lead thee by the hand nitent. & 
to the contemplatian of E- confeſſ. 
tereity. 


To 


upon Eternity. 37- ; 
_ madeanoife ; the heaven thundered as if - 
mountains bad in conflift met together ; 
Fon {tones were ſeen tofall ; theair was . 
filled with ſmoak and fire mixt, together ; 
the-Sun did hide his head. Whereupon it 
was thought by many that the world was . 
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To conclide, this Time of ours carrieth 
with it ſome ſign and print of Eternity, 
Nature fain would have us learn the thing 
fignified by the fign, and take a ſcantling 
of Eternity-by the little module and mea- 

lure of time, Ir is the ſayi 
In. Sent, of St, Auguſtine, Thk % the 
ſen. 270. difference between thingsTem- 

poral and. Eternal : We Jove 
things Temporal. more before we have 
them, andetteem them-not {fo much when 
we have.them: for the ſoul] cannot be ſa- 
tisfied but with true and ſecure Eternity, 
and joy which is Etcynal and incorruptible, 
But things Et2rnal, when they are aQually 
poſſeſſed, are much more loved than before 
when they were only deſired and: hoped 
for :- For neither could F aith believe, nor 
Hope expeR ſo much as Charity and Love 
ſball find when once we ſhall be admitted 
to poſlefſion, Why then doth not earth 
ſeem vile in oureyes, eſpecially when we 
 muſtere long forſake it> And why do we 
not with ardent deſire lifr up our eyes to 
Heaven where we ſhal] inherit a Kingdom, 
and that Eternal? : 


hou art weighed in the balan 
and' art bra Wang” pas nes | 


4, VL 
u VHS" WE 
4 WH \\\\ 
1} = = 
J ol E _ \it.. 
= RN ad Wl; 
bs W 
© 
oe "_ 7 
aF: F 
_ k 
Z , 
&  L 
— A _ h ; 
of) 


= — — 


That man re wa 5 notETERNITE 


who 1 7th tus money mor 
anatly then ks be : 


; . CRE? 
NPI ptr en —_—— ls dal 
C 


(41) 


MISSES Ee EEIIOES 


THE THIRD. 


CONSIDERATION 


Upon 
ETERNITY. 


tt. 


| wherein the old Remi principally plc 


their Eteraity, 


FP rec panty chang 
— emen 

_:  Citherdid _ 
to be wrote, or wrote-thin 
read ;- bur thoſe. men of- moſt 


which- could do both.,. So the Hey | 


thought they might three-manner of ways 
eternize thele #2 ame, and-tranſmit their 


names unto poſterity, Firlt they. wrote 
many excellent things ; manxexcellentine. 
deed, bur not all, not 81l chaſt; not alt- 
holy : They committed to writing. their 


own blemiſhes, their diſhoneſt loves, and 


filthy luſts, But thi- was no honeſt or Kings 
_ [high way to Eternicy, How many books , 


have died before their Authors, and'accor- 


ding,to Platy, have been like unto the = 
ens . 


2; 
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dens of Adonje: as ſoon dead as ſprung up! 
They pleaſed not long which quickly pleas 
ſed. But ſuppoſe the books of all the Ro- 
mans ſhould out-live time, and be always 
extant, and expoſed. to publick view, yet 
they ſhould not be able ro give life unts 
their Authors, | 

Again, the Romans did not only write, 
but alſo did many brave works worthy to- 
be recorded by the pens of eloquent and 
learned men, and theſe works were of di- 
vers kinds, They ſought Eternzyy in many 
things, but found it in nothing, as we are 
- taught to believe, They were great ( we 
do not deny it } in civil and warlike affairs, 
at home and abroad: .admirable for their. 
Skill in Arts and Sciences : Magnificent 
and profuſe in ſetting forth ſhews, and be- 
Rowing gifts : wonderful even to aſtoniſhe 
ment for ſtately Buildings, Tombs,Vaults, 
Monuments and Statues, as you may gueſs 
by theſe few.-particulars, which I will brief. 
ly run over, 

Auguſtus, in his own name,. and. at. his 
own proper charges, ſet-forth Plays and 
Games four and twenty times, and at the 
charge of the common Treaſury,three and 
twenty times: and never a one of thoſe 
colt him under two Millions and five Hun- 
© ered Thouſand Crowns ; and this ſo great 
a.ſum of money, I ſay, was all lajd out - 

upon 
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upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 
cheapeſt that ever Auguſtus ſet forth,came 
ro-a Million two-Hundred and fifty Thou- 
ſand Crowns, % 
Nero guilded over the whole Theatre, 
the Ornaments of the tyring houſe and 
Comical implements he made all of gold: 
To theſe you may add ſquare pieces of 
wood or wooden Lots ſcattered amongſt 
the people, which had for their Inſcripti. 
ons, whole houſes, fields, grounds, farms, 
ſlaves, ſervants, beaſts, great ſums of fil- 
ver, and many times jewels a great num- 
ber: To whoſoevers lot fell any one of theſe 
he preſently received according to the in- 
{cription. 

The ſameNero for a Donative to a com<= 
mon ſoldier, -commanded to be told two 
bundred and fifty-thouſand crowns. 7 

Agrippina ( Nero's mother )) cauſed the 
like tum of money to be laid upon a Table, 

thereby ſecretly reprehending and labour. 
ing to reſtrain her ſons profuſeneſs. Where= 
upon Nero- perceiving that he was toucht, 
commanded another ſum to be added as 
great asthe former, and ſaid thus, Ne(ci- 
ebam me tam parum dediſſe, I forgot my .{clf 
mn gtving ſo little. | 
The jame Nero entertained at Rome for 
nine monerks togerher King Tiridates, and 
was every day at colt tor him twenty hob 
an 
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ſand Crowns, which came in nine months * 
| to-five millions and forty thouſandCrewns, 
And at his departure he gave him for a'Vi- 
*4ticum, or to ſpend by the way, two mil-. 
lions and an half, What ſhould I tell 
-you of their ſtately and magnificent buil. 
dings? | 

Caligula the Emperour made a bridge 
over an Arm of the Sea, three Miles. 
long, | 
There were Temples in'Rome four hun. 
- Cred twenty four, moſt of them were mag- . 
nificent. 

Domitian ſpent upon the ſole guilding of 
the Capito], bevew millions. 

On the ſtairs of the Amphitheater, which 
' were made a]l of ſtone, there might ſit ve- 
ry conveniently, fourſcore and ſeven thou- 
ſand ſpeQators ; 'above, there might ſtand 
- Found abGut twelve thouſand. In all fours 
fcore and nineteen thouſand, 

- Befides many others, there were twelve 
publick Baths made by the Emperor,where 
men might bathe gratis. . ; 
- -Im the hot Bathes of Antoninus, there | 
were of- poliſhed ſtone one thoufand and: | 
fix hundred ſears, and there might ſo ma- 
Ty men; bathe themſelves very convenis. 
ently. . 

- In the Bath of Hgtruſcus, as Pliny ſaith, 
all was of filyer, f 4 es for the wa= | 

ter, 
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' rer, the lips of the Bath, and che veryfloor 
-it ſelf. But paſs to other things, | 
At Rome there were almoſt as manySta- 
tues as men, of no worſe-matter than fi]. 
yer and gold,befide infinite others of Braſs, 
'Matble, and Ivory. | 
Domitian had one of - Gold in the Capi- 
'tol, of an hundred pound weight. | 
.Commodus and Clandings had alſo Statues - 
. of Gold, each of them being of a thou= 
ſand pound weight, * Claudins had alfo in 
the place at Rome called Roſftra, another 
: of Silver. Hereupon there was a certain 
- Officer appointed , who 'was called the 
Count of Rome, on'whom there attended 
-a great many ſoldiers continually to guard 
and look to the great number of Statues, 
The way which is called Appia, will ex- ' 
erciſe a nimble footman five days tn rune 
ning it over. Itreached in length, -from 
Rome to Capua ; ſo broad,that two Coache - 
es might meet, and never trouble one ano- 
ther; ſoſolid and firm, as if it were all of 
one ſtone, in no place looſe or broken up, 
There were alſo more ways like into this. 
It is incredible what good Authors do write 
of their Conduits and Aquzduds, - _* 
+ Claudius the Emperour beſtowed abont 
one, ſeven Millions of Gold and a half; 
and there were maintained ſix hundred 
men with the only keeping and looking to 
| 'the 
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the waters, Theſe were great works in« 
deed, but the Authors thereof in part de- 
ſerved reprehenfion for their immoderate 


profuſeneſs, There. was at Rome one 


thing that ſurpaſſed their ſtately build. 
ings, but ( as for name, to ſay no worſe, 
and to ſpare your ears) diſhonourable,and 
not fit to be named, They had certain 
Vaults under earth-built with arches, you 
may call them the finks of the City ( they 
called them .Cloacas) running with water, 
to carry away all the filth of-the City, Of 
theſe there were ſo many, ſo large, and 


_ ſo long, that you may well reckon them 


amongſt the wonders of the wor'd, I 
need not inſtance any more ; theſe which 
I have named are ſufficient, He that is 
any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath 
heard of the great power and wealth of 
the Rpmane in former ages, will eafily 


. believe my relation : if he will not believe 


me, Jet him believe the teſtimony of $ye« 
zonius, Dion, Caſſims, Pliny, Livy, and 
others that have wrote of the Roman mo- 
numenty, 

Theſe things which I have reckoned up, 
are very laudable in themſelves, But 
they governed their Commonwealth ſo 
prudently, that in war for the moſt part 
they were unconquerabje, for Arts. and 
Sciences excellent, for Virtue illuſtrious; 

| 1n- 
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infomuch that, Cyn:45 an Ambaſſador ſent 
from Pyrrbus, 2 very eloquent and inte]- 
ligent man, when he had all in vain ſolici- 
red the City to.make-a League with. his 
Lord and Maſt.r , which League could 
not ſtand with the honour of the Romans, 
upon his return told the King, That he 
thought the City to be a Tempic, and all 
the Senators, Kings. Herein the Roe 


mans were highly to be commended : but 


in this they were much overſeen ( though 
other wiſe very prudent men) in placing 
their Eteynity in ſuch. things as neither 
could give unto them nor ad in them un 
ſelves Eternity. If the Romans had made 
choice of Saint Auguſtine for their guide 
in the way to Eternity, he would have 
ſhewed them a, more certain: and readier 
way. For what ſaith he > We do not 4c» 
count thoſe Emperours happy which baue 
reighned long, or which have often triumphed 
4 Conquerors over their Enemies, or which 


have treaſurcd up much wealth. Theſe things 


often happen ts. thoſe that have no right or 
title ro the Kingdom which 4 Eternal, Wha 
then in'Saint Auguſtines opinionare to be 
accounted truly happy ?. Hearken, Oye 
Emperours, O ye Kings and Princes ; You 
ſhall in Saint Auguſtines (cnſe obtain true 
and Eternal happineſs, by the obſervation 
of theſe Rules following, 

F | D 1, The 
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I, The Rule of Fuſtice. By ruling juſt= 
ly, and hating the very vizard and paint- 
ed face of injuſtice. 

2, The Rule of Modefly, By not being 

puffed up by the vain applauſes, acclama- 
: tions and titles of honour, but'by remem. 
bring y our ſelves to be but men, 
' 3. The Rule of the Fear and Love of 
God, By propagating by all means the 
true Worſhip of God ; by ſubjeQing all 
humane power to his Divine Majefty ; by 
ſerving him in. fear and love, 

4. The Defire of Heaven, By ſetting 
your loye and affeQion upon the Kingdom 
which is Eternal, where one ſhall not envy 
anothers power. | 

5. The Rule of Facility, and readineſs 
to forzive, By being ſwift to forgive, and 
_ flowto puniſh, but when the glory of God, 
and the neceſſity of the Commonwealth 
calleth for ir, | OT 

6, Mercy and Liberality, By temper- | 
ing the ſeverity of the Laws by the Oyl | 
of Mercy, and the ſweet odour of bene- 
fcency. ! | 
© 7. Continency. By not giving the reins 
to Carte but by bridling your appetites 
and'conctpiſcences z and the” more liber=- 


ty you haye, the leſs abufing it unto li- 
centiouſneſs. | 
8, Modcration of Paſſions, By choofing | 
rather 
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rather to get the conqueſt over evill Paſ- 
ſions, than by domineering over Na- 
tions. | 

9, The ſtudy of Humility and Prayer. 
By doing all theſe, not for vain-gloty, but 
for the glory of God, and the attainment 
of Eternal felicity: and again, by never 
negle&ing thar moſt noble facrifice of 
Humility and Prayer. 

Theſe Rules or Laws hath Saint Aus 
guſiine tixed upon the double gates of rhe 
world, are a glaſs fit for Princes to look 
into, But, O ye Romans, how far have 
ye gone aſtray trom the way that leadeth 
unto the gates whereon theſe Laws are 
fixed ! Not to ſpeak of other things, you 
have inltead cf «ne and the only true God, 
brought in innumerable others, to wor= 
thip them which are no Gods For Rome 
ſeemed to make ita great matter of Reli- 
gion, to refuſe ro falſity ; and when ſhe 
ruled a)\molt over all nations, to ferye and 
follow the errors of.all Nations, 

But to let theſe things paſs alſo : how 
yain and ridiculous a thing is it for them, 
to leave behind them al] rheir Eternity in 
Parchments and Papert, in Marble and 
other Stone, in Theaters and Pyramids, 
in Monuments and Tombs ! What is now 


become of their Eternity which was ſome- 


time carved in Stone ? The ſame hath 
| D 2 hapned, 
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-hapned unto Rome, which alſo . befel] Fe- 
Tyſalem, The Diſciples pointing at the 
buildings of the Temple at Feruſalcm, ſaid 
unto our Sayfour Chriſt, Maſter, £cewhat 


-manner of ftones, and what buildings are 


- there! Mark 13, 1, Whereupon Chriſt an- 
ſwered and ſaid, Sce ye all theſe buildings? 
Perily I ſay uno you, there ſhall not be icft 
bere one ſtone upon another, that ſhall -not be 
thrown down. Matth.:24, 3. So there is 
nothing Etcrndlin this world, -And where 
is now old Rome? If this queſtion be de- 
manded ; the anſwer may be this, Here it 
was. Where are they that built it ? They 
are dead and gone. There is not ſo much 
as their aſhes left of them. And ere long we 
muſt all go the ſame way, -become like a 
ſhadow, return unto duſt, and be reſol- 
ved into nothing. -Oh the poor and mean 
condition of mortal men., even at the 
greateſt'! Okthe inſtability and frailty of 
the ſtrongeſt men, even in the prime of 
all their ſtrength ! For what is now be- 
come of all thoſe things, or where are 
they-? they are quite vaniſhed away, Where 
is their money, which they heaped up be. 
yond belief 2 "tz; ſcattered abroad. Where 
are their ftately ard lofty buildings? they 
. &renot to be ſeen. Suchare al] thingsellſe, 
though to us they ſeem never ſo great, no- 
thing elfe but a meer ſhadow,and a dream, 
| if 
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if they. be compared ' witn Eternity, and- 
thoſe things which are Eternal. The foun-;. 
dation on which the whole fabrick of va- 
niſhing glory is ſer up, is roo weak and 
mouldering, and made bur cf Clay,Stone. 
and Marble cannot be ingraven with Cha - 
raters and Inſcriptions of Eternity, Well. 
ſaith LaFantius, The works of mortal men. 
are mortal, That there was a Babylon, a: 
Troy, a Carthage, and a Rome, we be-- 
lieve : Bur if we will believe no more than- 
we ſee, there be ſcarce any reliques or rut- 
nous patts of them remaining, to per- 
{wade us that there were ſuch Cities, So- 


- the ſeven wondeis of the world, ſo Nero's: 


golden Palace , Dioclctzan's hot Baths, 
Antonius his Baths, Severus his Septizo=- 
niam, Falivs his Coloflu-., Pompey's Am-. 
Phitheater, have no footitep or print of: 
them remaining ; no, ſcarce upon record, 
or. regiltred in Books. And how far have . 
all.of theſe come ſhort of Eternity, 


es 


CAP: 1 


' How ſer the Romans bave gone aftray from 


the truc way of Eternity, 


, T Nazareth, in a certain Conclave, . 

_ called by the name of the bleſſed . 
Virgiv,rhere is in one place mentian made . 
D:3., of 
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of a Kingdom,Of which Kingdom there ſhall 
be no end. Luk.1,3z.Such was not the King- 
dom of Solomon ; for that laſted but four 
hu.dred years,even to the Captivity of Be- 
bylon Such was not the Kingdom of the Ro= 
manr,neither of the Perſrans,nor yet of the 
Gractians. For where are now thoſe King= 
'doms in form«r times moſt flouriſhing ? 
Where are thoſe muſt ancient Monarchies; 
How great was Nebuchadncqqar in Chaldca 
and Syria,and after him Belfhaxxar? From 
them the Scepter was tran{lated unto the 
XMedes and Pcrfzuns, to Cyrus and Dariuu, 
Neither continued it thcre long. From 
thence it was tranſlated into Greece, to A- 
lexander,ſurnamed the Great, King of M4- 
cedon, for a long time molt victorious and 
fortunate, But as warlike valour decayed,fo 
fortune failed, And ſo theScepter was trar- 
ſlated into Italy to Fulius Ceſar, and CAa- 
vianus Augiſius, What is become of all 
theſe King ? Where are they ? But thou, O 
Chriſtian man,ſeck that Kingd:+m,Of which 
Kingdom there fyzil he no en}, Numanth1ia, 
-Athens,Carthage, and Sparta, ll are come 
toan end.they are utterly periſhed, Bur as 
for the Kingdom which is above, Cf that 
there ſhall be no end, The King that ruleth 
there is Eternal, and thoſe that live in thar 
Kingdom are Eternal. The Lord ſhall reign 
for ever and ever, Ex0d,15,14, On which 

woids, 
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words,ſaith Origen, Doft thou think that zhe 
Lord ſhall reign ſor ever and ever > Tea, he 
ſhall reign ſor ever and ever, and beyond that 
200. . Say what thou canſt, thou ſhalt Rill 
come ſhorr of of the duration of his king- 
dom: the Prophet will {till add ſomething; 
as for exampl?,after forever, yet more,and- 
ever,or,bcyond that ico. And yer, ſaith Idore, 
though this Kingdom be Eternal, though: 
infinite, though every way bleſſed,though it 
be promiſed t0.us, not a word of that, For— 
what man is there of a_thouſand* that 
fpends the leaſt part of 'a day in medita= 
ting upon that >. that ever once makes 
mention of that? that ever inſtruts his 
wife, his children, and his ſervants con= 
cerning that ?. we prattle much of all 
other things ; but as for heayen there is 
ſcarce any mention made -of that; or if 
there be, ſurely it is very rare, In ſets 
ting forth the commendation of liis own - 
Country, every man is a nimble-tongued- 
Orator : But as for that which is our true 
Country indeed, we bluſh and are almoſt 
aſhamed, being too modeſt in commend> 
ing that, For it is come to paſs in theſe 
days, by the:diſuſe of-holy conference , 
that men think themſelves not witty nor. 

«fecete enough, unleſs they ſpeak idle and 
unvrofitable words, and make fooliſh 
jeſts ; nay that is not all, unleſs their 

.N &. | cheeks... 
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cheeks ſwell, -and' their lips run over with' 
filthy.and unſayoury ſpeeches, Oh ! This 
i> togo aſtray quite our of the way, But ' 
Tet our hearts ard mouths be filled: with: 
the praiſe and defire of things Eternal ; ler 
our thoughts and words always run after 
them ; we have no other way to true glo- 
ty, butthis; ard there is no true glory, 
but that which is Ercrnal. | 
" Thee chief Priefts and the Phariſees a2 
mong(ſt the Jews, to overthrow Chriſts 
power ( as they thought } and to eternize 
their politick Government ,. affembled 
themſelves together in Councel : and- by 
their fooliſh wiſdom (as it proved) made 

| reecives rotheir own hurt. Ele- 
Auzift, gantly ſpeaketh $. Anguſtine of 
oy ah: Lops Conſulting rn 7 prod 
Tating together in ful Court :''The chief 
Prieits, f{airh he, and the Phariſees took 
counſel together what they ſhould do for 
theit own good, and yet they ſaid not, Ler 
#s believe, The wicked and ungodly men. 
ſought more how to hurt and to deſtroy , 
than how to provide for their own ſecurity, 
that they. might. be faved; Ard yet- they 
were in fear and in counſel ; For they faid, 
What do.we ? For this man doth many Mira - 
cles. If we let him thus alone, all men will 
* believe on him, And the Romans fhall 
come , and take away both our Pface and 
| Nation, 


Nation, Joh, it, 47, 48. They were 
afraid to loſe things Temporal, and never : 
thought upon the life which is Eternal s : 
and ſo they Joſt both, Such is the vanity, - 
and afteted mockery of our fooliſh cogi- 
tations, What are we? and what is all 
that we call.ours 2 -T'0 day we flouriſh like 
a lower, we are well fpoken of,we pleaſe, 


and are in favour with men : Burt ( alas !}- 
$0 morrow our flower will fade, we ſhall . 
be-ill ſpoken of, and out of favour with 
God and man: man, whom hitherto we 


pieaſed, and God, whom we never ſtu- 
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died for ropleaſe, We negle& Heaven, . 


and keep not earth : We ger nor the fa- 


vour of God, and loſe the worlds tavour. 
And ſo we are molt deplorately. miſera- 


ble, and deſtitute on both fides, If death - 
would but ſpare thoſe that are the happy - 
ones of this world,. It may be-they might 


find here ſome glory : ſome, I ſay, ſuch 
- as it-is; for there .js- none _true but that 


»w 


which is: in heavert7 | and Eternal, Eur - 
( alas!) death ſpares no man; ſees in - 


the dark, and is not feen; and waiches 


> 


his time when he may ſet upon--us, . when - 
we think not of him, What ſhall become 


of us> whither will he carry-us,- if here we 


have lived wicked]ly > To the bar'of Chriſts - 


judgment, and.from thence to the pit of 


oe 


Hell ; and from thence there: is no re- 
D.s-, demptions;. 
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demption; Nobility from: taence ſets no 
ma" free : Power delivers no man, The 
applauſe of men formerly given , yields 
there no. comfort, Let us here feekthe 
favour of God and his glory, That is the 
true gloty which is got by the. ſhunning of 
vain glory.: and.there is no tru? glory bur 
that which is Ezcynal: 

Wa Solomon in the Proverbs deſcri. 
"4h beth Fiſdom: like a Queen, at- 
$3+3* tended by two waiting- maids ,. 
Epfernity and Glory; the firft on the right 
hand, the ſecond on the lefr, Glory. is 
nothing worth, if there be not joyned with. 
it Etcrnity.; that which all we Chriſtians 
do expe&. For here we bave nv continuing | 

City, but we (cek one 20 come, F ternal in the. 
heavens. The righteous ſhall bc had in cuer- 
lafting remembrance, Heb.13. 14 2Cor.s.. | 
I, Plal. 112, 6, Togiveanalmes to a- | 
poor man,. to moderate a- greedy appe- 
tire, torefiſt anenegiy of chaſtiry , theſe 
are works that require not much pains, or: | 
time fur the doing :-and yet the remem- | 
brance of theſe, rogerher with- their re- | 
ward , ſhall be Eternal, What a ſmall 
thing was it that Mary:Magdalene*®eſtow- 
ed upon- our Saviours feet !. How quickly. 
had ſhe done it ! And yet it is made known: 
#broughout the whole world; Matth, 26, 13, 
Some others, it may be, would have ad- 
+ | mired 
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mired vther things in her , her cherry 
cheeks, her comely countenance, the 
pleaſant flower of' her youth , her rare 
grace, her great riches, her affability and 
courtefie, and ſuch like, - Theſe were not” 


- the things which Chriſt commend: in ker ;, 


hut it was the effice which ſh2 performed 


- unto his feet, The thing ir ſelf was not 


great : and yet it wasa means to procure 
tor:her Eternal glory, and a never dying 
name, It hall bepreachcd throughout the 
whole world : .This-is :the Teſtimony of 
Chriſt, This wotk of hers,was not engra- 
yen in marble, nor caſt in braſs, nor pro- 
mulged-in the Market place ,, ._ nor pro- 
claimed wich a Drum and a Trumpet: and 
yet it hath continued for a memorial of 
her to this day, and ſo ſhall for ever, and 
It - ſhall be: preached throughout the whole 
world, .1f you conſider the aFjonit ſelf , 
Fudas Iſcario? the covetqus Putſe-bearer 
tound fault, with it : Simon'the ſwelling 
and proud Phariſee condemned it : If the 
mdattcrz it was but an Ointment, at the 
moſt not worth abuve thirty ſmall pieces 
of gold : If the place it-was private : If. 
the witneſſes preſent ; they, were but few 2 - 
Itthe perſon; ſhe,wasa woman, and one 
infamons: And yet for all theſe, It ſhall 
be, preached throughout the whole world. . 
How ntany Emperors have advanced their 
” Colours, . 
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Colours diſplayed , theit viftorious and 
triumphant Eagles, and fet up their Stan- 
dards in their Enemies Camp! How ma« 
ny warlike Captains have led popular Ar- 
mies, and commanded them worthily ! 
How many provident Governours have 
ruled their people very wiſely ! How ma- 
ny Kings haye'ereQed rare Monuments, 
and Statues, and built Caſtles and Citie-?! 
How many learned men have waſted their 
brains in new Inyentions, and have like 
Chymicks , diſtilled them into Recetvers 
of Paper! And' to. what end all thi: ? To 
keep their names in continual remem- 
brance, and to be recorded amongit wor= 
thy and memorable men. And yet nor. 
withitanding they lodg in th? bed of ft- 
lence,and lie buried in the grave of oblivi. 
on, Bur one good work that the righteous 
doth, ſhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance © Time and enyy ſhall never de- 
face and conceal jr ; the wiſeſt men, 
Captains, Prelates, and Kings themſelves, 
ſhall with reverence read and hear it. 
Tt ſpall be preached throughout the whote 
world, | 

Tke only way then to immortality and 
true Eternity is, tolive well,” andiſo to die 
well. ''Goro now, ye' Romans, if ye will 
ſeek Eternity 1 ras and Marble monu= 


ments : but you ſhall never fird it there. I 
Ce Ot Int nn hop 


for my parr will wiſh rather with S, Mics 

rome, inthe life of Paul the Eremite, Oh 

remember, faith he, Hicrome a ſinner, 

who if God had given him the choice , 

would have preferred the p-or cloak of 
P:ul with his good works, before the Scar« 
let robes of Kings with their Kingdomes, 
Let us Chriltians here, whileſt we have, 
time, make over our riches z for fear leſt 

we loſe them, let us ſend them betore us. 
into another wor'd : Heaven itands open, . 
ready toreceive them. We need not doubt 
of the ſafe carriage : the Garriers are ve=. 
ry faithful and truſty 3 but they are the 
poor and-needy of this world, We. make 
over unto them here by way of exchange a 
few things of little value, being to receive 
in heaven an excceding Etcrnal weight of. 
glory. 2 Cor./4..17. For fo hath Chri 

promifed upon the performance of this 
precept, I ſay unto you, Make $0: your 
ſelves friend of the Mammon of unrighteouſ- 
neſs ; that when ye fail, they may receive 
you inzo everlaſting habjtations, But let us 
pals from the Romans unto others. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. II. 
A better way: thanths ſormer which the Ro- 
mans followed to Eternity, 


Arins the King of the Perſians, molt: 
notable for his {hughter, had in: 

kis Army ten thouſand Perſcans, - which 
he th-refore called imtmorta} 

(Gal: (as Celium Rhudiginus interpre- 
Rho- teth ir) not becauſe he thought 
digin: they thould never die, ( for 
lib, 8. whereare there any ſuch ?) but 
cap. 2.. becauſe as; any of the number 
G& l.25; was diminiſhzd by ſword«rſick- 
cap..1, neſs, it was preſently mage up ;. 
ſo that {iill rnere was neither . 

more nor. leſs than ten thouſand, Thus: 
Darius framed unto himſelf a.kind of im- 
Mortality and Efernity :. But (alas!Y.it 
was aivery ſhort one; for within a lirtle 
ſpace, he and all his Army: utterly perifh- 
ed; "The Prefittents and Princes afſembled. 
together unto: Darius, and ſaid thus unto 
him, King Darias, Live for cuver, Dan. 6.6, 
Alas, How vain was this wiſh, and how 
ſhort this Eternity e We live but ſeventy 
_ ereighty years at the moſt; we are but 
in a dream, if we think to live here for 
ever. Not without cauſe therefore Xerxcsz 
{when for the conquering and ſubjugating 
; Greece. 


_——Y og, : 'S g : 


npon Eternity, 61* 
Greece ( as Herodotus reports ) he carried. 
with him out of Afz-two great Armies 
both by Sea and Land ( in number three 
and:twenty hundred thvuſand, ſeventeen 
thouſand, and fix-hundred, bc<lides others- 
that attended upon Souldiers) upon a day- 
taking his proſpect from a Mountain, and 
bcholding his Souldiers, fell a weeping :. 
and being asked the reaſon. why, He ſaid 
it was, b:cauſe attera- matter of fifty or - 
fixty years, of ſo many hundred thouſand 
men ſo ſele@and-ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould: 
be found: alive. 

We may dream, . and” feign unto our 
ſelves, L know not what Erernitres; Bur 
in the mean time we: muſt needs die and* 
are-as water ſpils upon the ground, 2:5am- 
14. I4. | 

Another and better type of Eternity was. 
found out at Conflantinople, in the year 
of cur Lord 459, The Church of (fon-' 
ftantinople, in the time when Gennadims- 
was Biſhop, was augmented by a new and. 
noble foundation of a Monaſtery of Ace 
mets dedicated to Saint Fohn- Bapriff.. 
Theſe Acemers were fo called for; not 
fleeping, becauſe they were never'all at 
once to ſleep, bur {til] ro be exerciſed in- 
their courſe night and: day. in finging. 
praifes unto God, Theſe Acwemetr were 
divided after this mariger into three com- 

| . ; panies. 
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companies: ſo that when the fir{t compa- 
ny had made an end of ſinging divine 
praiſes, . the ſecond ſhould begin ; and 
when the ſecond had made an end,. the 
third. ſhould begin, By. means. of this 
oodly inſtitution, the City .had in ſome 
ſort heaven withinit ſelf always ſounding 
with the praiſes of God ; or at leaſt a 
Type or Repreſentation of the Etcrnity 
in hcaven., where God ſhall be piaiſed 
tar all Ercrnity, with great delight and 
cheerfulneſs, and without all wearinefs, 
Therefore hath the Pſalmiſt good cauſe 
-tocry out, Bleſſcd are they which dwell in 
thy houſe, thcy will. till be praiſing Thee. 
Pſal..34..4.. Then ſhall all rhe blefled 
ſa;, as Peter .did upon the Mountain, It 

# good for us ts be here, Marth. 15, 
rernard 4. For, as St, Bernard \peake 
Serm.2, eth, Eternzty it true riches with. 
de 'Om- out meaſure: but he adds this 
S,.S, withal}, Ir is not found, unleſs 

it be ſought with perſeverance, 
But how ſhall we {o ſeek that we may, ob- 
tain it > Hear what the goed Father ſaith : 
By Poverty, by Meckneſs, and by Tears 


- 


there is renewed in the ſoul the ſtamp and | 


image of Eternity, which comprehendeth 
all times, Firſt, Poverty is the way to 
Eternity. Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit :: for 
theirs is the Kzngdom of Heaven Matth 5.3, 


Where . 
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Where poor men are diſperſed and forſa- 
ken, there is. the heart and the money 
locked up together in the cheſt: Where 
money is expended according to the rules 
of Ayarice, there is no affe&.or love of po+ 
verty, there is nodefire or Jove of Etcr- 
rity, Secondly, Meekneſs : By Meckncſs 
we.make our ſe]yes ſecure of things pre- 
ſent, and-have an aflurance of things 
to-.come, Bleſſed are the meek, for they ſhall 
inherit the earth. Matth.5,5.1t any man asf, 
What ſhall we ſay of him that is void of 
Meckne(s.and Patience, that can ſcarce at 
any time ſpeak. a mild word? What gains 
he by his implacable impatience 2 What 
doth ir profit him to rage and fret with in- 
dignation, to make outcries and tumults,, 
to ſhew his will to do miſchief, thought he. 
cannot'effe& what he would; or to con= 
clude, to {a'ute no man civilly, as if he 
were an enemy to all humanity and affa- 
bility 2 Whar ſhall we ſay of ſuch a mand 
If there be any ſuch, he is ſure to. ſuffer 
loſs of goods or good name or. both, . For, 
the riches which he hath-, he poſſcfleth 
nor,. but keeps them lik a dog, whoſe pros 
p2rty is to bark at a. man, to fly upon him,, 
and to bice him : as fcr his good name, if. 
he have any, he ſhall not augment ir by, 
the title of impatience : and as for Hea. 
'ven, he_loſeth that before he bath taken, 
| poilcfiz5n 


polleſſion of it, Thirdly, Tears. For by. 
weeping and mourning we redeem the 
time palt, we recover what we prodizally 
ſpent by finning, But this mourning and. 
forrow mult not laſt for an hour only, or 
fora day ; for this is nothing elſe bur to 
do as he did, who at his mothers death 
put on mourning-clothes, forced. for the 
preſent afew.tears, and ſo went along af= 
ter the bier, and'left her not till he ſaw. 
ber buried ,; but the ſame day, or the next: 
day after, wiped away all tears from his 
eyes, changed -his weepirg. into laughing, 
calt oft his monrning clothes, and put on. 
colours, This is not to mourn in good- 


earnelt, to make an end of mourning ſo. 
fuddenly, But this we do ( alas!) too 


often, To day we make publick conteſlion, 


of our fins to God, and here Abſolution 


we repent us of our fins, and receive the 


holy Communion : and within a day after. | 


we fin again with delight , and without 


fear, and oftentimes more grievoufly than 


before, We deteft: for the preſent the 
wicked courſe of our life paſt 5 and we re=. 


turn again to the ſame paſs, We- forſwear- 


the fins which we formetly. committed ; 
and again the ſame day we commit the 
ſame, So with the ſame tongue we pro- 
claim Chriſt innocent, and crucifte him: 
atrzſh, as if we were the true — 

Qt: 
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of Pontius Pilate, who with one and the. 
{ime mouth did both abſolyc him and 
demn him, confeflifg that he found no 
cauſe of death in him, Luke 23.22,24, and 
yet adjudging him to be crucified, We are 
very fickle and inconſtant, but in yot hing 
more conſtant than in the repetition of a 
vicious coufſe of life, Alas ! alas ! we care. 
ry too much of the Moon, thatis, Lncons 
ſancy in our breaſt. Sometimes we are fo: 
zealous and ſo holy, that we will not ad- 
mit of a cheerful countenance , for fear 
leſt it ſhould hinder our ſanity and devo- 
tion: we look d: murely, caſting our eyes 
down to the ground, and knit the brows, as. 
being angry with our ſelves, when we find 
in cur ſe]ves the leaſt remiſneſs or coldneſs. 
in holy duties, But this ſanRity and deyo= 
tion doth never continue long : after a 
while we begin to hate even piety it ſelf 


| and the ſtream b:ing turned, we turn again. 


to our former riot and intewperance ; and 
we are as ready to diſſolve the knot of 
friendſhip made betwixt God and us, as at 
the firft we were unwilling to have it knit. 
Atlength Picty, attended with ſorrow and: 
repentance, preſents her ſelt again unto us, 
and puts to flight Jaſciviouſneſs, until the 
time comes that we begin ro repent us of 
our repentance, So we ſeldom continue 
lorg in any. honelt. and golly courſe, for 

i; 
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it ſeems unto us too laborious 3 andates. 
very light beck we row down the ſtream of 
our. former uncleanneſs. Such is the in. 
conſtany of ourlife, thar it preſents unf 
our minds all ſorts of pleaſures and vices, 
We make an- outward ſhew of adoring 
virtue : but in heart and mind we fall down 
and worſhip vice ; a moſt laborious kind of, 
ſervice. This is not the way unto Eternity, 
unleſs it be of puniſhment and torments 
which ſhall haye no end, 

Let us fingle out one Chriſtian man of, 
many, and ſuch a one eſpecially as is molt 
addicted to his pleaſure z.let us carry him. 
along with us to the mouth. of a furnace 
red hot and flaming ; and then let us begin; 
to queſtion him after this manner : How: 
much pleaſure wouldeſt thou ask to conti- 
nue burning in this furnace for one day 2, 
He will anſwer to this undoubtedly, L. 
would not be tormented in theſe flames 
for ene day, to gain the whole world and. 
all the pleaſures in the world, Bur let us. 
propound * another. condition unto him, 
What reward wouldit-thou atk to endure 
this fire only: for halt .a day 2-Propound 
what reward you will, there i» nothing fo 
delicare,fo precious,ſo dear untv me, which, 
E,would be willing to buy at ſodear a price, 
as theſe torments, But ro try once more, 
What .ceward, and pleaſure tos 

ask, 
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azk togointo this furnace, and to ſtay there 
but one hour? His-anſwer certainly will be 


| this, Let the moſt coyetous and impudent 


man in the world ask what he can, that is 
net to be compared with the unutterable 
and unſufferable ſcorchings and torments 

f this fire, though they ſhould Jaſt but for 
oh hour. If theſe anſwers be good and 
agreeable to right reaſon, How comes: it 
to paſs, O Govd, that for a little gain,and 
that but-vile, for deceitful honour, and 
that fugitive, for filthy pleaſures, and that 
not long, ſo many men fo litt]e-regard'E- 
ternal puniſhment :in-Hell-fire ! We cane 
not -be perſwaded -with any reward , no 
though it be to.gain a whole world to ſtay 
but for one h-ur in fire Temporal : and yer, 
if citker. gain at any time inviteth-us, or it 
honour {mileth upon us, or pleaſure allu- 
reth us, we never fear Hell and fire Eter- 
ual, But thou wilt ſay, I hope for better ; 
God is merciful, and his goodneſs will not 
ſuffer me to deſpair, or to be terrified with 
the fear cf evil to come. So indeed we are 
wont to ſpeak: and the words in them- 
ſelves are not impious, it our works were 
pious, But for the molt part our works are 
ſuch, that if we rightly conſider them, we 
have little cauſe to-hope for mercy. Ir is a 
very dangerous and fooliſh part, fora man 
t9live ina conttant courle of wpgodliLers 

an 


ſed. Alas! one fin is ſufficient to con- 
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and to hope for Eternity amongſt the blef. 


demn us. Knoweſt thou not what Chrit 


hath threatned in the Goſpel > Ihoſoever 
ſhall (ay unto bs brother Thou fool, ſhall be 
in danger of Hell fire. Matth, 5.23. Know. 
elt thou not what Chriſt hath forbidden? 
Whoſocver looketh upon a women 10 Luft after 
ber, hath committed Adultery with her al. 


ready-in bj heart. v. 28. Knowelt thou not. 


what Chriſt hath premoniſhed ? Not every 
one that (aith Lord, Lord, ſhall enter mto the 
Ringdom of Heaven : bus he which doth the 
Fill of my.F ather which 4 in heaven, Math, 
7.21. Knowelt thou not that Chriſt ſhall 
thut many out of the gate > He that loverh 
father or mothey more than me, i not worthy 
of me: Ani he that taketh not hi croſs and 
Followeth after me , 4% not worthy of me. 
Matth. 10,39,38, Knoweſtthou nor what 
Chriſt hath openly and plainly ſaid, and 
again repeated ? Many be called, but few 
-choſen : Matth, 20.16, & 22, Few indeed, 
yea veryfew, Knoweſt thou not how « ften 
Chrift hath exhorted ro amendment of life? 
Exc-pt ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye ſhall not cntcy into the Kingdom 
of Heaven, Matth. 18.3. Tf thy band or vby 
Foot offend thee, cut them off, and caſt them 


from thce : It 5; better for thee to enter 7nto 
life, bali and maimed, rather 4han having 
N | two 
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two hands, or two fect, to be caſt into ever- 


laſting fire. v. 8. Except ye repent, ye ſhatl 


_ ll likewiſe periſh. Luke 13.3. And not 


long after, Strrve to enter in at the ftraight 
gate-: for many, I (ay unto you, will (cck 
30 enter in, and ſhall not be able, v.24, 
Knowelt thou not how expreſly St. Paul 
recites up all thoſe things that hinder us 


from o—Y into that blefled Eternity > 


The works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which 
are theſe, Adultery, Fornication, Wnclean- 


neſs, Laſciviouſneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, 


Hatred, Pariance,Emulations,”rath, Strife, 
Seditions , Herefies y' Envyings, Mirders 
Drankenneſs, Revellings, and (uch like : of 
the which I tcll you before, as I baue tata 
you in time paſt , that they which do ſuch 
things, ſhallnot inhcrit the Kingdom .of God. 
Gal. 5.19, 20, 21, Now if any. man, be 
uilty to himſelf of any one of theſe fins 
here reckoned up, andis nct fo grieved for 
it, that-he ſeeks by all means poſſible to a- 
void ir forthe time to come, he may fing 
tohimſelf if ke will,this vain Fpero,l hope, 
and I hope: but this mans hope is indeed 
-none at all, but mere raſhneſs and pre- 
ſumption. For a man to adyeiture the 
danger of ſtripes and blows, is an evil that 
may be born. To loſe at play an-hundred_ 
or a thouſand Florens, is a great misfor- 
rune, but maybe endured. To T way 
h mnea 


-head at ſtake, and to bring his life in dan. 
ger, is a bad adventure : but art the worlt 
it is but loſs of life, and thar Joſs'is not of 
a]l other the greateſt, * But to hazard the 
eternal ſalyation hoth of budy and ſoul, by 
living at ancertainties, by hoping in words, 
and deſpairing in works, nuſlifying hope 
by a wicked and ungodly life : this is the 
moſt extreameſt of all evils : this is the 
'moſt grievous misfortunes a man-can fall 
into : this is moſt pernicious raſhneſs and 
boldneſss this is extream folly and mad: 
neſs, Now confider' this , *ye that forget 
God, left ne tear you in pieces, and there be 
wone to deliver you. Plal. 50. 22, 


"OR 


— 


hin 0G MP0.” 
That the way of Eternity % diligently and 
. carefully to be ſought after: | 


JT Et every Chriſtian -man therefore 
L, often ask himſelf, and orhers alſo 
which are in the place of God, this queſti- 
on, What ſhall i do that I may obtain 
bletſed Eternity, or Eternal blefledneſs? 
Am [ in the right way that Jeadeth -unto 
Eternity ? Something I do indegg, but it 
is but very little, -and not wortt-ſpeaking 
of, I thirit and 5reath after the joys which 
are immortal] and Eternal : but few are my 
works, cold and imperfeR at the beſt, and 


altogether | 
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altogether unworthy of an Eternal reward- 
I think it long til] I arrive at the haven * 
but I amrafraid of the troubleſome wayes 


and tempeſts by the way? when as yet 


notwithſtanding that is the ſafeſt and beſt 
way unto heaven, which is molt rough and 
narrow, This-is the'very Truth it (elf of 
Gods mouth pronounceth,and Chriſt pro. 


claimeth, ſaying, Enter ye in at the-ſirait 


gate : For-wide 3 the gate, and broad j the 
way #hat leadeth to deſtruftion, and many 
there be (alack! to many). that go in thereat. 
Becauſe ſtrait the gate, and narrow i ths 
way which leadeth unto life; and few there 
be ( alack! too few) that find it. Matth. 17, 
Iz, 14. Again, Strive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate: For mary, I ſay unto. you, will 
Jerk to enter in, and ſhall not be able. Luk. 13, 
24, Oh what a tearful word is that, 
MANY. and that FE W?! How 
ſhould it make us tremb)e ! But we miſe- 
rable men deceive our ſelves, raſhly pro. 
miling unto our ſelves Etcrnity : and yet 
I cannot tell whether we may bz more 


truly ſaid to hope, or to dream, that we 


ſhall be reckoned amonglt thoſe few befote 
mentioned, Would to God now, even 
now whileſt it 4 the accepted time, and thc 
day of ſaluation, 2 Cor. 6. 2, we would 
bave a diligent and an intent exe upon 


Eternity, and reaſon thus with our ſelves : 


E $57 
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Alas ! What is all this that I ſuffer, Or, 
that I ſee others ſuffer > Ir is nothing if ic. 

| be compared with. Eternizy. Whar- it [ 


could recko? up as many labours and pe- 
rils as Saint Paul himſelf did undergo, as 
they are by him ſet down in his ſecond 
Epiſile to the Corinthians, and the eleventh 
Chapter? 2 Cor. 11, 25, If I thould en- 
dure hunger and thirſt, enmities and inju- 
ries, fickneſs and poverty 2 Yea more, 


whar if I were ſtoned with Saint Paul, and 


beatcn with rods > What it I (uffercd ſhip» 
wrack? ver. 25. Alltheſeare nothing to 


puniſhments Eternal, Therefore in a]l ad- 


yerſity, I muſt thus think with my ſelf, I 
ſhall ſce an end of all. Pſal. 119, g6. 

The Prophet Daniel having reckoned vp 
{undry calamities, at length addeth 1hele 
* words, Even to the time of the end : becauſe 
tt is yet for atime appointed, Dan; 11,35, 
Come hither, come hither, all ye that are 
in affliction, in ſorrow, need, fickneſs, or 
any other calamity, Why do ye drown your 


ſelves in your own tears 2 why do ye-make 


your life bi.ter unto you with impatience 
and complaining ? Here is comfort fit 
you, great comtort drawn from the time 


of thar ſuffering. Are divers calamities] 


upon you? Be not caſt down : have a good 
courage : they fſha]l continue only for 4 
time; Do ye ſuffer contume}y and re- 

Os proach! 
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#poy Etermty. 73 
proach > are ye wearied with injuries > 
are other troubles multiplied upon you ? 
ceaſe to lament ;, all thee ſhall Jait but 
for 4 time; they ſhall not laſt for «ver; 
; your fighing ſhall haveanend,  _ 
Tears may diſtill from your eyes for 4 
time ; but fighes and groans ſhall not 2riſe 


from your hearts for ever. | The time is 
at hand, when you ſhall be delivered from 
. all grief; a1d be tranſlated unto everlaſt- 
4k irg happineſs. This 1: moſt clear by thar 
i in Eccl:fraſticus, A patient man will heay 
of foratime, and afterward joy ſhall ſpring up 
1.8 wznto him, Ecclus.1. 23. Burt ye alſo which 
think your ſelves the only happy men on 
earth, and the darlings of the world, know 
1p thus much, and be not proud , neither 
le} lift up your horn; All your ſeeming hap- 
ſe | pinels ( for it is no more at the beſt) hath 
5, | but ſhort and narrow bounds and limits, 
ref} and is quickly paſſed over. Your triumph- 
orſ| ing is but for atimes; your g.lden dreams 
ur lait but for a time aftera time, and that 
ke | nor long, death will command you to put. 
ice} off Forcunes painted vizard, and ſtand as. 
fir}  mong(t the croud. Then ſhall ye truly ap- 
meſl pear ſo much the more unhappy, by how 
ties} much the more ye ſeemed to your ſelves 
od] before, in your own fooliſh imaginations, 
r i} moſt happy, Therefore whether ſorrow 
re-|| or joy, all is but for 4 time in this Sn 
E 2 T 
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"Itis Eternity alone which is not concluded _ 
within any bounds of time, Whether ' 
therefore the body ſuffer or the mind;whes- . 
ther-we' loſe riches or honors ; -whether 
our patience be exerciſed by ſorrow or 
grief, cares, or any aſflitions, inward or 
outward al]l is but painted and momenta« 
ny, if we think upon-Etcynal puniſhments 
For- when -fifty - thouſand years ſhall be 
paſled after the day of Judgment, there 
tha}l il] remain fifty thouſand Millions of 
years 3 -and when thoſe likewiſe are paſled, 
there-hall ſtil] remain-more and more, 
and yet more Millions of years, .ard there 
ſhajl never be an end, Bur: who thinks 
upon theſe things ? who weighs and confi- 
ders them wellwith himſelt e Sometimes 
we ſeem to have favcur of things Eternal ; 
but -we are toſled up and down with the. 
motions and thoughts of things paſt, and 
things future ; our heart wavereth, and is 
full of vanity, Who will eftabliſhit, and 
ſetit in a ſure place, that it may fiand a 
while, and-ſtanding admire, and admi- 
ring be raviſht with. the ſplendor of. Etcr- 
nity, which always-ſtands, and 

Auguſt. never paſſeth away-? Well. did 
lib. 11, AMyrogenes, when -Euſftachins 
conf, Archbiſhop of Ferwſalem ſent 
cap, 11, gifts unto him, he did very 
| well, I ſay, in refvſing my 

| an 
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and "ayiog, Do bur one thing for me, On- 


ly pray for me, that I may be delivered 
from Eternal torment. N:ither 


 wasTully out of the way when he Tull, 


ſaid, No humane thing can ſeem _.Tuſc. 
great unto a wiſe man, who hath - queſF. 
the knowledg of all Eternity,and lib,-3,. 
of the magnitude of the whole 

world, But Franch, the Author of. the. 
Order of the Franciſcans, hath a ſaying 
far better than that of Tully, The pleaſure 
that is. here, ſaith he, is bur ſhort ; but 
the puniſhment that ſhal] be hereafter, is 
infivite : The labour that is here, is: but 
ſmall ; but the glory which ſhall be heres 


. after, is Eternal, Take your choice, Ma- 


ny are called, few choſen, but all reward-, 
ed according to their works. ” 

'Letus haften our repentance therefor?, 
whileſt we have time. Ir is bet- 


. ter, ſaith Guerricus, to be-pur« Guerr.”. 


ged by water than by fire, and Serm.. 

itis far eaſier. Now is the time de Purd.. 
for repentance ; .Let our tim?ly 2 

repentance therefore prevent puniſhment, 
Whoſoever is afraid:of the hoar troſt, . the 
ſnow ſh3]l fall upon him; he which feareth 
the lefler derriment, ſhall ſuffer a greaterz. 
ne which will not undergo the light bur« 
den of Repentance, ſhall be forced to un- 


_ dergo the. molt heavy burden and moſt. 


E 3 grievous 
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76 The third Conſideration 
orieyous puniſhment of Hell, S, Grego» 
ry. hath a ſaying. to this purpole 3 Some 
jaith be, whileſt they are afraid of Tem-.. 
porat puniſhments, run themſelves: upon- 
7ermal puniſhments, Hithcr we may add 
thar of Pacian; Remember, ſaith be, that 
in hel] there is no place for confeſſion of 
fins, no place for Repentance z' for then 
it is too Jate to repent, and the time is pait, 
Make haſt therefore whi!leſt you are in the 
way, Weare afraid of Temporal fire, and: | 
the Executioners hands ; but what are. 

theſe tothe claws of rormenting 
eAmbr, Devils, and the Everlaſting hire 
cap, 8, of Hell> The Counſel of Saint 
ad virg, Ambroſe to a lapſed Virgin fits: 
layſ. well in thisplace, 

True Repentance, ſaith he 
ought not to be in word only, but in deed, 
and this is true Repertanee indeed , if 
| thou ſetteſt 'before thine cyes. from what 
_ glory thou art fallen; and conſidereſt- 

with thy ſc;f out of what book thy name is 
blotted ; and believeſt that now thou art 
near unto utter darkneſs, where there is 
weeping & gnaſhing of teeth without end, 
And when thou art certain'y.periwaded 
that theſe things are true, as indeed they. 
are, ſeeing thar the ſoul that finnerh is in 
danger of Hel] fire, and there is no means 
after Baptim left. ro eſcape, but only Re- 
: pentance z 


upon Eternity, 
pentance; be content to ſuffer any la- 
| bour, and to undergo any affliction, to be 
freed from Eternal puniſhment, The dif 
eaſes of -the body move the fick man to 
purge the body-: Let the difeaſcs of our 
ſouls move us alſo to take the purgation of 
repentance : lex the deſire of our ſalvation 
move us : let the fear of Eternal death 
and Eternal torments move us : let the 
hope of attaining Eternal. life and Eternal 


| gloxy move us. Let us embrace that 


__—_— the ſoul, and let us eſchew 
that which polluteth it. And nothing de= 
| filzs the ſoul more--rhan a filthy body? 
Faithful is this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, 
and worthy of us to be embraced. | 
O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us that we- 
may {o poſſeſs things tranfirory and tempo- 
rel, that finally we loſe not the things 
which are Eternal : and give us grace to . 
walk in their ſteps, and to follow their good : 
example, of whom Saint Auguſtine ſpeaks, 
eth ; Many there are, faith he, that wil-. 
lingly come under the yoke, and of proud. 
and haughty men, become humble -and 
lowly, defiring to be what before they dex 
ſpiſed, and hating tobe what before they 
were; paſling by, like itrangers, things 
preſent, and waking haſt with greedineſs 
after things ro come. They pant in their 
running towards their Eternal..Country , 
| 'E 4. 4h doth 
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preferring Abſtinence before Fulneſs 3 
Watching before Sleep, and Poyerty be- 
4 fore Riches, accounting labour in the 
bo conqueſt of vices to be bur pleaſure, loving 
4 their enemies, paſſing by injuries; and 
all for the hope of an Eternal reward, And 
who then would not ſuffer any extremity 
and labour,to purchaſe unto themſelyes an 
Eternal reward? $9 ; | 
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CONSIDERATION, 
| Upon | 
E'T-E-RN £+7--T; 7 


How boly David meditated upon Eternity, . 
' and how we ſhould imitate him. 


_ "Hat God ſhould puniſh the Apo= - 7 
- ſtate Angels and men condemned _*? 
— at thelalt day, with Eternal pu-.. 2 
niſhments, this hath ſeemed (oftrange to . . 3 
ſome and ſo incredible, that Crigen him- 
ſelf, a man otherwiſe of-an admirable wit - 
and excellent learning, : very well skilled - 
in Scripture, hath been ſo bold 'as te; 
teach, that the Devils and tbe Dainned : 
after a certain -time, when they ſhall be --. 
ſufficientiy purged by the fire from their + 3 
fins,ſhall at length be reſtored EN EIITSE. 
to grace, But-S. Auguſtine and -- Lid.21.De '+ 4 
others convince him and con- civitate.. _ 


- 7 


, . * #.. 8 4 CN 
demn him of this his error, Yet Dei vz4p..*._ + 


notwithſtanding this . error © 231, '&@6, 
hath*found in the wo: 1] many ; eh 


_— B2z 'T he fourth Conſideration J 


favourers, Certain Hereticks called the - 


' Aniti, havediſſeminated and ſcattered it 


throughout Fparn, by divers their inter= 
pretations.Some theught that all the dam- | 
_ ned, others that-Chriſtians only , others ' 
that Catholicks only , others that thoſe 
only that had been more liberal than 0- 
thers in giving of-alms, ſhou!d be deliver= 
ed at Jen. th out of H=]1Il, Though St. Aus 
guſtine hah not retuted theſe their errors, 
yet the holy writ hath done it plainly and 
openly. Matth. 25.. 41. Depart from me 
ye curſed into everlaſting fire: And again, 
ver. 45. eAnd theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
Lifting puniſhnent, but the righteous into. life 
Eternal, Here no Glofles or Incerpreta- 
tions will ſerve their turn to defend their 
errours. Wherefore the Divine Pſalmiſt . 
King David, though he d-lighted much in 
the conſideration of.- both times , that 
which was paſt, and that which was to 
come, . Mine cyes, (ſaith he, ) prevent 
the night-watches : Pſal. 119. 148! and 
again nz another place, Thou bholdeſt- 
" mine eyes waking: I am ſo troubled that I 
cannot (peach Plal. 77, 4. What was it, 
Blefled Prophet, that thus broke thy ſleep? 
What bufineſs hadi thou todo ſo early, 
before day-light > What cauſed thee ſo ro 
keep. filence, and to be troubled in mind? 
_ Hear what he ſaith, I have at 
ays 


upon Eternity, 83 
 daysof old, and the years of ancient timers 
' and the years of Eternity I have had in my 
mind. Pſal. 77. $5. Lo, this was the wen, 
that broke: his keep, when he compare 
' the years that were palt with the years that 
were to come, and with Eternity, Nei- 
ther did he thus in the day only, but I call to- 
remembrnnce, (aith he, my ſong in the night- 
I commune with my own heart, and my ſpirit 
made diligent ſearch, ver..6, And what 
moved him to this nightly exerciſe ? Will 
the Lord caſt off for ever 2 and will he be fa- 
wourable no more ? k his mercy clean gone for - 
ever ? See how he fears and trembles at 
the very conſideration of Ezernity, how he 
is afraid of Gods judgments, left God 
ſhould puniſtr them-with Eternal puniſh . 
ment. And what is the endand effeR of this 
Meditation? Ant I ſaid, This # mine in- 
firmity : But I will remember , &c, or, 
Now I will begin. Soin an inſtant,at the 
very ſame minute, he became better than 
he was, and delayed-not, - neither did he 
defer his Repentance, and pur it off till 
worſe years; But, ſaith he, Now I wil 
begin, now I will livea more godly life 
than [ have done, He faith not, Aﬀer 
ſuch an hour, or after ſuch a day but, 
Now, even now. - I, will ſome men' lay, 
if I were as David was :- If I could-medi= 
tate of Eternity as bleſſed Dayid did ,- it 
may, 
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_ grown ſtale. We know well enough. al- 
ready 2 what need you repeat it ſo often, 


may be then I would.readily and with 
alacrity ſay with David, - Now I will be- - 


"gin ; But 1 am ſo intangled with daily . 


cares, fo-hindred with worldly buſfineſs,.. 
ſo diltrafted into divers parts one way or 
other, that I cannor. I live amonglit men, . 


I ſee and hear much evil ; I have no time - 


or leiſure once to have ſo:good athought in . 


mind as the thought of -Eternizty,, When . 


we ,meet together in company to make 

merry, amidit our ſports,and amongſt our.- 
cups, we never confer about ſuch grave 
points.: our minds wander up and down . 
about many things, and cannot then fix. . 
themſelves upon the conſideration of Etey-- 
#ity,, At: our* feaſts and merry-meet-. 
ings we take. our cups, and, pleaſe our- 
x in making jefts : Thoughts of Eter-- 
7ity are to ſevere,too ſad and melancholick 

to be entertained by us; we baniſh ſuch - 
our of our company, We enquire what - 
news out of Ftaly, or France, or Spain. : 
That which.you tell us of ſo often concern- 

ing Heaven and Hel], is now old, and : | 


till we loath ir ? So by this means there is 


noplace or time left once to think upon |} 


Eternity,  O Chriſtian Brother, it is true 


| Indeed which thou ſayeſt, I cannot deny «| 


it, But i could wiſh .chou wouldſt be as 
; -£EAagy 
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ready and forward to amend thy fault, 
as to confeſs it, It is too clear and mani- 

feſt, weſee it with our eyes, that there is - 
little or no care in the world of Eternity, . 
although one thing or other every day Kill _ 


. 
. 


puts us in mind of it, | 
The Book of the Rites and Ceremonies - 
of the Church of Rome at the Conſecration: , 
of their Biſhops doth appoint theſe words 
to be recited, Annos Eternos in mente þh4.. 
be, Keep itill in mind the years of Eternity 
or, Think upon Eternity. For when the Pope - 
newele&, ina folemn manner is. carried - 
along to St. Peters Church,” there:goes one 
before him , having in his hand burving 
flax, and ſhaking it he repeateth thrice 
theſe words, Pater Sane, ſic tranſit glovia-: 
mundi, Holy Father, ſo the glory of the world - 
paſſeth away.. It were a deyout and; godly - 
praQice, it we did every. day at the begin. _ 
ning and end of all our aQions, ſay- unto 
our ſelves theſe words, Annes &/Eternos in + 
mente habe, Think upon Eternity, But e- 
ſpecially when we are tempted unto any 
fin, when the Devil ſuggeſts and puts into 
our minds ill thoughts,and when our Con- 
ſcience is in danger of being wounded, Q » 
then Think upon Eternity. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. 1, 


Divers admonitions to think upon Eternity;:. 


Y) Hi:ip King of Macedon appointed a cer- - 
tain noble young man to ſaJute him. 


thrice every morning after this manner, 


Philippas, homo &s ; Remember Philip,T boy - 


art but 4 man ; that being pur daily in 
mind of his mortality, he might carry him- 


felf towards mortal menlike a morta]:man, . 
Much more ought . every. good: Chriſtian 
man, and true member ot the Carhvlickt 
Church, be a monitor unto himſelf, and. 
with due confideration thrice at the leak : 


every day ſay to himſelf, Eternity, Eterni- 


ty, Eternity | Why ſo? Set thine houſe in 


order(faith the Prophet ro King Hcqekiah;) 
For thou ſhalt die and. not live, There will 


come an evening for certain, after which + 
thou ſhalt ſee nv morning ; or there will - 


come a morning, after which thou ſhale 


ſee no evening.. Have an eſpecial care | 
therefore in all thy aGions, that thou 


woundeſt not tfiy Conſcience.; and- truſt 
not too far tothoſe things that periſh, for 
fear leſt thou thy ſelf rogether with them 
doſt likewiſe periſhy and finally. loſe the 
things that are Eternal, ' | 


It is a cuſtome in Germany, and not to - 
be difliked, inthe evening when a Candle - 
Mn bs 
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is fiſt lighted, or brought into a room, .to 'I 
ſay, Deus det noby lucem &/Eternam, God 
grant unto us light Eternal, We ſhall do 
well to imitatethe Germans in-this cuſtom: 

"| or.rather it is already in uſe,and hath been 
| | long ago in many parts of this Kingdom,to . 
; | fay, God grants the light of heaven; Ir is 
b-4 

| 


yery good daily to put us in mind of Eters 
my. 

There is likewiſe a kind of Eteyn/ty in 
ſlavery and impriſonment, but infamous 
and horrible. It is a cruel puniſhment, and 
worſe than death itſelf in ſome mens judg= 
ment, to be condemned to poten! im-< 
_ or to be a perpetual Gally=. 

ve. 

Thoſe which are opprefled with ſickneſs. 
or other ſorrows, do likewiſe imagine with. 
themſelves, that even in their, ſufferings, 
there is a kind of Eternity, Whence it comes, 
| topaſsthat we often, hear them utter ſuch. 
diſtempered ſpeeches as theſe, Will this laſt 
always? Shall T ftill without end be nailed. 
faſt ro my bed ? ſhall T ſuffer theſe pains and- 
ſorrows perpetually >. ſhall T always be thus. 
vexed and tormented 2 Alack! theſe Eter- 
 Nitiesare but ſhort, and ſoon come to-an 
end, Butif it be ſo grievous to fleſh and. 
blood to endure livery or impriſonment 
here on earth, though but for a moment. 
( for our life is no longer, according to 1% 

. ' vid's 


vid's meaſure, but a ſpan, which is very, 


ſhort ) what care and diligence, and whar-. 


circumſpe&ion ought we to uſ?, that we 


be-not caft into the priſon of hel], and into © 
the fathomleſs pit, where there is ſlavery. 


and impriſonment, pain and torment, to 
be endured throughout all ages, beyond. 
all times, even to all Eternity ! 


Dr TY 
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CHAD, II. 
Tht Eternity tranſcends all numbers of A-. 
riinmetich. 


Tix is a very common and well” 


.known Arithmetick, which children... 
are taught; when they firſt go.to School; Þ 


and thisis it, Suppoſe there was a moun= 


tain of very fine ſand as big as the whole. 


earth, or rather much bigger : then ſup. 


poſe that every year an Angel ſhould take. 
from-this mountain one, and but one grain. 
of ſand-: how many thouſand,. and thou- | 
ſand, and again I ſay thouſand, . yea how: 


many hundred thouſand, and yet more, 


how many thouſand millions of years mult 


there needs paſs, before it can be percei- 
ved that the mountain. is grown leſs, or any 


whit diminiſhed > Let a man that is Skilful ; 
in Arithmetick fit down, and begin to caſt," 


how many . years mult paſs before the, 


mour.s . 
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mountain, or half the mountain be remo=< 


yed by the Angel, Certainly we cannot 


conceiye that ever he ſhall be able to cait 


up the total number of the ſand, But here=. 


in are we miſtaken , for although we can- 


not conceive it peſſible to be done, yet it- 


may be done, But Eternity exceeds this 


it is moſt certain : for between 4 thing fi- 


nite and a thing infinite there 4 no compart-. 


#200 Eternity,  $9- 


' number of years bcyond all compariſon, 


ſon, no proportion, Eternity hath no limits, 
no terms, no bounds, none at all. But- 


ſuppoſe the damned ſhould burn in Hell 


no longer, than till the mountain by grain 


after grain, year after year, ſhould by the 


Angel be quite removed : yet what anine.. 


| comprehewfible number of. years mult firſt 


co” 


paſs, before they can expe to ſee the day , 


of deliverance! But (alas!) there is no 


fuch day to be expeRed z their torments 


ſhall haye no end: After that incompre. 
benſible number of years, it ſhall be truly . 


ſaid, Now beginneth their Eternity, their 


Etcruity. is not in any part expired; they . 


are as far from the end of their torments as 
they were at the beginning. After a thou- 
ſind years, yea after a hundred thouſand 
years, there ſhall not be an end,or middle, 
or beginning of Eternity : for the meaſure 


of Eternity is Always. The fame arr of . 
Arithmetick about the buſinels of Eternity,.. 
| | | A 
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a late Divine teacheth,in words ſomewhay þ -n 
different, but in meaning all one with the th 
tormer, I therefore add it, becauſe a man. 
can never ſufficiently think or ſpeak of. ir; Þ \, 
Confider,ſaith he, what is the length of E, 


Ca 


: I fi 
us -..u,1: ternity, How long ſhallGodand U 
A yer q his Saints reign>How long ſhall k 
5 ©15.Exod the damned burn in Hell> Fox b 
| - 'g * ever, How long is that? Imagine '# 
ver]. *-. al hundred thouſand years, A. it 

las! Thatis nothing in reſpeQ ofZternity. Jo | 

magine ten hundred thouſand years, yeaſo | , 

many ages : Yet that is nothing, Erernityis | , 

ſill as long as it was; Imagine a thouſand } , 
millionsof years; And yetthatisnothing.E< } . 

zernity is not a whit ſhortned, Imagine yet | 

more a 1000090009000000000g90000000 || , 

$ 0000;thouland. thouſand z thouſand-thou. FJ. « 
- fand; thouſand. thouſand; thouſand-thou. F | 
{and- Millions of years. Imagine, I fſaygthe YF | 

damned ſhould burn in Hell ſo-many years, } | 

and yet thou haſt not found the very begin= F , 

ning of Eternity Imagine once more ſo ma- } 


'ny millions of millions of years as there are 
drops inthe Sea,and yet thou art not come 
to the beginning ofEternity,Such for cont» 
nuance is the Eternity of joy into which the 
bleſſed ſhall enter, and the Eterxity of ror- 
ments which the damned ſhall ſuffer. O Je- 
fus ſpare us,ſpare us O Jeſus,O Jeſus.ſave - 
us, Have mercy upon.yus, O good Jeſ of 

uffer . 
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the damned for all Eternity, | 
But yet if God would but ſay unto the 
damned, let the earth be covered with molt 
fine land, and let the world be filled there. 
with,and ler it be heaped up ſo bigh as hea- 
yen, and then let an Angel come once in e- 


yery thouſand years, and take one grain of 
. ſand out of this heap; when after ſo many 


thouſand years-as there be grains of ſand.the 
Angel -ſhall have removed the whole heap, 


then will I deliver you out of Hell : O how 


would the damned exulrt and rejoyce and 
not think themſelves damned ? But ( alas.) 
after ſo many thouſands of years there re- 
main-yet more, -and more, and infinite 
more,to allEternity,even for ever and ever. 


\ This is that heavy weight that ſo prefleth 
. the damned, Let every one therefore that 


linneth, conſider with-himſelf, and again, 


I ſay, let him confider, that unleſs-he 


repent, he ſhall be prefled and groan un- 
der this heavy weight of Eternity, 
Gulielmus Peraldys, Biſhop of Lions, a 
very religious and learned man, hath ano. 
ther manner of reckoning, meditating upon 
the-innumerable number ot years through- 
out which the damned ſhall be tormented, 


If the damned, ſaith he, ſhould eyery day 
diſtil from their eyes but one ſmal] tear, 


and 
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Þ} fuffer-us not to be plunged headlong into 
' the bottomleſs pit, to be: tormented wih 


CN 


day after day, they would at length tar ex. 


: ceed the drops of the Ocean: for they haye 
their number and meaſure, andit is eafie 
'With God to ſay, 'So many are the drops 


of th: Ocean and no more ; but the tears 
of the damned exceed all number and 
-meaſure. Alas! Alas! How little do we 
think upon theſe things! How freely and 
wilfully do we fin, and make our ſe]ves 
guilty of Eternal puniſhment , - and that 
- oftentimes for a very littie-ſhort and filthy 
: pleaſure? 

Yet there remains one way more, of 
caſting up this numberleſs number of years; 


Suppoſe there were a ſchedule of Parch-. 


ment a ſpan broad, but ſo long that it 
would begirt and incircle the whole Globe 


of the Earth ; and ſuppoſe it were written ' 


"all over very cloſe with figures cf 9, from 
one end to another : who ſo skilful an A- 
rithmetician , that can tell the number 
| thereof> What Mountain fo great , that 
conſifteth of ſo many grains of. duſt or ſand? 
What Ocean ſo vaſt, that containeth with- 
in it ſo many drops of water > And yet this 
is nothing to Eternity : it ſtretcheth it ſelf 


further thartſo; it knows no bounds ; it is - 


extended beyond all meaſure, But how 
far is it extended ? It is extended infinitely 
and without end, If thy heart ( O Chris 

| ſtian 
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and thoſe tear#ſhould be added togerher 


*tupon Eternity, 03 © 


' tian man) be not turned into a ſtone, (it 
- cannot but melt at. the conſideration of 
thefe things, and the very thought of the 

F bottomleſs pit and Xternal puniſhment will 

| make thee fear and tremble. If there be 

F any ſenſe in thee, here it will ſhew it ſelf, 

| But as I ſaid before, too tew think upon 

"| theſe things; and too many live ſo ſecure 
of their ſalvaticn, as if there were no Hea« 

.yen,no God, no Hell],nor Fiernity. Every 
day they heap up fin upon fin, as if they 
laboured and ſtudicd to make their lafi day 
to exceed the former, forthe meaſure and 
number of their fins ; and'ſo they paſs unto 

' Eternity (porting and playing, as if they 
went to priſon but for a few weeks or days, 

"Such men as theſe, ſaith St. Gregory,when . 

they. ſhould be morraing for their fins , 2 
they are dancing for their pleaſure; and ; 
when they ſhould be ſeriouſly meditating 

. upon death,. they run laughing unto exe- . 
cution. © This is blindneſs indeed, this is- 
oblivious madneſs. For this ſhort life which 

4s but the- ſhadow cf Eternity, we labour 
beyond all meaſure z but for the life which 

1s Eternal, and-molt happy, we ſcarce take 
any painsat all : And yer the not obtain- 

\ Ingof this life is the incurring of Eternal 
death ; which as it is a torment more grie- 
yous than all the torments of this lite, ſo ' 
in this it is moſt grieyous, that there is - 

| re 


reſt or mitigation of pain, no not for one 
ſhort hour inthe infinite ſpace of all. 
ternity. - 
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CHAP, 11. 

What effe# and fruit the conſideration of E- 
ternity bringeth forth. ? 
Nd this is it that hath: made ſo many 

good Chriſtians, and ſo many holy 


Martyrs io prompt and ready to ſuffer any 
torments, and any kind of death, that even 


in their greateſt pains, when they Jay wak. 


lowing in their own blood, they were moſt 
Rout and couragious, and with'a conſtant 


look and chearful countenance inſulted o-. 


ver their Tormentors. They had the years 
of Eternity inmind, This is it that hath 


made the wcrld ſeem diſtaſteful and un- 


prone unto many, inſomuch that they 
ave taken their leave of all.-pleaſures, and 
[embraced and entertained a ſevere and 
ſri courſe of life, giving themlelves 


wholly to reading, meditation and prayer, 


and ſuch holy duties, minding heaven,and 
heavenly things. They had the years of B- 
zernity in mind, The thought of -Etcrnity 
willmake all things in this life ſeem eafie 


- 


and pleaſant, though to fleſh and blood ' 


_ they ſeem -moſt grievous and wa As 7 
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It makes all labours ſeem light and very 
ſhort. Prayer, ftudy, watching, and luch 
like holy duties it:commends urito us, and 
makes them'ſeem amiable, Ir ſeaſons and 
ſweerens hunger and thirſt, Ir mitzgates 
the.ſenſe.of pinching poverty, It makes 
all, manner of : croſſes inthis lite not , only 
tolerable, bur alſo grateful and comfort- 
able, Whoſoever hath the years of Etey- 
pity in mind, and, imprints them within , 
deeper and deeper by daily meditation , 
ſhunneth no ſabour , neither is daunted 
wich any lofles, Offerhim a Kingdom , 
offer-him all the delights and pleaſures in 
tbe: World 2 and, he will not change. his - 
poor eltate and contition for them; Such 


@&mian as this is never complaining ; he 


endures all things, be ſubmits himlelf to 
all, For thus he thinks with kimſelf, whar 
aſmall rhing is this or that, that or this, 
and of how ſhort continuance / I will 
therefore .endure jt patiently ; ir will not 

laltalways, Ir is hut for an hour, and that 
avery ſhort one; that. mine enemies here 
oppreſs me. Well, goto ye detraQtors,bite 
me till, if ye will, ye enviors; I will not 

run from you, This is your hour and the 

power of darkneſs : Burl cxpe& the day 
of the Lord, and the day of Eternity ;and 

why. ſhould I affli& and. torment my ſelf 
with ſorrow and lamenrat;on ? All. this life 
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, Earth, (lo propheſieth Danjel) ſhall awake; 


not diftcult ; butthe triumph'is Eccrndk,” 
Why ſhould 1 be afraid of the raging waves 
of this troubleſome world:? I have fight of 
the haven already, Now it rains and thuns 

ders upon the heads of the good and godlyy 
but the ſtorm will ſhortly blow'over. But 
upon his enemies God ſhall always rain 
fire and brimſtone,ſtorm and tempelit : this. 
ſhal] be their portion to drink, Dan;1 2,24. 

And many of them tha ſleep inuhe duft-of the 


ome to everlaſting life, and ſome to ſhame 

o everlaſting i Fu In rey LG 

commanded Mofes, faying,, Anmb. 10; % 
Make thee two trumpets of fulver, of an-wholt || 
piece Wale thou make them. v.4, Tf vbey blow || 

ut with one trumpet,then the Printee, which 

are beads ofthe thonſands of Iſrael (hall gG+ 

ther themfclves unto thee, © When ye blow a 
alara , then the Camp ſhall go forwards, 
Unto theſe rwo trumpets we may compatt 
thefe*twowords,*N ow ant ALiwars; 
This is the Jaw of the'wotld; N'o w ler 
be merry ; now let us rejoyce ; now letus 
enjoy -our goods , while we bave them! 
come, let us -now. crown our ſelyes witli 
rofes, before they be withered; now lerwf 
leave in every place the ftgns rats 
of our Joy. They that” attend only''to'rtif 
ſound of this Trumper, they thar have cais 
of (0 
, = 
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| hear, and their hearts to: underſtand, when 
| the Church ſoundeth both trumpets, { as 
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' tohear nothing but this N-o w, they live 


for the moſt part fo, as if there were ne — 
Atwars fortofollow, Therefore they 
do not remove the camp; amidſt their 
eaſures they wilully forget that they are 
e but Pilgrims and ftrangers : whither- , 
ſoeyer the wanton fleſh inviteth them they 
gowith greedineſs : they are baked. alto» 
gether in heaping up riches and following -— 
pleaſures : and the ſound of this N o w 
doth ſo obtund and dull their ears, that 
they are deaf to all good counſels and pres \ 
cepts: andthey will not ſo much as lend 
ancarto that A x ways which ſhall fols 
low, Burt they which open their; ears'to 


it often doth) and theceupon ſeriouſly con« 
ſider with themſelves, and compare; toge« 
ther this ſhort Now with thar/infinite and 
everlaftiog Atrways, they: will uſe ve 
delay, -bur preſemly: remove the |camp.> 
they live here as" Pilgrims: and; ſtrangers + 
they/have rheir loyns girt z they remember! 
that they are in a journey z they ſend their 
riches and pleaſures before them into'their 
Country which is above 3. they chufe rather; 
w enjoy them / A 2 way s in Heavens 
tian N-o'w for a ſhort time npon- earth. 
Certain ivis, whoſoever heaterk attenfive)ly, 


Trutge 


and things tranfitory with things Eter 

he will preſently make himſeif ready tode. 
part, he will prepare himſelf a place of 
- buria}, he will lay out his winding ſheet, 
he will ſend for his bier, and turnith hims 
ſelf with all things neceſlary for his jours 
ney, remembring itil] in every place, that 


he is paſſing on.the way to Eternity, and 


conferring with himſelf every day after this 
manner : How thall I be able to give an 
account unto God for all my thoughts, 
words and deeds? and, When (hall I give 


up my-account ? and, what ſentence will | 


he paſs upon me > No w therefore will 
die unto myſelf, that l may Arways 
| liveunto my ſelf and unto God, Well i; 
it with that man, which timely and daily 
thus thinketh upon Eternity, Whatſoever 
we do, we are pafling on our way, and we 
_ do nat know how ſhort it is,- unto the gate 
which leadeth -.umo Eternity.  Arthe laſt 


hour of our life death ſhall-bring us unto 


this gate, and compel us to enter. Letw 
therefore ſo live as it we were always ex- 
peRing death, that if it ſhould pleaſe God 
at any time 'to vifit-us with ſickneſs, the 
fore-runner of death,.. we may entertainit 


cheerfully,” and bear ir- patiently, lifting [| 
Up our eyes unto Chriſt banging upon the 


Crols, 
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Trumpets, and thereupon compareth to! | 
gether chings preſent with things _ 


we 
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* | Croſs, the true and perfeR pattern of Pa- 
4 tience : and when the time of our diffolu. 
pf 
, 
l. 


tion draweth near, .praying thus; Lord 
Jeſu ſtand by me and comfort me ; Lord 
 Jeſube preſent with thy ſervant that pur= 
teth bis truſt in thee 3 Lord Jefu make me 
partaker of thy vitory, Lord Jeſu receive 
my ſpirit, and lead me through the dark. 
ſome valley and ſhadow of death, lead me: 
and forſake me not until thou haſt broughe 
my ſoul into the land of the living, O thou 
moſt potent conquerour of dearh,' O thou. 
which axt my lighr, life;and ſalyation,.. 
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; baye.me 


EGme atlengrh, having not tho 
to theſe words," For 4 thouſantt yei 
fight are, but as Jefterday, when it” 


and here .ſtuck +,. For he could not-ton- 


ceive a reaſon, why a thouſand years an@ 


one day. ſhould bs compared together. 


Whereupon they ſay there was a little bird 


ſent by God, which ſo taviſhr the' mani 
with her ſweet ſinging, that though he 


heard herfing a veiy great while together”. '.. 
yethe thoughrrhe rime'very ſhort, ſcaxce'- - | - 
a:ſhort hour long. The wind blowoth-where -' 


ilificth. Joh, 3. 8: Not good men only - 
baye with holy David\medirated upon E+. 
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How others, even wicked mrs themſclues-,, 


us of a religious man, that 
readivg uporythe ninetieth Dairy | 
re in thy. 


102 The fifth Conſideration 
ternity; but even wicked men alſo, and 
thoſe oftentimes againſt their will, © | 

_ Benedi#usRhenanus reports of a vain and 
ungodly fellow, a very Epicure and mere 
wardling,, which .neyer uſed-ro, faſt or: 
watch ; one that could, not endure the 
want of any thing, but eſpecially: ſleep: 
Upon a certain night, it ſeemerh, this fel- 
low could not ſleep as he was wont, being 
much troubled with unuſual dreams : fo 
he turned himſelf upon his bed from one 
fide toanother, and could not by any 
means get afy reſt; then he wiſhed it 
were day. But here the wind of the Lord, 
began-to blow, though it were in a ſtrange 
land : for good thoughts werewery rare in. 
this man, Being weary with watching, 
and finding .no:eaſe orrelt at all, thus he 
began.to.think with himſelf 5 Would apy 


be hired upon any condition to lye” thus: 


rao or three years together in darkneſs , 
without the company ot triends, though 
his fickneſs were not very grievous? Would' 


be be content to want his ſports and plays. 


loJongh Would he be content to be bound: 
to his bed, though it were a feather-bed,, 


or.2.bed: of Down, and never ſtir abroad' 
to ſee any fights, or ſhews, or make mer- 
- ry with his friends eI think no man would: 
And.ſhall I alone amongſt all men enjoy . 
relt and pleaſure by an eſpecial ages. 

and. 
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and have no end of - grief and ſorrow ? 
Surely no; Will I; nfl [, needs I. muſt 
ſome time or other lye down upon the bed 
.of ſickneſs, unle(s-I be ſuddenly-taken 
away by death; which God forbid. (Thi 
wis a good wind, theſe were good cogitatt- 
ons.) But what bed ſhall I have next, 
when death ſhall rhruſt me out of thi-2 My 
body muſt rot under-earth : For this is the 
condition of - all men after ceath. But 
what ſhall become of -my ſoul in another 
world ?- Surely all men do not go ro the 
ſame place after death. . Do not ſomega 
one way, .and-ſome another ? 'Is there not 
an Hell as:well-as an Heaven ?. Wo and 
alas ! What kind of bed-ſhall the damned 
find in Hell > How many years ſhall they 
lie there ? In what year after their firtt- 
entrance ſhall rhe flames ceaſe and be- pur 
ou: 2 Afuredly-Chriſt d th not only in- 
word threaten to cait the wicked into ever- 
Jaiting fire, but will alſo caſt them indeed.” 
This thing is certain and very -manifelt, 


Therefore the damned ſhall burn in Hell. 


for ever. Therefore a thouſand, and a 
thouſand, and again I ſay a thouſand 
years. will not ſuffi:e to purge. away the- 
fias of this ſhort liſe, Therefore they 
ſha]l ayer ſee the ſun. any -more-, nor 
H-aven, nor God, being moſt miſerable 
 Eternally and without end, . With ſuch 


Fs thought 


T6 The fifth Confideratior © 
thoughts as theſe this man became ſo Vigh 
ary 


Jant and watchful, and proceeded fo 


that night and day he could not be at reſt; 


bur Ercrnity did {till ran in his mind, Fain 


#-deed he would have ſhaken off the - 


s thereof, as gnawing. worms z 


but he could not, Therefore he followed: 


ſports and paſtimes, went to merry meet- 
ings, fought out companions like himlſelt, 
and fare oftentimes: ſo long at his cups, 


- . that he laid his Confcience aſleep, and ſo. 


| feemed-to take ſome reſt ; but when he 
eame again unto himſelf; his Conſcience 


being-awakened did preſently accuſe him, 
and fuggeſt unto him afreſh. ſorrowful 


thoughts of Erernity; . Thus finding no 


zeſt, be reſolyed at lergth to amend his. 
manners, and to berake himſelf to a bet= }. 
ter courſe of life,” . And thus he began ta. 


_ reaſon with himſelf, Miſerable man that 
I am, what do T here 2- I fo enjoy the 
world, that indeed I enjoy it not; I ſuf- 
fer many things I would not ; Lwant ma- 


uy things which fain I would have; I 
ſerve like a ſhave, bur who will pay me 


my wages > I ſee well enough how.the 
world rewardeth thoſe that Jove it, and 
do a)l there lives nothing elſe bur ſerve ir, 


' But ſuppoſe 1 had the fruition of a]l the 


gelights and pleaſures in the world that 
my neart could wiſh : what certainty can 
C Se _ IT 
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L have how long they ſhall Taft > I amnor 
certain whether I ſhall live till to morrow ; 
or no ; Daily funerals ſufficiently prove 1] 
this. Oh Eternity, if thou wert'not ! 

Oh Eternity, if thy place be not in Hta« 
ven, though it be on a ſoft down- bed : 
thou canlt not but be- bitter. and unplea- 
ſant, lt is true indeed, jt is a hard mat- 
ter to withdraw our ſelves away from theſe 
things whereunto we are accultomed, 
whether it be feaſting , or drinking ,' or 
company keeping, . or ſuch like : Bur 
while{t we delay anddefer the'time, death 
may prevent us, and-take us away from 
al} theſe. Why then doſt - thou delay > 
why doſt thou not impoſe an honeſt and 
happy neceſſity upon thy ſelf, why doſt 
thou not reſolve thus preſently with thy 
felf2 well, I will be another man than L 
have been, if it pleaſe God I live, This 
life lafteth not long : But Eternity endureta - 
for ever, I muſt wa)k now.in a new way z 
I am reſolved uponit;z and Now I begin. 
Where are thou bleſſed rrernity'e I am” 
c_ for thee, I am travelling towards - 
tee. , 

» ,To conclude; he did-as he ſaid, he took - 

- kis leave of the.world , he changed the 

courle of his life ; and ſo lived and died + 
an honeſt and godly man. | A 
. Ob Eternity., how few are they thar 
TRE, think 
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F think thus ſeriouſly upon thee ?* But cer< 
tatnly there are very few, ſcarce- any that 
weigh and confider well with themſelves 
what they are, and ſo continue'and perhilt- 
inthat confiderati»+h, We ſeek earneltly 
after all other things, only Eternity ſeem« 
ettrvile unto us, and not worth the -look- 
ing afrer Or thoughts run after riches, 
| and:yet the poll: fron of them is very un- 
I certain ;, we know not how-(oon they ſhalþ 
forſake us, or we them, We ate ambitious 
after. honours : and yerthey are lippery, 
and ſoon ſlide away from us. We are in. 
love with pleaſures : and yer they have 
forrow and birterneſs in their latter end. 
We deſire reſt'; bur it is of no long conti=- 
nuance. We knir the knot of friendſhip 
with others : bur it is ſuck as death ſhall 
quickly diff.lve, We are never well bur 
when we are converfing with others : bur. 
our converſation is never in Heaven,where 
it ſhou}dbe, We ſeek*for abundance : but 
it is there where it will '{oon fail. Bur 
ſurely if we did more often and ſeriouſly 
thi -k upoa Eternity; we ſhould not have 
fach a fervent defire after things of fo 
* Mort a continuance, -. I call Saint Bernard 
4 ro witneſs, who ſaith thus, He'that longerh 
 efter things Eternal cannot bus loath things 
 $ranſuory, £ | 
" There-are that haye -often- in their 
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mouths 'I know not what Eternity , that 
will promife and ſwear, and make good 
reſolutions of- amendment, and ſay thus z, 
As long as I live,” I will beware of ſuch a. 
place, or-ſuch a place, where [ have for» 
.merly-been tempted to fin; I will never- 
come near ſuch a man, or ſuch a womany 
or ſuch a one that was my-companion 1n - 
evil, I will never come near- him as long 
as I live. . As long as 1 live, I will never 
20 to ſuch and ſuch meetings, where thera 
uſeth tro be gluttony- and drunkennefs ,. 
dancing , chambeiing - and 'wantonneſs,,. 
and ſuch like, Ir ſhall ſiffice me thar 
I have been there once, and. again, and 
perhaps oftner ; thar I bave done as the 
company did, that I have finned with ſuch- 
and ſuch, Theſe are goud: reſolutions: 
In- this I commend thee, O man; Be- 
. cauſe fin js ro be fearcd,, thou doſt well in 
purpofing ro-avoid-the occaſion of finning: 
and [ could wiſhthou wert as religious in 
obſer ving-what thou bat promiſed, as thou 
art ready tropromiſe, Bur ( alas!) after 
a-day- or two, yea an Rour or two, tog 
forgerful of. thy promiſe and good reſolu- 
} tion, thou dott again the very ſame thing. 

- which larely thou didit deteſt, abhor- and 
forſwear; Therefore before thou makett 
a-yow or promiſe unto God, it is good to 
uſe-due confideration and foreſight ; and 
| when 


when thou haſt made a vow or promiſe un» 

to God, it is neceſlary to ule after care and 
* Chriſtian fortitude in performance, Thou 
muſt promiſe nothing -raſhly and unadyi- 
fed'y unto God : Bur what thou halt pro« 
miſed thou mult re.igiouſly* and: conſtantly. 


keep and obſerve, How ſevere God is in 


puniſhing ſuch as break their vows and 

promiſes, we are ſuſficiently taught by the 

woful experience and lamentable exame- 
ple of others, 


the-comperiſen of mans labor andthe ſpiders 
one with another. 


FTY Here is another Etrrnity, and that 


the worlt of all, which thoſe men 


promiſe to themſelves, which will needs: 
ereRing unto themlelves- an heaven out of - 


heaven, and be: bleſſed before they be 


dead. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, 


ye (cornful men, ſaith the Prophet Tſatah,: 
Becanſe yehave ſaid, We have made a cove- 


nant with death, and. with h:lL we are- at: 


fgreement. Iſaiah 28,1 4,15«: Q ye mad 


men! How vain, and -none atall, is this-: 


your Eternity ! There. is nothing: perma-» 
nent and perpetual in this priſon, Ble- 


gntly doth tbe Kingly Propher declare - 
ne th this z.. 
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thisz Pal. go, 9g. We ſpend our years, 


faith he, as 4 dle that told, &'c. We - 


Kee pon Eternity. 09” 


(end our years in muſing, like the Spider, . 
Ne ſo ſome read it, ) He could not 
have declared. it better, and in fewer . 
words, For what are all our years bur a - 


continual muling , and weariſome exer- 


ciſe > All the time of orur life is conſumed - 
and waſted away with yain labours, many .. 


forrows, ſundry fears, often ſuſpicions, . 
ard innumerable troubles : .Even as the. - 
Spider ſpendeth her ſelf in the weaving of + 


a p 


her web, Our labours are continual, 


linked one unto another ; our ſighs and : 


groans continual, partly in the purſuing of 


, Cur profits and pleaſures, and partly in . 


” 


the removing; and eſchzwing thoſe things - 
which we count evil, We do: many. 


things, we undertake many labours,trou-. 


bleſome and-grievous to be:born, and 


meanewhile (alas ! ſuchis ourtolly). we 


perceive not that we do but weave the- 
Spiders web,. taking a great deal of pains,. 


with lirtle ſucceſs, ro no end or purpoſe, 


We (pend our years in muſing like the Spider. 
It is a great deal of. pains and care that - 


the Spider takerh in weaving of her web, 
ſhe runnerh much and often up and down, 
ſhe fercheth a compaſs this way and that 
way , - and returneth often to the ſame 


— 


- point, ſhe ſpendeth herſelf lns-multhude | 
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of: fine ſpun threads, to make her ſelf 4 


round Cabinet ; ſhe exenteraterh herſelf; 
and worketh out her own bowels, to make 


an artificial/ and curious piece of work, 


which when it is made, is: apt to be blown 


away with every puff of wind ; ſhe hangs 
eth it up alofr, ſhe faſtneth ir to.the roof 
of the houſe, the ſtrengthnerh it with ma« 
nya thread, wheeling often round about, 


not ſparing her own bowels, but ſpending. 


them willingly-upon her work, And when 
ſhe hath done all this, ſpun her fine threads, 


weaved them one within anorher, wrought 
her ſelf a fine Canopy, hanged. it aloft, 
and 'thinketh all is fure.; on 2 {udden in 
the twinkling of an-eye, with a light ſweep 


of a beeſome all faNeth to the ground; and 


ſo her labour periſheth, Bur here is not. 


all : Poor Spider ! the is either killed in 


her own web, or elſe ſhe is caken in her 
own ſnare, haled to death-and troden un-- 


der foor. Thus the filly Animal may be 
truly ſaid, either to weave her own wind- 
ing theer, or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf; Jultſo do many men, like the Spie 
der, waſte and conſume themſelyes to 
ger preferment, to enjoy pleaſures, to 
gather riches, to keep them, and to in- 


creaſe them- In ſuch projeQs they ſpend. 
all their wit, and oftentimes the healths of- 


their - bodies,. running-up and down, 1a- 


bouring, 
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bouring and ſweating, catking aod caring: 
wearying themſelves, and weakning their 
bodies, even as-the Spider doth by-ſpin- 
ning out of her own bowels.. And when 
they. bave done all. this, they, have but 
weaved' rhe' Spiders web to: catch flies, 
Yea, oftentimes they are cavght in their - 
own nets, they are inſtruments of their 
own miſchief, The days of mirth.which 
they: promiſe unto themſelves, prove of. 
tentimes. the days of mourning : That 
which they- call their palace,. beccmerh 
their burying place, So- we (pend our years 


in muſing like the Spider : I fay, in mufing, 


for the moſt part : For we often purpoſe 


to do many things, and do them not. And 
what we do, mcſt an end were better un=- 


done. Thoſe things which we purſue with. 
ſuch greedinefs, for the mc part flie from 
us , and thoſe things which we contend 
for with ſuch-earneſtneſs, we ſeldom: at- 
tain to: But ſuppoſe we did, ( Alas 7) 
they have no perpetuity, So the covenant 
with - death ſhall be diſannulled ,” and the. 
arreement with hell. ſhall not fland. I'a, 28. 
18, Weallconſume away and die - and, 
which is worſt of all; we blindly ruſh head= 
long into Eternity, from whence there is 

no return, 
Guerricus hearing theſe words read ir 
the Church. out of.rhe Buok-of Gas 
Gen... 
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| Gen. F5, 5. And all the days that Adamij: 


- 


ved, were nine hundred and thirty years + 


And be dyed. 8. And all the days of Seth. | 


were nine hundred and twelve years 8 And 
be died.” 1T. And all the days of Enos were 
nine hundred and five years: And: be died; 


Ant all the days of Methuſelah. were nine 
hundred fexty- and nine years : And be” 


died, &c. Hearing, 'I ſay theſe words 
read, the very conceit of death wrought: 
fo ſtronghyupon him, and madeſo deep 
an impreffion in his mind, that he retired 
himfelf from the world, and gave' bimſelf 
wholly to his deyotions, thar 'ſo.he' might 


die the death of the-godly, and arrive. 


more fafely-at the haven of Eternal felis: 


(4. world, 
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. What 4 the beft Queſtion in the World?” 


IN Aint Matthew telleth us of - a yoting: | 


manthat came unto Chrilt, and pro- 
pounded a queſtion unto him, Matth.1 9.16; 
And Saint Mark deſcribeth the manner of 
his coming to our Saviour, and his good 
carriage: For, ſaith he, There came one 
running and knecled to him, and asked him, 


God Maſtcr, what ſhall F do that I may 


at 
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cſty, which is no where to be found in” 


inherit. 


- 
*% 
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:inberis Eternal life ? Mark 10, 179, And 


| © our Saviours anſwer was, Thou knoweſt the- - 


cheep the Commandments, Matth. 19 19s 
'Ar Philippi a City of Macedonia, the. keeper 
ofthe Priſon-came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silas, and moyed this 
queſtion unto them, Sirs, What muſt I do. 
80 be ſaved > This was a very good quelitiong.. 
A better and more profitable could not be 
-moved, But, O good God, where is 
this queſtiamm now in the world ? The- 
world is full of other queſtions : but this 
is ſcarce any where to be heard, Mot- 
men. do now adays þetray- themſelyes by - 


their own queſtions, and bring -to: light, 


and ſo make others witnefles of their fim=- 
plicity, or curiofity, or ſome ſuch hidden 
diſeaſe of mind. He which maketh dili-. 
gent ſearch-and enquiry. where the beſt - 


| wineistobe fold; doth ſufficiently declare - 


what he loves beſt, and where his chiefeit 
care is. Anoihet asketh fuch queſtions- 
as a modeſt man would bluſh to hear: - 
Aud this man ſhews that his heart is full, 
and thar out of the abundance thereof his-. 
mouth {peaketh, Al mens mouths in all - 
places are full of queſtions, 1uch- as theſe 
are ; Bur it is a rare thing to hear one. 
man: ask another this queition, Do you 


think this is rhe way .to heaven? It is a; 
fault - 


rn 
-» of 
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fault common to eyery vicious man, but 


more proper to the Jibidinous and juſtfu}, | 


the Juxurious and riotous man, though he 
be plunged into rhe deep, and begins to 


fink, and to be oyerwhelmed, yer ſeldom 


or never to enter into a ſerious confidera- 
tion with himſelf, and with a ſincere mind 
ask himſelf this queſtion, Shall I ever think 
to obtain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life ?' I's this the way to heaven ?- But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially-lealt rhink upon 
ſuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe L-ſay , that 


live a oft life, fare deliciouſly; and wal. 


low in pleaſures, thar feel little or no ſor- 
row and affliQion; or if they do at any 


time fee] never ſolittle, labour what they 


ean to be ſenſeleſs of'it, To ſuffer, they 
'count the greateſt of all evils. 1f it goes 
'well with them; they-care.not how it fares 
"with others. If it be well with: them-for 
the preſent, they take no care what ſhall 
follow after. Whey never once think upon 
Frernity, This is rhch daily ditty, The 


heaven of beavens % the Lords, but the earth 


be hath given-to the ſons of men, They 
want neither ſtrength of body or mind, 
by which to eſcape the hands of men | Buc 
God hath long hands, he ſh31l ſurely find 
them our, they mutt appear before. him 
who is the Judg of all the worid , they 
| Cannot eſcape his judgment z. they ſhall 
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ſurely: 


upon Eternity. I1i5 

ſurely fuffer Eternal punithments fot their 
wickedneſs and their offences, Bur if God 
in his ſecret judgment caſterh away. any 
man asa reprobate, and ſuffereth bjim to 
Jive afcer-hisown luſt and pleaſure, hegi- 
yeth him his portion of proſperity and te- 
- licity in this life, he ſparcth him here, rhar 
he may puniſh him hereafter, And if ar 
any time he doth any thing that is good, 
he preſently receivetb his reward. Ot ſuch 
unhappy-happy men the Kingly Propher 
thus ſpeaketh, Pſal. 73.5. They are not 
in trouble as other men ; neither are they 
plagued like other men. Pſal, 106, 39. They 
go 4 whoring with their own inventions, And 
this is a molt miſerable-eſtate ard conditi- 
on of life , if there be any.. For whom 
God hath predeftinated to bring him into 
the way of Eternal happineſs, he ſpareth 
him not here in this life ; but ſcourgerh. 
him daily, I might bring infinite exams. 
arp. phy this : I will name. but one,;. 

ut the like, I think, hath not been. ſeen. 
or heard of in many ages; 19-40 ded. 


TI 
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How God puniſheth here, that he may ſpare 


hereafrer. A ſtrange example, the like - 1 


bath ſcarce at any time been beard of. 


N the year of our Lord, one thouſand 


{ one hundred eighty five, Andronicu 
Emperour of the Eait being overcome and 
taken priſoner by Fſaes Fngelo, had two 
- theavy iron chains put'about hisneck, was: 


laden' with fetters and ſhackles, and wag . 


moſt barbaroufly and deſpitefully- uſed, 
and at-lenerhiin this manner was brought 
-before the forenamed Tſacc. Before whom. 
complaining of hishard uſage, he was de-- 


iveredoyer tothe multitudeto be abuſed 
= © * atheir pleaſure, They being ſet on fire 


With anger, thought it a fine thing to be: 
__ revenged of their enemy : And thus they' 

-uſed bim, © Theybuffeted him, they baſti=! 
-madoed him, they palled him by the beard, 
they rwitchr his hair from his-head; 'rhey- 
_ daſhtout bs teeth, they dragged; himim 

' publick, they made him a Jaughing-ſtock, 


they ſuffered women to beat him with their . 


fiſts, Then they cut off his right hand ; 
and being thus maimed, they thruſt him 
into the dungeon of thieves and robbers 
'Withour either meat or drink or any other 
. thing that was neceſſary, or any one to 


look” -| - 
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{| Jook after bini After a few days rhey put 
] outeneofhbiseyes,. and being thus ſhame» 
{ fully mangled, baving one eye. put out, 

| and one hand: cut off, they put upon him 
ayery ſorry ſhort-coat, ſhaved his head , 
ſet bim upon. a fcabbed Camel with his 


Face towards the tail, pur upon his head a - 


Crownof Garlick, made him hold in his 
hand the Camels rail inſtead of a Scepter, 
and ſathey carried him through, the mar» 
ket- place very leiſurely with great pemp 
ard triumph. Andherethe moſt impudent, 
bbaſe and vile amongſtrhe people, like ſa- 
yages, after an inhumane. fort fell: upon 
him, nothing: at all conſidering that- not 
paſt three days before he was no leſs thay 
anEmperour, Crowned with a royal Diar 


dein, commended, worſhipped, — | 


yea and adored of all men, Nothihgata 
regarding the oath- of Allegiance ,: they 
raged and were mad-upon him, andtheir 


rage and: madneſs:fitted every man. with '_ ':-.... 

iottcumemsof miſchief againk him-;:Some --  -- -* 

fruck him on the headwith clubs, othets © 

' } Aiiled hisnoſtrils with dirt, others ſqueezed 
| ſpunges upon his face, firſt ſoaked: inthe - 
excrements.of man.andbeaſt, others. rug. 
kimjneo the fides with ſpits.: Sanethrew: 


ſtenes;j/ others threw [dirti at him. fore 


| _ called/him imadi dog, -others: called;; "ay 


foot andblockbead; Ar impudent-wamap 
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ranning out of akitchin with-a ket:1z of 
{calling water inher hand, poured-it upon 


his head as he pafſed by. There was none 


which did not ſome miſchief or other to 
him, Ar length they brought him to-rhe 
Theatre to make bim a Jaughing-ſtock, 
took him down trom.the Came], and bay» 
ged him up by the heels between two pil 
Jars, + Thus the poor Emperor baving ſuf. 
ered a thouſand indignities, yet be bore 
them patriently,carrying himſelf like a man 


—-and a true Chriſtian Champion. He wa | 


never heard all the while to lament, or 
cry out of - his hard fortune: for ir had 
been to no purpoſe, - Hewasall the while 
cafting-up {bis' account, which he was to 


* 


make unto God, and-begging'/-pardon for 


- his fins. He was heard ro fay nothing but 
only this, and this be ſaid often, Domine 
miſerere, Domine miſcrere,Lord have mer- 
cy, Lord have mercy. | 


- {Unhappy Andronicas, which waſt com- | 


pelled ro ſuffer ſuch things ! -Bur happy in 
this, that thou didft ſufter them ſo pati» 
ently, as being the juſt reward of fin ! 
When he was hanged up, one would 
have thought their malice ſhou]d have 
ceaſed :* but they ſpared him not then, as 
long ashe lived, For they rent his coat 


 fromi-bis: body + and toſſed: him! up and- 


down with their hands , tearing-bim. in 
ety pieces 
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pieces with their nails. One more cruel 
'than the reit run bis ſword through his 


| belly and guts as he was hanging. Two o= 


thets,- to try whoſe ſword was ſharpcft, - 
thruſt him through the back,. leaning upon 
their ſwords with both thzir hands. Here 
the moſt miſerable unhappy Emperour 
with much ado lifted up-his maimed hand 
to his mouth, to put out the blood, as ſome 
thought, from the freſh and -bleeding 
wound, and ſo ended his life miſerably. 


| After ſome few days he was taken, down 


from the gibbet, avd thrown under one of 
the arches of the Theatre like a beaſt, till 
ſome that had more humanity in them 
than the reſt, remoyed him.z but yet not- 


| withſtanding he was not ſuffered.to be bu« 


ried, O Andronicu | O thou Emperor =” 
of the Eaſt! How much -wait thou bound 
unto God, whoſe will it was that-for a few, 


\ | days-thou ſhould-ſt ſuffer ſuch things, thar 


thou mightelt not periſh-for ever ! Thou 
waſt miſerable'for a ſhort rime, har thou 
mighteſt not be miſerable tor all Eternity. 
make no doubt but thou hadit the years of 
Eternity in mind,ſfeeing that thou didit ſuf. 
ter ſuch things ſo conltantly& couragiouſly, 
Nicetas Choniates is mine Author, from 
whom [I borrowed this lamentable hiſtory; | 
and he lived about the ſame time, when 


this happened. 
| ppen G Lex 
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4 Let us Chriſtians keep always in wind 
- the years of Eternity. So whatſoever ad- * 
verfity-or affliction bappenerh , we ſhall 
*more eaſily bear it. Every thing is ſhort, 
-if we compare it with Eternity. For our 
Tight dffliflion, which + but for 4 moment, 
 worketh for us 4 far moro exceeding, andE- 
ternal-weight of glory. 2 Cor. 4.17. Heres 
upon Sr, Auguſtine crieth out, and prayeth 
ſo earneſtly, Domine, bic ure, hic (eca,modo 
in #ternumparcas : Lord, ſear me here,lance 
me here, ſo thou ſpareſt me hereafter, And 
 Falgentiaz, though a moſt holy man,draw- 
| Ingnear unto his death, threeſcore and ten 
- days before he dicd, was often heard to cry 
out, Domine, d4 mihimodo paticntiam, & 
poſtea, indulzentiam 3, Lord, grant me-pati- 
ence here, and eaſe hereafter, Theſe were 
bis words and prayers even tothe laſt gaſp, 
Certain it is, God ſpareth them lealit of 
all, whom he determineth to take unto 
bimſelf to dwell with him throughour all 
Eternity. 
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How the haty Scriprure i in many places APY 
6th us #0 meditate upon Eternity... 


] * Kingly-Propher ; {| eaking of” 
the Wieked, faith; Thar: they walk. 
FE on-every fide, or is & circuit, Plal. 
12,8, This is their manner .of life : they 
go from feaft to feaſt, from delights to.de=; 
x kts, from wickedneſs. to wickedneſs.” | 
This is their Circuit. - And when they think ©" -# 
they have almoſt finiihed their Circuit of _ -'- 
wickedneſs, and gone over-the round-of I 
their luſt, rhey begin again, returning iti) 
to their former courſe, till death HON. 
upon them before they be aware. } - .-. 
The children of. Fob made. this law "og 
monglt themſelves, to feaſt one another 
round every one in his courſe, The good 
 man.their tather obſerved and i very 
well, thatrhis their feaſting round, could 
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not be without ſin: And therefore he ( ut, 


and ſanftifled them, and roſe up early in the 


morning, «nd offered burnt- offerings 4ccor« 
ding to the number of -them all, Job 1.5. As 
therefore the wicked delight and rejoyce 
in going the circuit, of their pleaſure ; So 
God ſhall appoint them a circuit to go, 
but it ſha]l be a circuis of rorments, and 
thar perpetual and Eternal. Bleſſed David 


- foreſaw this likewiſe z For ſaith he, Thine 


arrows went abroad ; The voice of thy thun« 
der was heard in thegeaven,or, round about, 
Pſal, 39.19,18. Famine,War,Peſtilence, 
Sorrows, Diſeaſes, Calamities, Death jr 
elf, and all adverfities whatſoever that 


* 'bappen beforethe firſt death, are the Ar. 


rows of the Lord ; bur they flie over ; they 
have wings, and they quickly flie from one 
to another, But the voice of this thunder, 
the voice of his anger and fury ſhall conti- 


nually roar in the prifon of Hell, and like 


a wheel run round without wearing, for 
all Eternity. This wheel, as if jt were filled 
with Gunpowder, when it hath once taken 


fire, ſhall burn for ever and ever. A fire# 


kindled in mine anger, and ſhall burn unto 


he loweſt Hell, Deut. 32,22, There is 


alſo ancther circuit, and that likewiſe is 
Eternal : from unutterable cold to intole- 
rable hear, and from heat back again to | 
cold, Job, 24 19, Drouzht and heat con- 

ſume 


upon Eternity 125 " 
ſumethe ſnow waters, { ſofſaith Fob ) and 4 


| {# doth the grave thoſe. that have finned. 


;, Matthew ſignifieth it more expreſly by - 
the gnaſhing of teeth, and weeping of eyes, 
Matth, 12.13, That we may more fully. 
ſet out this horrible and incomprehenſible 
wheel, order requireth that we ſhew how 
the Church agreeth with the holy Scripture 
in-this, as the holy Fathers agree with - 
the. Church, We have here divers good .. 
admonitions from all theſe, which it we 
attend unto, we cannot eaſi.y let Eternity © 
flip out of-our memory. | 


— 


CHAP. I. a 
The Anſwers of the holy Fathers and thi 
Church about this. - 


F all the holy Fathers which have. 

lived in divers ages, we ſhould db 
well to hearken unto five eſpecially, Ay- 
euſtine, Chryſoſftom, Gregory, Bernard, La4us 
renting, Fuſtinianus, | 
The firſt queſtion here .( which yer. may 
ſeem a yain and fooliſh one ) is, Which is 
eaſier, and more tolerable, to ſuffer pain 


| 


— —— 


- in the head, eyes or teeth ; to be troubled 


with the ſtone ; to be pained with the 
wind Collick, or Iliacd Paſſio, or any 0-- 
ther acute diſcaſe z neither to {leep night 
| + EO or 
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or day, but ro be tormented continually 
without any reſpite for three days toges 


ther, The queſtion now is, I ſay, Which ' 


Is eaſier, whetherto ſuffer the-pains now 
mentioned, orelſe to cat a piece of fiſh 
which is made bitter by the breaking of 
the Gall, This may ſeem a very ridicu« 
Jous and moſt idle queſtion, For, how 
much bitter is it to eat ſuch a whole fiſh, 
rather than ſuffer thoſe ſo grievous tor- 
ments though but for one day ! The bitter= 
neſs of the fiſh will not endanger a mans 
like, nor make him fick, but leave only a 


| bittertaſt_in the mouth, which .is unpleae. 
ſing toit, lt is truly anſwered. Andyet- 


how many thouſands of men make choice 


Tather of the former ! For, how often doth 
the Preacher teach- and exhort, cry out. 


and ſpeak: plainly. ! Chriſtian brethren , 
conſider well with your ſelyes, and look 
about you ; the Etcrnat ſalvation of your 


ſouls is in queſtion ; It you walk' this way, . 
you muſt aflured!y look for- Eternal tor- 


.ments z Chriſt hath- ſhewed you another 


way both by his life and dorine, Return - 
therefore and repent, you have gone long. 


enough aſtray. You may if you will have 
entrance into Heaven ; if yuu be ſhut our 


itis your own fault : Ged is not wanting to 

thoſe that are willinz, Ir is true indeed, . 

There is ſome bitterneſs in uſing abſti- 
; nence. 
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| _ © #pon Eternity, 127. 
nence and faſting, in confeſling of fins, in 
keeping the body under, in ſetting a ſtrit 
watch over thy ſenſes, in conquering ones 
ſelf, 'in living chaltly and continently : 
This is no eafie task : Bur, let it be what 
it will, we muſt ſuffer it. Luke 24. 26. 
Ought not Chrift 10: have (uffered theſe 
things,and (o to enter into hj; glory? Let not 
- a little and ſhort labour terrifie us. It is 
but for a few years, or -it may be but 2 
' fewdays, that we are to do and ſuffer va« © 
liantly 5 but our joy and reſt ſhall be E- 
ternal, He overcometh all, whoſoever 
overcometh and conquereth himſelf, colt- - 
raineth himſelf, avd refiſteth his-evil and 
violent paſſions; and-all this for Chriſt, 
for Heaven, for bleſſed Eternity. . Chrilt: - 
after his Reſurre&ion found his Diſciples - 
eating fiſh broiled upon the cals: To 
teach them how greac things they ſhould. 
afterwards ſuffer : and that they were not 
to think of a ſoft and eaſfie- life, but that 
they were to be ſtoned, whipped, cruciks - 
ed, have their skin pulled over their ears ; 
that this was the way toa joyful Reſurre- 
Qion, and to the participation and fellows-- 
ſhip of Eteroizy with the blefled ; that all 
other things were ſmall and of no'worth in' - 
| compariſon of immortality, and that bleſ. 
| ſedneſs, which-yer eye bath never ſeen, ! 
Thefe things are ofren ſpoken of, -but they + 
; 7:2 © oF- _ ar@= 
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are little regarded. This fiſh bitter with | 
the over-flowing of the gall, thar is worlds | 
Jy crofles and tne ſufferings of this life, ig | - ! 
often ſet before us: but it goeth againit | | 
our ſtomach, we cannot endure totaſt of | | 
it. Eternity is a thing we often hear of, | 
we often read of, it is continually preached 
uno as,and often repeated ; but we either 
hear not, or believe not, or regard not, 
or if we do fora time, the cares of the 
world ſoon put it out of our n:inds, and 
we bury it in oblivion, But again, the 
Conſcience often plays the Preacher, and 
recalls toour mind theſe wholfom leflons, 
3s inſtant, dehorts,reproves z bur prevailes 
nothing. Allis in vain, For many are fo 
\ ebſtina.e and perverſe , that neither the 
Preacher nor their own Conſcience can 
work uponthem. But ſome are ſo impu- 
dent, that they will ſer themſelves in op- 
poſition, and reply thus, Let it go well 
with us here and we care not; we neitber 
know nor care what ſhall come hereafter ; 
we are all for preſent profits and pleaſures : 
no man returneth again from the dead , nei- 
they ws it cucr known that any one came 
back again out of Hell, (ometbercfore, let 
wm eat, drink, and he merry, let us enjoy our 
goods and take our pleaſure, Theſe are the 


1 worldlings Ditties : But let S Auguſtine 
determine this queRion, Mcljus eft, modice 
| amaria 


upon Eternity, Tag” 


 amdritudo in faucibus, quam &/Eternum tor- 


mentum in viſceribus. . Better it 45,{aith he, 
ro ſuffer 4 lintle bitterneſs in the mouth, than + 
Eternal torments in the inward parts, Ir is 
far better to ſuffer. for oux offences” here 
in this world, than the world to come. 
Far better it is for threeſcore years and ten 
continually cogether here on earth, + to be 
puniſhed with moſt grievous puniſhments, 
than to ſaffer the torments of Hell for one 
day, yea for one. hour hereafter. Bur. 
Jet us hear what another of the Fathers 
ſaith, 
Saint Chryſoſtome -propounds : 

the ſecond quelition afier this Mom.20 
manner, Suppoſe one night in ad Pop. - 
an hundred years a man ſhould Antios... 
have a ſweet & pleaſant dream, 
and be after puniſhed an hundred years 
for it, would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be defired? And yet faith the Father, 
as a dream is to an hundred years, ſu is this 
pre!cnt life to the lice to come, yea rather 
itis much leſs: And as a drop is to the - 
main Ocean, ſo area thouſand years unto + 
Ercrzity, > And in another place. 
Whar is there, ſajth he, to be Hom.28 + 
compared unto Ercynity2 What in Epiſf..: 
area thouſand years in compa- , ad Hebr, >. 
;ilon of infinite ages. which are 
j<c tor to come ? Are they not like onto. » 

ET the :.- 
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the leaſt drop of a bucket comparedunto». 


bottomleſs Well > - Look for no end of tor= 
| ments after this life, unleſs thon-repent. 


eft before thop departeſt out of this life :- 


for after death -there is no place of repen-. 
tance , no ſhedding of tears will profit: 
thee, or do thee any good, Though a 


man in Hell ſhould gnaih his reeth, and, 
blare.our his ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not; 


obtain ſo -much-asa drop of co!d ware:r, 


Grant then that a man ſhould enjoy plea-. 
ſures all his life long, whar is that to inf» - 


nite ages which are yet for to come ? Here 


in this life all things good--and bad have 


at Jength an end; bnt the puniſhments thay 


thall be ſuffered hereafter ſhall have no . 


end. Ser fire on the budy here, and the 
fowl will ſoon depart: bur after the reſur= 
region, when the body ſhall be from 


thencetorth immortal and incorruptible,. 
the ſoul of the damned ſhv!] always burn, 
and not conſunie in Hell. fire. They ſhalt 


riſe again, incorruptible indeed : but 


how e- Not to receive a Crown of incor- 


ruptible glory , bur to ſuffer Eternal -tor- 
ments. But let us hear what another of 
the Fathers ſaith. 

Saint Gregory maketh- anſwer to this 


common queition z Will not-drunkennelſs . 


ſooner ſteal upon a man in the Wine. cel- 


tar,. tanding-by the bogſhead, than in the - 


Par- 


= *4 
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Parlour fitting at the table > -The ſpoule 
of Chriſt triumpheth in the words of $0+ 
| lomon, He brought me to the Banquenting= 
houſe ( or as ſome read.it, He brought me 
into by Wine cellar.) and his banner oven 
me-was love, or, He bath ſt bj; :banner of 
love over me; Upon which words St. Gre 
gory diſcourfing {aith thus, By the Wine 
cellar what can we better er more fitly 
conceive, thanthe ſecret contemplation 
of Etcrnity e For truly whofoever doth ſe+ 
riouſly conſider with himſelf upon Frernitys 
and lets this conſideration ſink deep int6 
his mind, he-may truly 1cjoyce, and tri- 
umph-with the Spouſe, ſaying, He hath fct - 
bz-banners of love over me-: For he will | 
| keephetter order in his love, loving him- -* 
ſelf-leſs, God more, and even his enemies - 
aiſo for Gods ſake. Bur ſuch is the nature 
of this profound confideration,. that it will . 
preſently make a man drunk, Make him 
drunk >-Huw 2 With the drunkenneſs of the 
beſt deſires, ſuch as will lead hint to a- 
mendment of life, carry him to his heaven. 
ly- Country, and bring him at length to 
Joys Eternal, Lt was caſt inthe Apoſtles 
reeth,that they were drunk with wine : and 
fo-they were indzed;;- but it was with wine 
oux of this Cellar, St, Gregory -hath ma« 
ny excellent conſiderations, and. ſayings - 
upen Etcrajty ; amongſt- otbers-he hath 
this, 
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this, which is a very ſhort one and a true 
one, Momentum quod detcfat, e/Etcrnum : 
quod cruciat : That which 'deltg bteth is mos 
mentany,. but that which tormentcth & Eter=' 
a#, Here I could wiſh with Fob, Job 19... 
23,24 Othattheſe Words were written! 0 
that they were primed in a Book I That they . 
were graven with 4 pen of Iron! Theſe 
words, | ſay, that which Aclighteth #s mo- 
mentany., but that which tormenteth % Eter+... 
n4l, The Book in which this ſhou'd be 
Written, is the heart of man; the pen of - 
#ron with which it thould be written, is ſe» 
rious meditation ; the in; with which it 
ſhould be written, is the blood of Chriſt,. 
And theſe words ſo imprinted and ingraven . 
in- the. breaſt , are. then eſpecially to be 
called to mind, ad to be 5 $96 repeated, 
wher pleaſure fawneth, when Juſt pro« 
voketh, when luxury irvicerh, when the 
Deſh rebelleth,. and the ſpirit faileth, when - 
there is occaſion cf fin offered, and dan- . 
ger of falling into fin, - Butler us hear what 
anather of the fathers faith. 
In the fourth place comes St, Bernard: - 
He ſhall anſwer to the queſtion here to be . 
' propounded. . In the lives of men there is. 
ſuch difference, that almoſt now ſo many 
men ſo many judgments concerning :Mi« 
Qions. There are found ſome fogrizyor fly. 
and continually afflited , that they are 
reaey.. 
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. ready to fall down under thexroſs, . as be- | 
ing too heavy for them to bear, One is.. 
opprefſed with poverty, another is affliged 
with ficknefs, another is over charged with .. 
ſecret debts,. another is tormented with . 
cares, another is grieved and vexed with 
injuries and ſlinders: every man thinketh 
that moſt grievous which in preſent he 
ſuffereth. ' And many rimes it cometh to 
paſs that ſuch asare faint hearted and im- 
patient, wiſh for death, run into the wa=- 
ter, and make-haſt to the halter, thinking 
thereby to find. an end of all their griets 
and ſorrows, whereas indeed that ſuppoted 
end becomes to them dur the beginuing of 
their ſorrows, .and ſuch forrows as never 
ſhall have end, But with the good and 
godly it is notſo ; They patiently endure 
all, ſubmitting themſelves in-all. things ro. 
.God's good will and pleaſure. They nei- 
ther defire to die quickly, nor yet. to. live 
Jong, 4s it God's will they ſhall die > They 
allo are willing, Will he have them die 
quickly > They are willing to that alſo. 
Willhe have them live yet longer 2 They 
are not againſt that, What.Gad willeth, 
that they wi)l : whar he willeth-not, nei- 
ther will they. Beſide theſe two kinds.of 
men, there is a third; and that is the 
greateſt part of men; that defire to Jive 
long : And there is almoſt no man ſo "” 3 
ur 
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bur he hopes and defires to liveyet anothet _ 
| year, Theſe men are never heard to ſay,, 
. they have lived long - enough. Death 
maketh roo. much hait with them, he coms 
meth to them too ſoon, yea and before 
his time. Here now the:queſtion' may be 
moved; Who live > or who thall live Jon 
- ger > St, Bernard in his ſeventeenth Sers 
mon upon the gl. Pſalm , upon. theſe - 
words, With long: life will T fatisfie him, . 
breaketh forth into this admiration, What 
isſ{o long as that which-is Ezernal > '/What 
is{0 long as that which hall have no end ? + 
Life Eternal is the good end which we are 
all ro aim at, and this end is without end, 
And further he adds, Thar is the rrue day 
indeed after which there tollows no night, 
where there is Eternal verity, and true Es 
ternity; and therefore true and Etcrnal ſo. 
ciety,. So then the queition may. be de. 
termined thus, Thar thofe only ſhall live 
a fong life truly ſo.called, whoſoever ſhall 
neverdie, but always live in heaven; And - 
again, That thoſe ſhall die ina lingring.. 
death alas ? too lingring a death ) who- 
ſvever ſhall always die; but never live in-- 
' Kell : for they ſhall live only there! to be- 
rormented always. Let ushear. but-one 
more, 'andſo conclude, 
CA In ſha}t-relolve che. 
laftqueſtion for us. There are, faith he, 
|  taany- 
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many things in this world which nature 
hath (o appropriated and aſſigned to ſome 
one certain place, that they are not to be 
found in another place,unleſs it be in part, 
Of ſome flowers which grow in the new- 
found world we kave only the ſeed.: Of- 
ſome living Creatures there are brought 
oyer unto. us only-the Skins, Now Frern ity , 
$a thing ſo proper to another world, thar 
it is not to be found in this z only the ſeed 
thereof we may have eyen in this world, 
And what are the ſeeds of Eternity ? They 
are, ſaith Laureniius, Contempt - of. .& mans 
(elf, the giſt of Charity, and the taſte of 
Chriſt's works, To contemn others, is 2 - 
tree that over. ſpreadeth the whole world, . 
whoſe wood.is fewel for the fire of Hell. 
To contemn: himſelf is a very ſmall feed , 
' ſcarce known in the world ; Chriſt brought - 
| it down from Heaven with.him,; who made - 
bimſelf of ns reputation, and took upon bim - 
the form of a Servant , and become obcdient, 
not to the Stable only, or the Manger, but 
even to mount Caluary, unto death, even- 
the death of the Croſs, "unto the grave, yea 
even unto Hell.  v. 9. Wherefore God ala - 
| bath highly exalted bim, - B-hold, this licrle 
ſeed is grown up and: ſpread. in breadth, 
andis become the higheſt of a]] trees. The 
fame Author, ſpeaking of Charity, ſaich - 
thus, The meaſure of our glory and Eters 
xls, | = 
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. - nafreward ſhall be according to the mea: Þ 
ſure of our Charity, For, To whom little þ. 
forgiven, the (ame loveth little, Luke 9. 49% 
He obtaineth leſs grace, whoſoever hath' 
leſs Charity ; And where there is leſs grace, 
there alſo ſhall be Jeſs glozy, So then iris. 
moſt true, The more thou loveſt God, 
the more thou heapeſt up unto thy ſelf Ex 
ternzl. rewards, The whole Law is lowe,. 
but it muſt be pure, chaſte, and holy, I. 
have done with the ſecond, which is Cha-: 
Fity.. I come to the third, which is The 
zaftc of Chrifts words. It'isa common and. 
witty ſaying in the Rhetorick Schools, He: 
& 0 be thought 4 good proficient who can re | 
biſhTully's works : We may ſay as much in; 
the School] of Chriſtianity, He bath made: 
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&g00d progreſs in Religion. and Virtue, who: | 
 canreliſhChrifts works, who likes the- taſte: | : 
of Chriſts doFrine and exemple,- But who. | - 
foever findeth no taſte almoſt at all, no- 
reliſh, in the words and works of Chriſt; 
whoſoever is not moved, affected, and de- 
lighted with thoſe things which belong un- 
tothe mind, and Chriſtian piety to Heae 
ven, and Eternal felicity z but on the con- 
trary findeth much ſweetneſs jn eating, 
drinking, walking, laughing, jefting and 
playing : the ſame man may ſay with fore } 
' row enovph, to» truly, How little ſeed of | 
; Eternity bave I within me, O my God ! Or 

| | | rather, - 
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upon Eternity. 


deſcend into my ſelf, I ſee manifeſtly whar- 
ſpirit is within me, and whither my affe- 


\Qion carrieth me, To ſpend whole'nights- 


;in dancing, feaſting, revelling, quafhng, 
ficing and carding, hearing fooliſh and 
idle tales, reading impure books, calling. 
for, and lavgbing at amorous ſongs, play=' 
ing the good fellow,and doing as the com-- 
pany doth; Oh ! this never offendeth me, 
4bjs is pleafing and delightful ro me, Bur 
to hear of Chriſt and his life, to hear of 
holy men that lived formerly, who were 
much given to watching, faſting , and. 
prayer, or toread of their lives,that makes 
no mufick in my cars, and this is an eye- 


. fore unto me ; Ecanneither hear nor ſee: 
I ſtop mine ears,. and cloſe mine eyes for © 
: | fear leſt they ſhould be offended, To hear - 
+a Sermon of an hour long, it is death un- 


to me, and therefore I ſ:x}dom come to - 
Church : or if I do ſomerimes, I drive a- 
way.the time, either ſizeping or prating. 


There are too many ſuch men in the 
world : but of ſuch it may be truly ſaid, 


that they have no, tate or reliſh at all of 
the works of Chriſt, - But now Jet us hear 
the judgment of the Church concerning 
Eternity. | 

The memory of Eternity is fo precious 


in the eſteem cf the Church, that there is 
no 
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-xather,. I have_none at all. For when I 


no Pſalm, no Prayer, - no Hymn bur cle? 
ſeth with it, Glory be to the Father, au 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt ; rAs it ww 
in the beginning, k now and ever ſhall be}; 
world without end,” Amen; As it was in the: 
beginning , thar is, before a}l beginning 
from all Eternity, without any beginning 
now, 4nd ever ſhall be, world without 
that is, throughout all ages, infinite, in. 
- numerable, incomprehenſible ages ; to all 
Etergity, But let us leave the little rivers, 
and make haſte to the fountain. . N 


— 


CHAP. IL. 


. Clear Teſtimonies of Divine Scripture cons 


cerning Eternity.:. 


How many-and how -great are the ſighs 


and pgroans of poor abje& and deſpiſed- 
men ! we may hear them every day, Ortie: 


or other every where is complaining, Wo 


is me poor man, I have few or no friends 
atallz I am difreſpe&ed : I am-ſcorned 


and trampled under foot almoſt by a}; 
 Havepatience alittle,O man, ſuffer fora 


while; the day of :comfort will rife at” 


- length,though it ſeem long firſt, Remem- 


ber 


., 8 
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* Will produce only three witneſſes, 2 
"i ropher, an eApoſtile, and an Evange=- | 
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ber Gods promiſe in the Prophe- Baruch 


fie of Baruch, Caſt about thee a 3. 2, 
double garment of the righteouſ- 

neſs which cometh from God, and ſet a Di- 
edem on thy bead of the glory of the Everlas 


thers there are that accuſe Nature, 
'complaining {till that ſhe bath given too 
long a life to ravens and too ſhorc a great 
deal unto man. Hear thus much, ycu 
that are ſtill complaining of the ſhortneſs 
of mans life, This life is ſhort-indeed ; bur 
.when this ſhort and vain. life ſhall end , 
there remains..another life which never 
ſhall bave an end. If ye will not believe 
me, yet believe St, Paul, 2 Cor,s.2, Foy 


| weknow, ſaith St, Paul, that if our earthly. 


bouſe of thi tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
have -« building of God, an hauſe not made 


' with hands, Eternalin the heavens. Whar 


great loſs is it then, if this earthly taber-. 
nacle of our body be diflolved, when as we 
have a Royal palace prepared for-.us, which 
i not ſubjeR to diſlolution > Tothe teſti. 
.mony of the Prophet and the Apoſtle, ler 
us add the teſtimony of the £vangeliff 


| St. Maithew , in whoſe Goſpel we may 


read theſe words of our Saviour. . Matth. 
18. 8, If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 
themoff, and caſt them fromahee 3 It  bet<, 
ter for vhee 10 emer into life þalt or we=+ 
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rather than having two hands or two ſett to/. 
| becaſt into everlaſting fire. And if thine! 
© eye offend thee, pluck it ont, and caſt it from | 
thee : It 4 better for thee to enter into life. 


--with one eye, rather than baving two eyes to 


'be caſt into hell fire. O fire! Ohell! ©, 
"Eternity ! Time is nothing, if it be com-. 

pared with Eternity 3 ſhortneſs of life, and: 
"ſo lols of time is no loſs at all, but great 


recorded it, and ſealed it in theſe words of 
our Saviour, AMatth.- 19. 29, Every one 
' that hath forſaken bouſes , or brethren, or 
ſiſters, or father, or mother , or wife, or 
children, or lands ſor my names ſake, ſhall 
- receive an bundred- fold, -and fhall inherit: 


- everlaſting life. Is ir not clear enough - 


that: this' promiſe'is of bleſſed Ereynity, 
' whenwe have ſecurity given usof receivin 
- ati hurtdred-fold: reward ? Again, Chrilt: 


fe ihr nn by the ſame Evangeliſt forewar-'. | 
t 


"on of the latter judgment, three times 


: makes mention of Eternity expreſly in theſe + 


' words, Matth. 25. 41, 46. everlaſting fire; 
or eternal fire, —_—— or eternal puniſh- 
"ment, and life e lH 


' Seeing therefore the holy Fathers, the 


Church, and the ſacred Scripture do fo 
many ways propound unto us the ſerious. 
conhideration af Eternity 3 it is our part 


gain, if thereby we gain Ezernizy, Chrilt, 
«hath, promiſed it, and St, Matthew hath 


ae aaa a. od wn iS ecard ee ico oor Sococcqntpu amncq2c. Tees rt ro RT Bo. 


and 


"TO PW 


F © Gw=s 


OE RO en noone te Ae. 0% 2:5 ig; te” la. 2th A 1 4 
1 'D WErur - - mY "7 , A . 


"upon Eternity. I41 | 
'}-and duty, as many of us as look for Eternal 
- | life in heaven, it is our. part and duty ſe- 
* riovſly-to meditate thus with our ſelves 
every one : O my God! How ſeldom 
+have I heretofore thought upon Eternity ! 
.orif I have thought upon it, - in whar a 
cold and negligent manner have [ done it, 
enichifanding every day, yea every o ce 
- | and minute I draw nearer and nearer unto 
. | Eternity 2 Bur for the time to come by the "» 
, | affiftance of thy graceI will mind it more & 
carefully than heretofore I have done; and ; 
if at any time through thy bounty, riches 
ſhall increaſe, 1-will not ſet-my heart upon 
them : though the world ſhould ſmile upon 
"me, though I ſhould want no jen ng 
thing that my heart can defire, though - 
4 ſhould ſeem to flow in never ſo much a» 
bundance, yet will I till remember Eter- : 
"ity, Inthe midft of my proſperity theſe | 
:hall be my thoughts. But bow long ſhall S 
| this laſt > will this fair weather never 7? 
change 2 will this comfortable ſun always 1 
ſhine upon me 2? Or if [ ſhouldliveiitpro- = [ 
ſperity all the days of my life, what ſhall it EE 
profit me after death > After this.ſweer bar 4 
hort, pleaſing but perilous, unhappy hap= 7 
pineſs, there ſhall ſhortly follow Eternity, 
Eternity, But if the world goes ill with me, 
if ir frown upon me, it | meet with many 
croſſes, troubles and affliQions, if misfor- 
; Tunes 
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tunes befal me, if they ruſh upon me like 
waves, une on the neck of another, if 
be turmoiled:and tof{<d up and down, then 


theſe ſhall be my daily thoughts, Well, J 


let-the world bave its courſe, I am content 
to bear it, Gods will-be done. Ler the 
{ea be troubled Jer the waves thereof roar, 


let. the winds of affli&ions blow, let the 


waters of ſorrows ruſh upon me, let the 
clouds of tentations threaten rain and 
thunder, let the darkneſs of grief and hea. 


vineſs compaſs me about, yea though the 


foundations of the world ſhould ſeem to 
ſhake, yet will I not be afraid. Theſe 
ſtorms will blow over. theſe winds will be 


laid, theſe waves will fall, this bar 
be 


cannot laſt long, and theſe clouds ſhal 
diſpelled. Whatſoever IT ſuffer here ſhall 


ſhortly have an end, I ſhall not ſuffer E= 


rernally, Come the worſt that can come, 
death will put an end toall my ſorrows and 


miſeries. But no ttorm to thar ſtorm of. 


fire and brimitone which the damned ſhall 
ſuffer in Hell Erernally and without end, 


All things here ſhall have an end, but rhe 


torments there ſhall bave no end. Whatſo- 
ever is not within the circle of Eternity, is 
| ſhore, ſwift,- and momentany, it is bur a 


ſhadow, but a dream, ſo faith St, Chry-. 
foftom, It is but a Modicum or a thing of no< 
#bing,a litile,a-very little, for a little while, 
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yea, 4 very little while. - Often doth our 
Saviour beat upon this, ſpeaking to his 


Dilciples. All his own tufterings, yea his 
]- molt bitter death upon the croſs,he calleth 
but a little, A]l che ſufferings,puniſhments, 
and violent deaths of the Apoltles, all bur 


a little : And why ſhould nutI alſo think ir 


bur a little, whatloever herel ſuffer, though 


L ſhould ſuffer it an hundred years toge= 
ther; Heb. 7. 27. For yet 4 little while, 
and be-that ſhall come, will come, and will 
not tarry. I will therefore ſuffer patiently 
whatſoever can happen, and account one 


thing only neceſſary, and that is, To do 


nothing againſt. my Conſcience, and diſ- 
pleaſing unto God.. For all is ſafe and ſure 
with him who is certain and ſure of bleſſed 
Eternity, 


y 
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CHAP, Il, 

Thiclife in reſpe# of that which j to come, 4 
' but as a Drop to the Ocean, 4 little ſtone 
"tothe ſand upon the Sea ſhore, 4 Center 


| tothe Circle, « Modicum, a little,a very 


little time, a Minute to Eternity. And ſuch 
are the ſufferings of 1bi; life in reſpcit of. 
: the joys that ſhall be hereafter, © © 
A-OfRt true it-is, whatfoever Jabour or 

MF ſorrow we ſuffer in this lite, ir is 
| | H but 
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but a Modicum, or for 4 little while. Its } 
the ſaying of $. wy = ps This Modicum | 


-or little while ſcems long unto us, becauſe it 


5 not yet all paſt and gone : But when it ſhalt. 


come toanend , then ſhall we perceive and 
underſtand what 4 little while this Modicum 
w#, The wileit of men being+to ſhew 
the vanity and ſhortneſs of this preſent 
life, though it ſhould be lengrhned to an 
hundred years : Which few men can reach 
unto, makes choice of the moſt minute 


things in the World, whereby to expreis | 


it, and ſer it forth by way of reſemblance, 
Far thus we read expreſly in Ecclefiaſticus, 
The number of 4 mans days at the moſt are 


an hundred years. As adrop of Water uns | 
ro the Sea, and a Gravel Stone in compart- | 


ſon of the Sand; ſo are athouſand years w 
tbe days of Eternity. Ecclus 18, 9,10, And 
why then do ye rejoyce in this, ye long 
lived men, that ye have lived anhundr 


years? All our years are, What are theyy 


"They are as 4 drop of Water unto the Se, 
and 4 Gravel Stone. in compariſon of the 
Sand, And what is alittle one to thoſe 
exceeding high Mountains of Sand ; and 

| what isa ſmall drop of Water to the deep 
| and fathomleſs Sea ? Such are Taha 


yea, an hundred years. (Hear this, ye old 


Men.) They are but a Modicum, a ve 


little while, but a afjnxtc of time, indeed] 1 


S. 


nothing] + | 
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| yothing at all co the days of Eternity. And 
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4 yer, fooliſh and miſerable men, we arc 
- overjoyed with this lirtle ſtone, this ſmall 


drop. Our life is indeed 4 liztl: flone, but 
no zewel, no .precious {tone ; it is made 
of no better matter than Sand, Our lite 
isa drop, but not of ſweet and freſh Wa. 
ter; itisſa]r and brackiſh as the Sea-wae- 
ter is. For all bj days are:ſorrows, andbls 
travel grief; yea, his heart takath no reff 
in the night : So laith the Preacher, Ec- 


 6Ius. 2. 23, Iris the counſel of 'S. Augue 


ftine, Recal to mird, ſaith he, the years 


' that are pali, from Adanto this preſent 


day : Runover all the Scripture , it is buy 
almoſt yeſterday ſince the fell, and was 


| thruſt out of Paradiſe. For where are 


thoſe times that are paſt> Certainly, if 
thou haſt lived all the time fince Adam 
was thruſt out of Paradiſe, even unto this 
preſenr, thou wouldit perceive and con- 


' feſs, Thar thy life was not long, which is 


fo ſoon fled away, For what is any mans 
life > Add as many years as thou wilt, 
imagine the longeſt old age, What is it > 


{sit not .as a Morning blaſt > All this is 


moſt true, I pray you tell me, where fs 


Adam now 2-where is Cajn ? where is log .- 
lived Methuſclah ?. where is Noah ? where 


Sem? where is Eber ? where is moſt 
obedient Abraham? where is Facob? 
FW H 2 where 


X * 
ea 2 


-where is Foſeph ? They are dead andgone; 
their time 1s paſt : We may ſay of them, 


'Pixerunt, fuerunt Troes; Once they were, 
-now they arenor, Thus our life palleth a. } 


way ; thustheglory of the World paſſeth 
away.-O morning dew /-O meer vanity! 
What-is it that we do-ſo defire- here? 
what ſo long as to be hoped ot wiſhed for 
Here? Short it' is, a Modicum it is,: it is 
vile and nothing worth, it is but a ſmall 
point whatſoeyer thine eye- beholdah 


 +here. It js a tive ſaying of Gregory the | 


'Great: The longeſt meaſure of our life,is 
but'a point;or it-is a ſhort line that begins, 
continues, and ends in a point. In 4 my 
"ment, in the twinkling of aneye, 1 Cor.15, 


'$2, all things ſhall have an end, T hay. 


ſeen an end of all perfe&ion, but thy (ſom. 
*mandment k exceeding broad, Pſal.1 19, 69, 
'Wiy then dowe account. any time long? 
"For that which: is paſt, now is nct 3 that 
"which is to come, yet'is not.z and what 
the prefent-2 The Glaſs is always running, 
and the Clock never ſtands iti]! ; the hour 

afſeth away by flying minutes, Whatis 
Hawn by, is paſt and gone 35 what is yet 


behind, is till to come ; But where istheF 


time which we uſe to call long ? Ferndd 

makes often mention of that. moſt tru 

and excellent ſaying-of .S. Ferome, (and, 

Reader, it is worth obſerving.) No a 
0 
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ears, Ficlus 41.4, 
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ought to ſcem Long unto us , no time long, in 
which we are [ecking 4fter cternal glory, 


_ , Andyet though the life of Man be but | 


yery ſhort in compariſon of Eternity, 
there is none of the damned that can juſt=- 
ly accuſe'God far not granting him a Jong 
er life; : They mult condemn themſelves, 
for nor living better. There &.no inquiſution 
inthe Grave (ſaich-$yracides) whether thou 
baſt lzrved ten or an hundred, or 4 thouſand ' 
..In Hell it is no ti 
ſhortneſs, of life, Every Man hath lived 


+#8 a +4 | 


bh Here, Chrittian Brother , I will deal 


more bold'y ang plainly with thee, and lay 
the matter ſo open, that thou ſhalt ſee ir 
clearly preſented before thine eyes, Thoy 
ſayeſt; that thou doeſt ofren think upon 


| Heaven, and that thou haſt an earneſt 'and 


longing deſire after Eternity, Sayeſt thou 
ſo? 'I hear thee, bur I do not believe thee 
neither would I have thee believe me, if L 
ſhould ſay- ſo of my ſelf. Fot how can it 
be, O good: Chrittian Brother, how can. it 


* be, that. thou or I ſhould think ſo often, 


and ſo. ſeriouſly upon, Heaven,. and haye 

ſuch a Jorging deſire (as we ſay we have) 

after. Eternity, and yet be ſo lukewarm, 

yea, tone- cold, in Matters of Religion; 
: H 3 lo 


.. #pon Erraity., Ta = 


fo flow and backward ts that which is 
good, foprone and forward to that which 
rs evil, ſo ready and willing to all manner 
of wantonneſs , ſo querulous- and com- 

aining, ſo ſlothful - and negligent + 

here we ſhould be angry, there are we 
too patient ; and where we ſhould be pa- 
fient and: couragious , there are we too. 
faint- hearted and puſillanimous. In the 
fre of. every light affliction, our patience 
melts and conſumes away z nay, we are: 
bften caſt d>wn with a' word, we are 


blown down' with the breath of: mans 


mouth ; 'but-never are we more jmpa- 
tient and deſperate, then, when ovr. wills 
are croffed, I might ſpeak here of the 
hot eApsſtems of Inſt, wherewith our 
hearts are often inflimed and ſwoln, ard! 
likewiſe of the devouring Cancer. of 
Envy,, which often: eats into our breſts, 
and -rwakes our flzſh.confume' away ; bnt 
I paſs them by. TY 

 Notwithſanding what hath been ſaid, 


we gocd and godly. men , as we profeſs 


our ſelves, and would: have others think. 
us to be, are too timorous where we ſhculd: 
be bold, and too bold where we ſhould 
be timerous, Glory.in nothing.more then 
in this, That we have often in our minds 


the hearty deſires, the Joys of Erernity: 


Believe it, it is not credible, that the 
| thoughts 
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thoughts of heaven and Eternity:ſhanld be 
ſo often in our minds as we ſpeak of; and: 


yet mean while that we ſhould live no bet= 


ter than we do, Did I ſay, It is not cre- 
dible >- Nay I ſay, It is impoſſible, And 
thur I ſhall declare it. : 

The Patriarch Facob ſerved his Uncle 
Laban for his daughter Rachel ſeven years, 
And they ſeemed to him but a few days for 
the love that be bare 10 her. Gen, 29. 20, 
Heareſt thou this whoſoever thou art thar 
ſocomplaineſt e Thou ſerveſt no impoſtor 
or deceiver as Laban was, but God thy- 
maker, and him that will ſurely keep bis 
covenant and promiſe, Thou ſeryeſt not 


by P 


fora wife, bur \ ap Kingdom of hea. 


yen: not for th# beauty and fight of a 
w.fe, but for the beatifical viſion and Ktey- 
xl fight of God : not for the delight and 
pleaſure of a wife, but for celeſtial and 
Eternal delights and pleaſures, And yet. 
doth the trouble of one winters day often- 
times ſo caſt thee down, that ſuddenly all- 
thy love towards Gcd and thy defire after- 
heaven begins to wax cold in thee, As 
ſoon as the ſtorm of adverſity begins, thou - 
breakeſt forth into moſt bitter comphaints, . - 
thou: calleft heaven and earth to witnels,.. 
thou-breatheſt nothing but revenge 3 yea 
ofrentimes, I believe thou- ſpareſt not 
God himſelf, but calleft his-jultice into -. 
|  H.4 queſtion, 


up0n Eternity... T49 © 
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queſtion, At other times when pleaſure- 
with her fawning allurements hath once- 


enticed thee, ſhe doth ſo bewitch thee and” 


take away thy-memory, that thou quite: 
forgetteſt to ſerve God, ” and ſo runneſt 
headlong into the Labyrinth of fin, which- 
hath a tajr entrance, at leaſt ſeemingly, 
but leadeth thee the next way to deſtruQi. 
on,. Is this the vigilancy which thou {o- 
much talkeſt of ? Is this thy heroical for. 
titude and love of God > How wilt thou 
ſerve God leven years, as Facob did La- 


ban; when (alas!) thon canſt not endure 


the labour and forrow of one ſhort day >: 
Mark 14. 39. O'$imon,Simon, ſleepeſt thou; 
couldſt thou not watch one hour with thy 
Lord and Maſter 2 but hear further con. 
cerning the Patriarch Facob : He being 


beguiled by his Uncle Laban; who gave-. 


him blear-eyed Feahr inſtead of-beauriful 
Rachel, ſerved him yet ſeven years more 
for his dau ghter Rachel, whom. he dearly- 
Joved : and no doubt but thoſe ſeven years: 


alſo ſeemed unto him but as a few days for- 


the exceeding great love that he had unto- 
her, And itis very likely thar oftentimes 
when he was weary at his work he had an 
eye unto Rachel's beauty, and ſaid thus 


with himſelf, ( ſurely, for her beauty ) 


She is worthy for whom I ſhould ſuffer 
ſeven years hard ſervicez and; if need 
were 


ah 
0 


years more,. '-Such was the affzRion that * 
he bore unto Rachel, that it made him 

ſcarce ſenſible of any lab-ur. 

- Heareſi: thow this, -thou who goeſt for 

2 Souldier of Chriſt 2 conceivelt thourhis,: 
| underſtandeftihouthis ?* How then, canft 

thou ſtil}. murmure agajnſt God ? Thou 
art bid to: ſexye, God for Gods ſake, that. 
ſothou mayelt at length enter into Gods 

Eternal reit z Thou art exhcrted to role 


rnce and patience here, that ſo thou 


| mayeſt be made partaker cf immortality 


vith the blefſed -hercafter : And yet ſlzep- 
et thou, O fluggard 2 'Haſt, thou not an 
ear tohear? Art thou:1ti]l complajving 2. 
Do but reckon up the years which.thou haſt 
ſent in the ſervice of God, and ſee whether 
thou haſt ſeryed God faithfully and pain- 
fully twenty years, as Facob did Laban. 
Fam afraid-thou wilt come ſhort in ihy. 
reckoning 3 Haſt thou ſerved God fo ma- 
ny. months 2 1 tell rhee, I makea queſtion 
ofit, Number the nights that thou haſt 
ſpent in watching and praying, recount 
the- days. which thou haſt ſpent in boly ex- 
erciſes, and ſee if thou canſt truly ſay un- 
to God as Faeob did to Laban, In the day 
the droughs conſumed me, and the froſt by: 
viebt, \and.my ſleep departed from mine eyes. 
Thas haye I been twenty ycars.jn thy pouſe: TU 
+ + i . ſerged« 
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JF vere, I would-not lick. to {erve yet ſeven, 


_ ſerved thee fourteen years for thy two daughs 

ters, and fix years for thy cattel-, Gen, 31, 
490, 41, Tell me, Chriſtian man , haft 
thou ſerved God rhus:twenty years?: Thou. 
knowelt thy wages if: tho! ſerveit God 
Not Labans daughters,nor flocks of ſheep, 
God. himſelf ſhall be the reward of thy 
ſervice 5 Thou ſhalt be bleſſed both in ſoul 
and body ;, It ſhall be well with thee on- 
every ſide ; Thou ſhalt enjoy.all manner 
of delights ; -great delights withovr either 
lacking: or loathing , ai:d without end. 
Fhou ſhalt ſwim in the bottom]: 1s Ocean: 
of pleaſures : Andyer (behold ) thy hands 
_ are ſhckto: every good: work ; Thy feet 
are flow to goto Church 4 thy heart con- 
ſumes away with'envy, flames with anger 
and revenge, aboundeth with the vermine- 
of filthy rhoughts,and is quite dead through 
flothfulneſs and impatience, . Is this thy: 
Terving of God ? Is this the way, thinkeft 
_ thou to heaven, to immortal life, to Frer- 

ab blefſedneſs ? Surely it is not. Why: 

doft thou not rather as Facob did,. when 
thou art weary. with any Jabour which 
thou undergoeſt in the fervice of God, 
when the world goes il] with thee, when 
adverſity prefſeth thee, proſperity ſeducerk 
thee, and labours- burthen thee , lifr- up- 


thine eyes ro heaven, behold Rachel, who 


-— w- uo we. 


is promiſed pato thoe, and: thus comfort 


| 
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| wpthy ſelf. Be not troubled, O my ſoul: | 


Brhold thy Rachel, thy Rachel, which is - 
in heaven, fair Rachel, comely Rachel ; 
Rachel that is all beautiful, not having. 
any one blemiſh about her ! Behold hea- 
yen, and the houſe of thy Eternal reſt and 
pleaſure ! Be con: ent to ſuffer for a while, 
a little ſorrow, and ſome pains : For thou 
ſhalr ſhortly be where thy Rachel is z and 
there thou ſhajt be the more joyful and 
bleſſed, by how much the more thou art 
bere ſorrowtful and afftifted ; There ſhall 
thy reſt be the more pleaſant and joyfu}, 
by how much the more thy life here is 
heavy and painful, Well then, be of good 
courage, ſhew Chriſtian fortitude and pa- 
tience, Fternity, bleſſed Freynjty is more 
worth , infinitely- more worth , than all 
that we can do or ſuffer: If thus, O' 
Chriſtzan brother , thou wouldeſt ani. 
mate and encourage thy ſelf , if with 
fuch eyes thou wouldſt oftner look up 
to heaven, if with ſuch affeQion thou 
wouldeſt daily think upon Eternity ; bee 
lieve it, all the days of ſervice here on” 
earth would ſeem but few, for the great 
love which thou wouldeſt haye unto E< 


'ternity ; Thou wouldeſt count all Ja- 


bour eafie , all troubles welcome, alt: 
befles gain, . This I wilr fay, and there- 


with» * 
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with- E wil! conclude, The more.a man} | 
thinks upon the Eternity .of the world 
to come, the more care he will take 
here, to leada godly life in this preſent. 
world, h | 
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Thus faith the high and loftie one, | 
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THE SEVEN-TH 


| CONSIDERATION 
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Rowe brian uſe t0 paint Eternity. 


E. that is to po through an houie 
+ in the dark muſt go warily-and; 


leiſurely z fiep after ſtep , and 
he muſt -grope forthe wall, . If mans ute 


 derftanding will be prying! into Eternity, 
_if-he-rhinks here ia this life to enter into. 
. it, he is muck deceived;:: The way is dark 
and full of difficulties, He may hurthims F 
 folf bythe way ,” but ke ſhall tate bh 
attain unto/ it, The way 'thirher in bub |! 


ſhorr indeed :* but whena nan is once; in; © 


{ there is no coming out again. And: yer-.. 
| though no mortal njancan-ſo-conceive df” + _-/: 
Eternity, thar be can certainly ſay = : 4 _ 


is, notwithitanding:the infinitenefs lien 
of is-ſhadowed our by: cerrain- 
reſembſances, in' ſuck manner thae'every © 
mad may hayea glimple of it, Wharlo+ 
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ever we ſpeak or write-concerning FEter-- 


nity, howſoever we ſer it out in colours; 
all-isbut-a ſhadow, yea a ſhadow of ſha- 
dows : No Oratour in the world can with 
all bis Rhetorick, ſvfliciently expreſs it ; 
No Limner with all his curious art and 


Skill can ſet ir forth to the life. It all. 


times that. ever were and eyer fhall be 


ſhould be put: together, they word i:ifi- - 


Ritely come ſhort of Eternity : The lati- 
tude thereof is not to be meaſured, neithey 


by hours, nor days,nor weeks, nor menths, . 


nor years, nor Luſtra's, nor Olympiads, 


nor Indi&ions, nor Fubilees, nor Ages, ngr 


Plato's years, nor: by the. moſk ſlow-m 


tions. of. the Ergheb Sphere, though :thele - 


were multiplied by a thouſand; or a:mil. 


lion, or the greatelt-multiplier or Number / 


numbering that can be imagined, Neither 
can it: be meaſured by any Number nums 


bered; as by the Stars of Heaven,the Sands - 


_ of the Sea, the Graſs! of the Field, the 


Drops of the River, and ſuch like, The 


- number of Eternity is paſt finding out. 

The Sailers yſe to ſound the depth ol 
the Sea by a Plammet and a Line : Let us 
alſo let down 'the Plummer and Line of 


—_ wt 


thi 


SO OO mr”, = kc = © UW =www = = =», =» — us 


©, . 2 ew 


> = ..c fu} =. 


we will view wel) this P;Aure, we ſhall 
ceme much nearer finding it, than others 
wiſe we ſhould, 
| Chriſt as 4 Child, taken as it were from. 
the Manger andthe Cradle, almolt quite 
naked, and without clothes, ſtands in the 
douds : on bk. ſhoulders he bears-4 Croſs s 
jn-the clouds there is this inſcription, E- 
TE.RNITT:: beneath Chrifts feet, down 
upon the earth there is the Sceleton.of 2 
man, or nothing but the bones of a man 
without hair or skin, only he bath a beard 
to-be known by:: in-bjs leſt hand he holdeth- 
a piece of parchment, in which 
theſe words are-written, Momen- Gregor; 
taneum qued deledat: That which 
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delighteth is momentany : in bk right hand © 


he ho!deth up an, Apple. Near unto,him 
there ſtandeth-a Raven-pecking a--ſhell=- 
fiſh, with this ſubſcription, Gras, Cras, 
Tomorrow; To morrow. The earth opens- 
ber mouth, and flames of fite break forth. 
and tend. alofr, in which theſe 

words are written, @/Eternam Gregor, 
quod cruciat; That which tormen= . 
teth i Eternal. Cbriſt-coming down.from, 
the clouds T'wo adore with bended knees of. 
diversſex, in the place of all mankind. Be- 
bind them there is a running Hour Glaſs,: 
ora Dial meaſuring hours by the running 
of water, called a Clepſydra; and a Book, .: 


lying . 
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lying wide open, On one page there iy 
written, They ſpend their days in mirth, and | a1 
in 4 moment go down to the grave, Job21; || tl 
13, Ontheother page, Who ſhall deliver | tt 
of oe the body-of thi death ? Romy, 24, 
Before them ſtands T'wo heavenly Angels, 
which embrace them with their arms; and 
pointing ar Chriſt bid them lift up their 
eyes unto him, This ts the Pjffure:: The 
meaning followeth, 
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CHAP K 
C'hrift inviting; 


"YHrift the Eternal” Son of the Erernal 
| God came into this world , clad 
witty no other garment than we, that 
ftark-naked» The garment of immorta« 
lity and mnocency we loſt by Adam's dif. 
obedience, And now ( alas!) how mife- 
rably arrayed do we come into this world ! 

_ Chriſt together with us, yea for'us, ſuf- 
fereth punithment and yet was not guilty 
of any ſin, . But what meanceth this Croſs: 
pon the ſhoulders of the Son of God 2 It 
is a bed'on which he ſfept in death. Golge< 

- the was his chamber. The Thorns his pil- 
low, and the Croſs his bed, Which mas» 
ny religious men of former times wzll con» 

| Pe oe ene fidering. 
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fidering with themſelves, have voluntarily. 
and freely.choſen to lie hard and take lit-- 
tle reſt, that at the day of ReſurreQion 
they might riſe joyfully to reſt Eternal 
Some, as we may read, have made rhe 
Earth their. Mattreſs ,  Sackcloth their- 
Sheet, and a Stone their Boulſter, And 
many there are: which do fo {ill to this. 
day, Bur I leave them, and: return to 
Chriſt, He ſuffered death, eventhatmoſt 
bitter and ſhameful death of 3be Croſs, To- 
what end > That he might ſave us from 
death Eternal; Dye we mult all of us 5: 
but our death is but ſhort... In a moment, 
in the twinckling of an eye the ſoul is ſnat» 
ched from the body, and this ts all thar- 
which we call Death: But it is net:fo- 
with them in Hell : Their rorments far- 
exceed all the ſorrows and pangs of death, 
not only. becauſe they-are more gievuus for 
their qualicy,, but ajſo becauſe they are of: 


longer continuance beyond all compari- 


ſon, for they are Eternal; So thentheir- 
torments are, always to-be tormented z. 
and their death, to die always, And from- 
this death hath Chriſt the Son of God de+ 

livered us; the Child that we ſce deſcri- 

bed walking amidit the clouds. Uuder his- 
feet is a bare $celeton, or the bare: bones- 
of a.man, which by all ſigns we may ga-. 
ther to be our forctather Adams, Hearken- 


Je 
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ye 'children, and ye' childrens children 
hearken unto the words of your Fore-fas 
ther AJam thus ſpeaking unto you. 


— 
PET 


Alam lamenting. 


; My Children, happy then indeed} 
Þ if your Fore: father had known his- 
own happineſs, but now- miſerable, and 
that'even in this, becauſe mine. | By me 
were you-deſtroyed:before you were be. 
gotten; by:me were-you damned-bet: re _ 
""_ were brought forth, I fain would 
be as God, and by that means I am left 
ſcarce a man. Before you could periſh, 
you all: periſhed in me, I my ſelf do not- 
know, . whether you may-better call mea 
Father, or a Tyrant, .and a Murderer; 
T 'cannot wonder or complain juitly that 
you are f9 vicious and ſo finfu] ; for you- 
learned it of me. I am ſorry that you- 
are ſo diſobedjent ; but this you learned 
alſo of me, I was firit difobedient/ un- 
to God that made me, The Avgels in 
Heaven bluſh: and are aſhamed to-'ſee 
your Glurtony and-Intemperance ,' but 
this is your Fathers faulr, Your pride hath 
made you. cdious and deteltable before 
God ;, 
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God ; bur this Monſter firſt conquercd 
and triumphed over me; ,and ſo Pride be- 


.came more proud than ſhe was before, 


This is the inheritance you receive from 
me, nothing elſe but an heap of miſcries. 
God ir deed of kis free good:will gave un» 
to me by a ſure promiſe -Heaven-for [an 
Inberitance ,-- and intailed -it upon: you : 
But I have undone you all, cut off the In- 
4ail, and prodigally made away all for 
one bit, _ I valued my Wife and an Apple 
more than you all, more than Heaven, 
more than God, A curſed and unhappy 
Dinner, for: which I deſerved'. to Sup in 
Helk many: thouſand years after. :I lived 


| in Paradiſe, a Garden full of all delight 


and pleaſure beyond Cog jr ay :God 
gave me the free. uſe of all things therein , 
only. the fruit of one [Tree was forbidden 
me, LI was Lord of allthe Creatures, -L 
was wiſe and beautiful, ſtrong and laſty; 
I abounded with all manner of delights, 
The Air was then ax temperate as could 
be. defired ; the Clouds were clad: in 
brightblew : the Heaven ſmiled upon us.z 
the Sun did ſhine ſo pure, that notbing 
could. be more, Al] things ſeemed to 
gratifie us at our new-marriage. Our eyes 
could behojd nothing but that which-was 
flouriſhing and pleaſing to them. Our 
ears were continually filled with mocks 
t 


= 
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«the Birds thoſe nimble Choriſters of the 
-Air ever warbling out their pleaſant dit= 
ties. The Earth of ir ſelf brought torth . 
<odoriferous Cinnamon and Saffron, [ 
was compaſied abuut with pleaſuyes on | 
every fide, I lived-free and remore from 
all care, ſorrow, fear, labor, ſickneſs, and 
dearh. I ſeemed to be a God upon Earth, 
The Angelsin Heaven rejoyced to fee my 
:happineſs-;z there was none that did enyy 
-me, but my ſelf; but becauſe I obeyed 
.not the-yoice of :God, all rheſe evils fell 
upon me, - 

- I was-driven out of Paradife, baniſhed 
From the fight of "God, and for ſhame I . 
hid my face. Labor, ſorrow, mourning 
Fears, tears, calamities, a thouſand miſe» 
ries ſeifed upon -me, and quite wearied 
tMme out: You feel it, as many as are of 
.my family z and that which ſeemeth to be 
The end of all temporal miſery and for- 
= is oftentimes the beginning of Etere 
Nal, 

O my Children, learn by your own 
-woful experience, learn by your own loſs 
.and mine; learn, I ſay, to be wiſe at 
ns 1 will :give you but one leflon, 
and it is but in three words, which -you 
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ſhall do well to learn by heart, and that 
is, To hate fin. Behold ! Do you not ſee 
# grievous flame breaking out 'haxd by 

me? } 
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Mme ? Tt bath burnt. eyer fince fin firſt 
entred into the Wyrld, and ſhall never be 
.put out, All other puniſhments are bur 
jght, and ſhall ſhortly have an end ; but 
the damned ſhall be tormented in this 
fame, for ever and ever, . N:w, if we 
will, we may eſcape it. Heaven is fer 
open to-all z bur there is no coming te it, 
but by the way of repentance, and the 
gate of the Groſs, He that walketh in 
this way, and entreth ln at this gate, may 
be. certain of his ſalvation, a::d eternal 
Joy inthe Kingdom of Heaven, where ne 
\ ſhall havean everlaſting habitation, This 
-jis the counſel of Adam ro his children, 
lay it is Adam's counſel, . 
' Who falling once, did make hi children 
Both guilty of bk puniſhment and fall, 


— . 


CHAP. LI. 
The Ravens crodking, 


Ear unto the Scelctos of the Proto- 
| V\ plaft, or the bare bones of the firſt 
Man that God made, is the Ravens place 
in the Picture, which maketh very muck 
. For the repreſentation of Eternity to the 
life, Ir is a well-known ſaying of .S. 
Auguſtine, Cras, Cras, that 1s, To nes 
; 3 Y 


To morrow , + the voice of the Ravent 
Mourn therefore like 4. Dove, -and beat thy 


breſt, The chiefelt cauſe, that I conceive, 


why moſt men loſe their part:and portion 


of Bleſſed Eternity, is becauſe' they ſeek | 


it not Today, but defer the ſeeking of it 


till To morrow, For what is more frequent 


or ordinary, then putting oft repentance 


till Fo morrow, To morrow, which: God 


doth know we are uncertain, whether we 
Thall live to ſee or no > But that we may 


not ſeem to put it off without ſome fair 


' pretence we make- many fair promiſes uns 
ag 


Twill To morrow, "that T will, - 
-'T will be ſure to doit : 
-. To morrow comes, To morrow goes 4 
_ eAnd ſtill thou art to doit, 
Thus ſtill repentance 4 defer'd 
From .one day .t0 another : 
until the day of Death 3 come, 
And Fudgment & the other. 


- Bur the day of promiſe is ſolong a com? 
Ing; that the day of Death often prevent. 
eth it, and we are ſuddenly ſnatcht away, 
and ſwallowed up of Eternity , - and: 16 
plunged -into the gulf ; miſerable men 


that weare, into the gulf of everlaſting- 
horror and deſpair. This is it that unde . 


eth. 
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eth many, ſaith-S. Auguſtine 3 whileſt 
they cry, Cras, Cras, To morrow, . T0 
morrow, the gate is ſuddenly ſhut agatai} 


them. - Therefore the Son of $irach often 
. calleth upon us to this purpoſe, Make no 


tareing 10 wurn unto abe Lord , and put-not 
off from day today : For ſuddenly ſhall the 
wrath of God come:forth, and in thy (ecu= 
rity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, ana periſh-in 
phe day of vengeance, Egclus 5.7, It was 
truly ſaid of Scncca, that Roman Philoſos 
pher, A great part of our life we ſpend in 
doing ill; the greateſt part in doing no- 
tbiog 3 -but all in doing auother thing, ra- 
ther than that we ſhould, Not unlike to- 
eArchimedes,who when Syracuſe was taken, 
was ſitting ſecure at home, and drawing 
Circles with his Compaſs in the Duſt, For 
dowe not ſee molt men, when the Eter. 
nal Salvation of their. Souls is in queſtion, 
handling their Duſt, and ftretching them- 
felves to their furtheſt compaſs, tet upon 
tie Tenter-hooks, as it were, and diltrat= 
ed with Law-ſvits, Money- matters , 
worldly buſincfles, ard labors that-ſhall 
nothing profit them art the Jaſt 2 -Eternt; 
is 4 thing they never once think of, or elſe 
rery ſeldom, and 1hen but {lightly fer a 
ſnatch aod away, as Dogs are ſaid to lap 
at Nilus, Martha, Marihi, thou art care- 


"ful and troubled abo:is many things, our one- 
; | 


ting 


thing % needful, Luk 10. 41. and that's 
| -Beatitude or Bleſſedneſs : Not that on 
*Earth, Which ſuch as it is, is: yer bur 


. ſhort 3 but that in Heaven, which & | 


Ex renal. J F 


Before. we take any: buſineſs in hand, 


we commonly examine ir at this wel 
known rule, ſaying, Is it worth my pains? 


-Shall T get my Bread by it ? Should nor a |. 
Chriſtian-man rather inthe wouny of 
ex, 


. every work, fit down and ſay with him 
"Shall T gain-Heaven by it? Will tay 


whing further me in the way 10 Bleſſed Eter-" 


:Nity £ We do-not love to trouble onr heads 
a With ſuch Queres as theſe ; we put off the 
hearing of them. till another time; we 


- do adjourn it: from one time to another, 
— and another, and ſtil} another ;. and at, 


the laſt day of the Term, we will grant a 
hearing. Fooliſh men > Whenat laſt we 
are not able to labor, then we firſt begin 
ro think of labor. Whenwe muſt needs 
depart out of this World, then we begin 
to think upon another World, When we 
;__ canlive no longer here, then we begin ts 
- thiok of the life to come hereafter, When 
thc hour-glaſs of our ſhort time is run 
our, then we begin tothink of Eternity, 
When there is no time left for repentance, 
then preſently we will repent. When the 
Gate is ſhut, .then-we knogk, Bur w_ 
the 
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the fault of all fnners in genera], fill ro 
defer their repentance from day to day, 


_'Pyery ſinner is ready toſay, (faith S, Au. 
| guſtine) I cannot now, 7 will another time. 


Alas! Alas! Tf another time, wby not now ? 
Dionyſim, King of Sicily , diſrobing 


1Apollo of 'his Cloth of Gold, ſaid thus, 


Nec aſtati nec hyemi veſtis hac convenit. It 


. 44a wear neither fit for Winter nor Summer. 


In Summer it is too heavy, andin Winter 
itis too cold." Sodo many (ſafth S, Am- 
broſe) play with God, and deceive their ' 
own Souls, They ſay, Let a'young man 


_ live according to- the faihion of the 


World ; let him drink 'and dance Jet 
him go to the Hoff-race, and to the 
Wreſtlers; let him go a courfing in the 
fields with his companions Ir is for old 
men to ſtay at home, and not to ſtir a- 
broad, unleſs it be to' Church, This is 
too melancholly a lite for a young man; 
But when-they grow old, what do: they 
then > Then are they old and ſickly, weak 
and feeble : You mult not look for theſe ' 
things of them at that age ; their ſtrength 
will not permit: It is not with them as 
formerly it kath been; you mult give 
them leave to take their eaſe; Jet them 
have a care of their heaith - This is al! 
they have to do. . 

> "51,0 LAY This 
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Thus we lt the Summer-and Winter of 
our age paſs away, -and never once-think 
of the Eternal Spring. But let us remems 
ber our ſelves, and as we have opportunity 
let us do good, Gal,6, io. But let not our. 
ſong be any more, with the Black Raven, | 
Cras, Cras, To morrow, To morrow, and 
ſo let, To day, and To morrow,-and the 
next, and ſo our whole life paſs away, and 
Eternity overtake us betore we are aware, 
Tomorrow is not, To day only is ours, 90 
faith S,.Fames. Go to now, ye rat ſay,. T6 
day, or t0 merrow we will go-into ſuch a City, 
and continie there 4 year,. and buy and (et, 
and get gain ;, whereas ye know not what 
ſhall be on tbe morrew, For what i our life? 
It # even.4 vapor that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vaniſheth away. Fam. 4. 13 
It was a very good anſwer that Meſſodamu 
gave one, .inviting him to a fealit the next 
day, (as it is reported by Guido Biturt- 
cenſos,,) My. Friend, ſaith he, why. doſt 
thou invite me againit tomorrow ? I duſk 
not for theſe many years ſecure my ſelf, 
that I ſhould live one day , for I have ex- 
peed death every.hour, No man is ſuf. 
ficiently armed againſt death, unleſs. he 
be always prepared to entertain it, What 
i5itelſe, but raſhneſs and folly, folly gnd 
madaeſs, and indeed meer contempr ol 
Eternity, fora man to lie down in eaſe 

upou 
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upon a Feather-bed, to ſl:ep ſecure,ſnort= 
ing and ſnoring, and to lodge an enemy, 
2 deadly Enemy, all the while, fin, in his 
yery boſom 2 Sudden deaths: are very. 
common and ordinary amonglt us, . How, 
many have we heard of, that went to Bed 


well over night, for ought any may could. 


tell, and were found dead in the morning {. 
Þ will not ſay carried away -out-of their. 
Beds, and caſt into Hell fire ; .whether it- 
be ſo or no, God knoweth. Have we not 
feen and known ſome that haye been ſud- 
denly Riruck, faln fick; and died inthe 
ſpace of an hour 2 Within an hour ? yea' 
ſs than ap hour, ſound and fick,  quick- 
and dead. * And yet dowe (raſh ws } 184 by 
ih wer.) procraſtinate it from day to day, 
(that is nothing) from year to year do we 
defer our repentance, and the amendment 
of our lives 3 and death mean time une. 
expeRed ſeiſeth upon us, and delivereth. 
us up unto Eternity.. S. eAuguſtine, cor-, 
refting in- himſelf ſuch lingering and.dan=- 
gerous delay, ſuch lenitude and, back-, 
wardneſs of mind and will to repent, ſaith 
thus, I felt and found how'-I was held in- 
tangled, and I uttercd ſuch lamentable com- 
plaints a5 theſe, Quamdiu, quamdiu, Cras. 
& Gras > Quare non hxc hora finis tur. 
pitudinis mex 2 How long ſhall I defer, 
and flill cry .To morrow, To morrow ?. 


I _Imt#y 
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Thy do I not now begin, eventhi yery pre«: 
ſent hour & Why. do I not break off my fmaſutt 
courſe, and begin x0 live beater ? Thus 
ſpeke and fell & weeping for very contrition 
of heart. | ) 
&- oro the Great (as S, Ferome wire 
neffeth) when he uſed exhortations to the | 
people to itir them up. to godlineſs and 
virtue, was wont to wiſh them always td 
keep in- mind, and often medicate upoty 
thar ſaying. of the Apoltle, Sol xon occidat 
ſuper iracundiam veftram. Let not the Suw 
0 down upon your wrath. And this pro« 
ibition he aid not reſtrain to wrath only, | 
but made it general : Let not ghe Sunga 
down upon your wrath, hatred, malice, 
envy, luſt, or any other ſin, left it deparr 
from you as witneſs againſt you. Tb 
" Fohn, Patriarch of Alexandria, had 
certain controverſie with one Nicetas, % 
chief- Man of that City. The matter was 
tobe tried at Law, Foha wasfor the pocr,” | 
Njcetas for his money. But for peace fake 
there was aprivate meeting and heating: 
appointed, to ſee if they could come to- 
fome compoſition and agreement. They | 
met, they fell ro words, they were hot at 
it, a great deal of choler and ftomack 
was ſhown on both parts, neither would 
yieldia jot, neither would depart an inch: 
from. bis right. A great confli& tn 04 | 
Cs 


2 ax tff.canmngs a © ad a tr aamot_T vo. om ew ev oo o« ad... ac wa tom ar cms wo ann wes we 


#pox Efernty.. 73: 2 

hetween them, many-kours ſpent tolittle- ; 
' purpoſe : They were further off ixom A. 

greement, at length, then before ; for * 
neither would yield to Conditions pro 
pounded by either, Well, it grew lateg. 
they departed; more offended and diſplea= 
ſed one with another,” than before, and: 
fo left the ſuit pendevr, - Nicetgs thought 
i bard ce ropart with his money, and- 
the Patriarch ſeemed to be inthe righr, 
' and to ſtand out infrhe Cauſe of God, and” 
the Poor, Bur yet when Nicetas was gone, 
the good Biſhop weighed the matter bet- 
ter with himſelf, and. condemned himſelf 
for his pertinacy ; and though he was in a. 
ood cauſe, and knew it alſo, yer ſaid, 
Can 1 think-that God will be well pleaſed 
with this implacable wrath , and wilful: 
ubbornneſs > The night draweth' on 2 
And ſhall I ſuffer the Sun to godown ups 
| on-my wrath 2- That: is impious,; and not 
- according: to the counſel of the Apoftle, 
So the good Prejate could not be atreſt 
«till he had ſenx unto Nicetas :.: For he out: 
of hand ſent M={flengers of good eſteem, 
and gave them this charge,. thar they; 
ſhould ſay no more to aim but only this 
Domine, $01 ad occaſum ecft, .thar is, Sor, 
the Sun 5 going d0,;8, Upon the hearing 
of which meſlage, there was ſuch a ſudden 
| alteration.. wrought in Nieetas, that his 
| I_ 4. bigh 


high ſtomach *came dawn preſently, ke 
wh pode melt; his eyes did ſtand fall ſwoln 
with tears, and he had much ado to keep 
them in, Out of: doors he xan preſemtly 
after the Meſſengers, (for he made haite 
to ſpeak with the Patriarch) ard coming 


to hfm in-humble manner, ſaluted him. 


thus;- Holy Father, T- will beraled by you 
mois, or inanyother matter;, Whereupon 
the Patricarcli made him very welcome z 


{o they embraced each othes very loving- 


ly, and became good friends, Great ſure- 
ly'was the virtue, and ſpeedy was the ope» 


ratfon of theſe few: words, The Sun + 20+ 


ing down : For preſently upon the hearing 
thereof, 'a. peace was concluded betwixt; 
them, which- was ſought for before with 
multitude of- words, but could not be ef- 
feQed: So dothou, whoſoever thou art. 


that knowelt thy ſelf guilty ef any grie« 


vous ſin, if not before, towards the eyen- 
ing, atteaſt, call to mind thoſe operative 
words, The $un.# going down. For what 
knoweſtthou; whether thon ſhalt-riſe again 
with the Sun, or no >. Andif thou dielt in 
the night without Repentance, it is a 

ueſtion in which Erernity thou ſhalt have 
thy part, whether of the bleſſed, or of 
the curſed; *Wheref 'r6 do what thou halt 
rodo quickly, The $un & going down; Bur 
bave a cafe it gonot down upon-uhy lult 
| ; tp Fs 
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or huxury, envy or blaſphemy, detraQion 

or-th: fr, or upon any other grievous fi 

unrepented -of, Good God ! What 2 

thing is this > If there be but a fiain in 2 

garment, a ſpot in the face, a blot in a 

cap, we preſently uſe ſome means totake 

{F it out, or waſh it off. Are theſe ſuch eye- 
ſores to us > * And yet are we fo blind - | 
within, that we cannot ſee our manifold = 
corruptions and po]lutions > or do we ſee 
and ſuffer them 2? + Can we ſuffer them, 
and not be troubled at them-? . Are we 
troubled,and yet ſeek no means to expiate 
and purge them our >. When, we are pol- 
Juted at any time with the ſtain of fin, we 
ſhould labor preſently to take it out 3 the 
ſooner it is done, the better and the eahier 
it is. Therefore, ſaith S. Ambroſe, we- 
ought to be careful to repent; But that is. | 
not all, our repentance muſt be alſo. 3 
ſpeedy, for fear leſ{t-the Heavenly Hus- - 
band man in the Goſpel, that planted a 2 
Fig tree in his Vineyard,- come and ſeck 

_ for fruir, and finding none, ſay unto the: - 
Drefler of his Vineyard, Cut it down. IE. 
the. ſentence be once palt, there is no a- 
voiding the fatal blow ; down it muſt. 
If therefore we find our ſelves orce- 
wounded with fin, let us look for help in. 
time.. The brute beaſts which have no 
undezſtandivg , will -teach. us ſo muck. + 

I 5 pros - 


276 The ſtventh Conſeration. | 


providence; The Harts of (/andy.or Crete, 
as ſoon as they are ſtruck, run preſently 
to their Difamnum: or *Ditrany :: The 
Swallows , to cure the blindneſs of theix- 
young: ones eyes, filie to fetch their Che. 
lidontum or Celandine: The Dug, when 
he is fick, maketh haite to his Graſs, to. 
give him a vomit : The Toad fighting. 
with the Spider, as ſoon as ſhe feeleth her' 
ſelf begin ro ſwell, crawleth to her Plane 
tane, and'ſo is recovered: 

Thefe by a natural in{tina, know their 


9%” own proper Medicines, and upon all oc=. 


caſions preſently make recourſe unto 
them, But we poor miſerable Men, more 
unreaſonable, and without underitanding. 
' thanthe Beafts, are wounded: every day, - 
and that many times deadly; and yet not- 
withſtanding. we ſeek for no Medicine to 


cure our- Spiritual Diſeaſes, We ule the: - 


ſame diet, we were wont todo; we talk: 
as freely and: merrily as ever Fe did ; we 
goto Bed at; our accuſtomed hour, and: 


fleep according. to our old compaſs, Bur 


" Repentance is the Phyſick that goeth 


againſt our ſtomachs , Contrition cutteth 
us to the heart, Confeſſion ſeemeth bitter 
in our mouths :. We chuſe rather to con=- 
tinue fick, then to. be cured, This isour- 
 thiſerable cendirfon ; fo fooliſh are we, 
Hi void of underſtanding , either nor 
Re a © 
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upon Eternity,, T7: | 
knowing , or-at. leaſts, . not -imbracing- 
that which would: malte for our: Eternal: 
200d, £5454 7: 
Lf we: wou!d give ear unto the counſet 
of the Heavenly Angels, which ſeemin. 
the Pifture according totheir deſcription, . 
{ togive dire&ion unto-05, and are-indeed 
appointed by: Gad, as Miniltring| Spwits: 
for our Good ; If we would, 1 iay, give: 
ear unto their counſel, 'then certainly, we: 
ſhould neither ſuFer our eyes 10 {l:ep, nor 
our eye. lids to{lumber, neither rhe tem- 
ples of our heads to take any-reſt, until 
our peace and reconciliation were made 
with God, They put us Rill-in mind,thar 
our day is almolit ſpent, that. the nighe- 
draws on, that our glaſs is near-ruaning; 
out, that death: is at hand}, and after: 
death cometh judgment : Be we fecurely, 
walk on in our old way, Let the day. 
ſpend, let the night draw-on, letthe glaſs. 
run out'z - come death, follow judgment ;. 
we are not troubled at ir, we care nat, we: 
regard- not , no warning of the eAngets: 
will ſerve our turn, VE 


— 


we ſweetly ſleep, and never dream of this 
| #nhap)y ran whoſoever thu art! | 1 
| ——Potes hoc ſub eaſugucere ſomnos >” 
And canſy thou ſicep in-ſuchis caſe:at this, 
ater Canſt: 
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< Canft 'thou go w Bed,. with a Conſci» 
ence thus laden with fin > Canſt thou take. 
_ any reſt when thou lieſt in danger of Eter- 
nal Death ?- Cart thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the Brother of Death, and en. 
ter ſleep into thy. boſom > I can, I tell 
thee, that I can, and-find no harm at all 
by ir. Be not too confident 3; that may: 
happen in the ſpace of-one hour, which 
hath not happened in a thouſand, Thou 
art not paſt danger ; for conſider with thy: 
ſelf how long thou hait to live. There is 
no- great diltance betwixt thy- Soul and 


Death, Hell and Eternity. ke is gone ina. 


breath, Thou mayeft moſt truly fay- e- 
very hour, I am within one degree of: 
Death, within one foor, yea, within one 
inch, Death need not ſpend all bis Qui- 
ver upon thee ; One Arrow, the head of, 


one Arrow ſhall woun4 thee to the heart, 


and make ſuch a Jarge orifice, that blood: 
and ſpirits, .and lite and all, ſhall ſud. 
den]y run out together. Either thou liveſt 
tm # malignant 'and | corrupt Air, or 
elſe thou art troubled /with-diftillations 
falling dowa from thy Head upor thy 
Tunes, or elfe there is ſome obſtruQion in 
the Veins, or in the Liver, or elſe the 


Vital Spirits are fuffocated, or elſe the 
the . Pulfation of the Arteries is inter- 
cepted,- or oife the Animal: Spiries run 
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back to their Head, and there are either 
frozen to.death, or elſe drowned;,, One 
way or other thou poſteſt to the! end of 
thy ſhort race ; and preſently: thou art 
| but a dead man, carried away to Eternity 
in the turning of an hand,. before thou 
couldſt imagine or think upon'it.. There 
are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to 
his end :. Edo not ſpeak of lingring Deaths, 
before which-there goes ſome warning, 
but of ſudden Deaths that ſummons us, 
arreſt us, and carry us away all in a mo= 
ment, He dies (uddenly rHat dies unpre- 
paredly, Death is nor ſudden, if it be 
furefeen and always expe&ted, That. is 
ſudden death which was unpr:meditated 
and unpremeditated death, is the. worſt 
of all deaths: And from ſuch ſudden 
death, Good Lord, deliver us. It is good 

counſel for every. one, let him be of what 
age he will, for no age is priviledged 
more than another : ' Death: hath a gene« 
ral commiſſion which extends' to all pla 
ces, perſons, ages, there is none ex&mpr; 
It is good counſel then, 1 ſay, for every 
one arall times, andin all places, and-in - 
all companies to expeR death, and to 
think every day, yea, every hour to be:his 
laſt; Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
be ſhall not die ſuddenly, - 7 

+ W . How 
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How many Men have we heard of ; 
whoſe .light hath ſuddenly been pur out; 
and life taken away, either by a fall, or. 
the halter, or poyſon, or ſword; orfire, 
or water, or Lions paws, or Boars tusks, 
or Horſe heels, and a thouſand more ways 
than theſe ! As many Senſes as we have, 
(that number is nothing,) As. many. parts. 
and members as we bave, (and yer that 


is nothing.) As many Pores. as there be in - 


_ all the parts of our Body put together, fo 
many-windows are there for death to creep: 
in at, to ſteal'upon us, and ſuddenly cut 
our throats, Thou waſt born- (ſaith Saint 
rAuguftine ) that is ſure : For thou ſhalt 
furely die. And in this that thy death 44 cer- 


ein, the day alſo of thy death 4 uncertain, . 


None of us knows how near he draws un- 
to his end. TI know not (ſaith Fob, chap. 


J 12, ) how. long I ſhall live, and: how: | 


on my Maker may rake me away; or (as 
our Tranflation hath it) I know net to give 
. flattering titles ; mn fo doing, my Makev- 
would ſoon take me away, In the midſt of 
eur life, we are near untodeath : For we 
always catry it in our boſom , and-who can 
tell, whether be ſhall live till the. evening. 
or no > This murderer and man. ſtealer 


(for fo I call'Death) hath a thouſand ways. 


tohurt us, as by thunder and lightning;. 
Rorms and tempeſt, fire and water, @c:. 


has ——__— 
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Inſtruments of miſchief he hath of all 
ſorts, as Guns, Bows, Arrows, Slings, 
Spears, Darts, Swords, and what not ? 
We need nut be beholding ro former ages 
for examples of- ſudden deaths, AJack ! 
we have too many in our own days, Have 
not we our ſelves known-mavy,- that laying 
themſelves down to fleep, have fallen in 
ſuch a dead fleep, that they are not to be. 
awaked again, 1il] rhey. ſhall hear: the 
ſound of the Trumpet at the laſt dsy > 
Death doth not always ſend his Herajds 
and Summoners before, to tel] us uf his 
coming, but often ſteals upon us unex. 
peed ; and as he finds us, ſo he takes us, 
whether prepared orunprepared. Watch 
therefore ; for-ye know neither the day. noy 
the hour, Matth. 25; 13. There is a kind of 
| Repentance indeed in Hell : But neither 
is it true, neither will it profit any thing 
atall, For it is joyned with everlaſting, 
and tormenting horror and deſpair, Now, 
now is the acceptable time of Repent= 
ance, now whileſt it 4 calicd to day, Heb. 
3. 13. Bring forth thercſore fruits meet for 
repentance, Matth, 3, 8. The night com= 
th when no man can work, Toh. 9.4. Work: 
therefore while it is day. The day, faith 
Origen, is the time of this life z which: 
may ſeem long unto us, but indeed is very 
ſhort , if it be compared with _ 


bb. w.cca 
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And after this ſhort day, of this preſent 
life, there follows the day of Eternity, 
which is infinite long, and hath no nighe 
to come after it, 

O Man, whoſoever thou art; thirk up-- 
on theſe things ; but thou eſpecially, who» 
ſoeyer findeſt-thy-ſelf guilty of. any grie-- 
vous fin, Repent and amend, remember 
 Etxernity,ard think upon the day of Death, 
tc is uncertain in what- place Death will. 
expect thee; do thou therefore expec: 
Death in every place. As the Lord ſhall 
frd-thee when he calls for thee, ſo ſhall 
he alſo paſs ſentence upon thee, . 


THE 


4.2 


a L4G foo Ak 1 ol te Ls be LIES RY 
” 6 ED. 
» , * 
Ee 
W 
: 
. Oo - 


 Fahath ever tou Jakel? ya h 


= wr A - 


"oe 4,77 '1-BrE 76 5 


f! 


AITTTLLIA 


FEY 


{iT y; 
(INI 


al 


To think pon ETERNITIE, 27 not 


to 
| enfarewell 27 to toyn hands w hell, 


Ons 11Anners 1s heav| 


OO ns ——— 


EEE EE ENAMEREEELEL® 
! THE BIGHTH . - . 
CONSIDERATION. 
Ro | Upon 
ETERNITY. 


—_— 


@ 


Gep—_—_—_— 


Mr: ; | 
Now Cbriſtians ought not only to 160k upon 
,the Emblems and Pifures of Eternity,. 
, but come bame and look within them(clyes,, 
and ſeriouſly meditate upon the. thing it* 


| Roth 


Rder requires now, that Jeaving 

the Pſalmiſt, and the reſt, who, 

| haye deſcribed. unto us Eternity, 
we thould deſcend into our ſelves, keepar: 


| heme, and ftay within, He is a great 


way from home, from himſelf, and from. 


| lis own ſalvation, whoſoever hath an eye. 


to that only which -is tranſitory, and fore 
getteth that which is Eternal. biz 
. The Lawyers know well enopgh that 2; 
man will not let go his right and ritle,. 
though ir be but in. a matter of three=. 
$5 pence, if it be a perpetuity, and to-. 
yearly paid for ever, Yea, it is thought. 
e a. 


"8 


agreat Rent, if a Man be bound to. pay, 
though but rhree farthings yearly; to bis 


Land- lord, as long as the World endures, 


In fuch eſteem are perpetuities, though 
In things little worth, though but three 
Pepper-corns, If thou art ſo ſolicitous 
and eager in purſuing. thy right of three-= 
half-pence , how comes it co paſs, 
Man, that thou art fo negligent and care. 
teſs in fecking after the Inheritance of an- 


Eternal Kingdom, which may be had at a_ 


few years purchaſe > Thou falleſt out with' 
thy Brother for thr:ee.half. pence , thou 

oeft to Law with bim, thou'makeſt ita 
- Jong ſuit : In the mean time, thou ſuffer. 
eſt others to carry away the Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, What is the 


reaſon? Is it ſo little worth > Is it not 


worth looking after 2 It ſeems thou thinks/ 
eſt ſo, or elſe thou would Jabor for it more 


. than thou doſt., Thou art much cumbred” 


about other things ; thou thinkeſt all pains 
little enough'; thouart never weary of 
ſeeking after them : Bur as for Eternity, 


that thou thinkeſt ro be a great way off, | 
and therefore thou art ſcarce ever art lei- 
ſure ſo much as once to think upon it ; 
or, if thou art any time at leifure, then- 
thou haſt' no mind to it, O!'Itisa 
grievous thing, and very weariſome to be 
always looking after that which yet gf. 
Pere -. 
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- Bhere cver throughly to be looked into, Who 
+ Yyould trouble his head , and weary his 
'Emind about it? We are all for the preſent, 
Give us preſent poſſc{lion 3 that is the 
thing- we defire, that is the thing we de- 
light -in ; There: is ſome content in 
zhat, Fog bly © | 
See our folly and want of diſcretion, 
What blindnels is this, or rather is it nor 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
Fis, and where it is never to look for it ? 
lo a buſineſs concerning our temporal and 
uncertain riches, we. love to be certain, 
we will have goed ſecurity, which yet, at 
the beſt, is yery uncertain, But concern- 
ing Eternal. and certain .riches, we make 
our ſelves ſo certain, . that we look for .no 
aſſurance; we are fo ſecure, that,we look 
for no.ſecurity , which yer, if. we would, 
we might.have as good as could be deſired, 
Dces any man lend money without a. Bil}, 
ora Bond, or Pledge 2 Every.man bath 
this. preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
certain ; I deſire good ſecuriry z I will 

go ſafely to work z L will not put the mat- 
| ter to hazard. Things preſent and cer- 
tain, when we. hold the balance, alwgys 
weigh. down things future and uncertain. 
Better, ſay we, (as: the. Proverb goes) # 
one Bird in the hand, than two in tbe buſh. 
And, I bad rather ſee aWren in « cage, 
1248 
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than an Eagle in the Clouds, We are'df 
Plantus his mind, we carry our eyes in out 
hands, and belicye no more than we ſes, 
Whar fond and fooliſh Men are we, that 
ſeek for certainty of ſuch things as are 
moſt uncertain , - which deceive us moſt 
when we make our ſelves moſt ſure of 
them, which make themſelyes wings and 


flie away, whileſt we thiok we have them 


faſt enough in our hathds ! But, be jt 
known unto all Chriſtian people , what 
afturance and ſecurity Chrilt, the King of 
Heaven will give : What aflurance, I 
ſay, of lirertal Life, Chriſt will give un. 


roal{ thoſe that will enter Bond tor per«' 


formance of Covenants, If thou wttt en. 
ter into life, keep the Commandments, 
Matth.19, 17. $i vis ad vitam ingredi, ſer= 
wa mandata. The Condition of this Ob 
ligation is ſuch, That if thou keepeſt the 
Commandments, thou ſhalt enter inte 


life, Life Eternal : Bur if thou breakeſt 


the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breakeſt them, then this Obligation ſhall 
be void,. and of none effe&t, For whoſo. 


ever breaketh one of theſe Command« 


ments, and deferreth his repentance, and 
doth not the ſame hour wherein he bath 
fimed, ſeek reconciliation and : peace 
with God, whom he hath offended ;z he 


is in danger to loſe himſelf, and all that 


' he 
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he hath , and manifeſtly hazarderh the 
Eternal Salvation both of Soul and Body. * 
There is but three fingers bredth, or rather 
but an inch lon and death. - For- 
he hath within himſelf the matter of a 
thouſand diſeaſes. and cauſes of death : 
And yetraſh and fooliſh Man, he perſiſt- 
eth and continuerh {till without fear or wit 
inthe late-of damnation z in which ſtate, 
if it ſhould pleaſe God to take him away 
ſuddenly, he is in danger to periſh eyer- 
laftingly. Is it not a bold ' and. fooliſh 
part, for: a Man to adventure all that 
he hath at a caft, and hazard the loſs of 
Eternal Riches, when he may eaſily keep 
them 2 | | 
\ If a Man ſhould ſuffer in Hell bur ſo 
many torments, as: he: hath. lived hours, 
or but ſa many torments as he hath com- 
mitted fins all his life z this might ſeem 
{ſomewhar the more tolerable, If it were 
| fo, that in. Hell there were any end of 
torments, after the expiration of any cer= 
tain number of years, Men would make 
no end of finning, all the days of their 
| life. The enemies of God would increaſe 
every day more and more. For albeit 
they know that 'the torments in Hell are 
ſo many in number, that they cannot be 
numbered ; ſo long for continuance, that 
they cannot be meaſured ; ſo ous 
+ For 
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| for quality,” that they cannot be endared; | . 
| but with ſuch infinite pain, that eve 
minute of an hour ſh3}l ſeem a whole | 
year, -'Notwithanding all this, Men are | 'r 
nothing deterred from fin, but walk on } 
boldly,” or rather run headlong to their 


own deftruQion. = |; 
If all-the-torments rhat can be infli&. [ 

ed or' imagined, ſhould he keaped toge. | 
ther upon the head of a Man for an hun || ,, 
dred years togethex, they would not come | 6 
neer the puniſhments of Hell for one year, [-;, 
no, not for a day, nor yet an hour, Al | 
the puniſhments that Thieves, Robbers, } |, 
Murderers, ' and ſuch MalefaQors ſuffer, | 1, 
though grievous for the time, yet they are || xF 
quickly ended ; in three orfour days they || (1 
are over, or'in'the compaſs of a week | xx 
at 'moſt; but the torments' of the damn» || he 
ed are not for a year, or an age, but up 

./ for ever. God fhal]l ever puniſh them, | ,; 
b becauſe 'he can never puniſh them | yp 
F< enough , though he puniſh them to all de 
| Eternjzy, le: 
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"Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort 

- and eaſe," bi cyen all hope alſo, - 


IN this life we haye Hope for aur com? PY, 
#-forter in all calamities and diſtrefles}, _ | 
which. hath a ſovereign virtue to mitigate —=4 
and aflwage all pains and ſorrows, - And | 
Ged of his great mercy, for the molt parr, 1 
in Madrnicia. ſill leaveth a Man ſome ----—7 
Hope to help and ſuccor.. The fick man as 4 
long as he lives, he till lives in Hope © As 
Jong as there js life, there is Hope, But 
after this life ended, there'remaineth to 
the damned no more any Hope of comfort 
Hope, the laſt comforter of all , raketh 
her flight, and Eternal Deſperation ſeifethh 
upon them. The Propher Daniet ſpeak= 
eth of-an Angel coming down from Hea- 
ven, and ſaying, . Hew the Tree down and 
deftroy it, cut off tier boughs, ſhake off her 
leaves, and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
lezve the ſtump of the Roots thereof in he 
Earth, Dan, 4.23, Upon which words, 
laith S., Ambroſe, The leaues and the fruit 
ere ſhaken off, but the root 4 preſerved; 
that is, Delights here are taken from us; 
and puniſhments are ivfli&ed upon us, but 
Jet Hope is not taken away from us. Bee ' 
ant age 90.9 Nh 


told the day cometh, (crieth the Propher 
Malzchy) thaz ſhall burn them up, ſaith the 
Lord of Hofts, bat it ſhall leave them nej= 


cryeth cut, I am goite, and my Hopeh,; 
. be removed like 4 Tree. Job 19. 10, The 
. Hope, or, The expefation of the wickel 
ſhall-periſh, ſo ſaith Solomon, Prov. 10, 28, 
' Therefore whilelt there is time and place 
for Hope, ; let us have Hope ; bur Jet uy 
Hope for .ſuch things as we ought, ' All 
humane things are vain and uncertain, 
The Heathen Poet tells us fo much in 


theſe Verſes, © 


Onmnis (unt hominum tenuipendentia filo, 
Et ſubzto caſu que valuere ruunt, | 

All humane things hang by a flexder thred 

What pra a, ſirong, #s quickly Pulned, 


; the faithful, great and ritconterueable good 
things. And Hope ſaith, bazh re ferved 
— them, and laid them wer 

rity {aith, in the thizd pl 
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' hold ! The Root is preſerved, Hope is left |} 
behind. In Hell ir hath no rooting, Be. | 


ther root nor branch, And Fob amenting | 


« We muſt not therefore place cur Hope, - | 
truſt, and confidence in fuchthings. Saint , 
\ Bernard ſheweth us a. better way in theſe | 
words, Faith ſaith, God bath prepaved for | 


hee: And Che: - 
ce, I make huftr, 
| and 
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and think it long till T cometothem. True 
©. Hope, as S. Gregory affirmeth, raiſeth up 

the mind to the thought of Ercraity, and 
taketh away the ſenſe of all outward 
crofſes and troubles, True Hope makes us 
to underſtand, that all worldly things are 
yain, but a Modicum, but for a moment... 
But, O that moment, on which all Eter- 
nity doth depend ! The day of death, and 
the hour of the extream and laſt agony, is 
properly that moment, and that precious 
Jewel z for buyirſg whereof, the wiſe Mer. ' 
- chant ſelleth all thar he hath, Burt few 


know the worth of this jewel, About B. * . ©; 


ternal Salvation , ſaith S. Ferome, every 
man is negligent. But what isthe reaſon 
that men are ſo negligent in a thing of 
ſuch great moment >' Poor Men ! We are 
troubled with weak and ill eyes, We ſee - 
well enough near at band , but we can 
ſcarce perceive any thing afar off, Ido 
not ſpeak of ſuch as are come to mans - 
eſtate, or ſuch as are grown old. Boys 
_ and Girls when they are new taken from 
'+ their Cradle, before they have all their 
teeth come forth, learn the firſt elements 


JF - of vices, they ſmutch their fingers pre=- 


FT; ſently with the ſoil of covetouſneſs , 
and after a while, they have an unſa- 


| | tiable defire after getting riches 3 they 


learn to make good markets for them- 
Lo RR 2. ſelves z 
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ſelves; if they meet with a good penny? 


worth, they preſently lay hold upon it, 
their hand is preſently in the purſe, either 
laying our for gain, or receiving in gain., 


they know. how to make the belt uſe and 
advantage of their money; they get an 
inſight into the myſteries of divers trades.z 
they will be talking of merchandiſe z they 


will learn good judgment of Wines z they | 


willtell you what faſhion and cut is inu 


Thi; old Wives teach Boys in their Infancy, 


4 


-" 


f 
Fi . ; %” 
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*beyond-ſea . Fuvenal the Poet in his Sas - 
tyrs, gave thele a laſh long ago. . | 


8 > 
COD , 
? 


' And Girls do learn before their A BG. 
Hence 4rice, . 11 oem” 


Of every vice. - 


© Hence cometh our groſs ignorance, and 


forgetfulneſs of things Brtrnal. Young 


andold,: all do oyervalue their Money 3 


but as. for- Heaven and' Eternity, they. 


know not,. neither will they underſtand 


_thetruc worth of them, Bur let jus pro: 


-ceed, 
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but it 4; alſo a Fountain of all Foy. 


Would fain ask thee , O- Chriſtian 
| | Man, whoſoever thou art that heareit 
 #$ >ocrmons often, but ſeldom, ir may be, 


with attention and devotion ; . thee eſpen 


cially fain would L ask one queſtion, Sup= 
poſe thou ſhould take in hand to Jade out 


all the Water in the Sea; into :a-ſmall - 
River-near adjoy ning, which runneth back. 


| | againinto the Sea coulaneiys as faſt as it 
is calt out, . Suppole thou 


jt out wichal. tell 1 | 
doeit thou think thou ſhculdſt be indraj 


iag of the Sea 2. Ocagain, Suppoſe xl ou I 


ſo;They would like the condition well 


#pou Eternity, © 195, 


þ [3 Eternity "Y Sea,and a three-headed Hydra - 


[ : ſhould ufe no . 
\F other Ladle but a very ſmall Spoon-to calt W_ 
Now tell me, Howleng . 3 
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nor think the time long, fo that they had 
_ any/aſſurance\that at length their torments 
ſhould have an end, and not extend to all 
Eternity, | | 
We read in Heatheniſh Authors of old 


time, a ”g more ſtrange than true, of ' 


2 certain Hydra or Snake, which (as they 
feigned) had three heads, and as ſoon as 
one was cut off, had rwo ſhoot up in the 
place thereof, But if this Hydra be any 
| Where to be found, itis in Hell z where 
there is a threefold Eternity, which like 
the Hydra firetcheth out ber Jong neck 
with three heads, that is, The pain of loſs, 
#he pain of ſenſe, and the warm of con{cicnce 
#has never. dieth, What miſerable and 
tmprovident men are we, that having bur 
a ſhort journey to go, but full of dangers 
all the way, go on notwithſtanding ſo mer- 
rily and ſportingly, as if we were walking 
all che while through Paradiſe, or a mot 
pleaſant Garden, free from all fear of E= 


. nemies; and inthe end of our walk, pre-\ 


ſently to be received,and admitted as Ci- 
tizens into our Heavenly Countrey,a place 
of all ſecurity * For can we be ignorant > 
if we be, it is our own fault. But we can- 
- Hor be jgnorant, that at length we ſhall 
come to the two Gates of Eternity,, . the 
one of the bleſſed, the other of the damn- 
ed: Andenter we muſtat one of them, 


that 
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| Itis not here, it thall be hereafter, Joys 3 


_ manobtaim entrance 2 Knowelt rhou nor 


fuffereth violence ; and the violent take it by 


> Ds FE OE, 
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* that is certain; at which God knows, it 


is according as we ſhall behave aud carry 
our ſelves by the way. 

 Laurentizes Fuſtinianus, wondering at 
the merry madieſs of ſuch travellers , 
breaks forth into this exclamation, O the 
lamentable condition of mortal men, which 
0 0n cxulting all the way, wbileſt they. are 
us exiles, or baniſhed men from thcir own 


Coungrey ! Let us nor fettle our minds up= & 
on any vain joys,and fond toys by the way, —— 2 


whilelt we are trayelling towards our 
Countrey z. but let us ſo-run our race, that 
at the end thereof, we may obtain admit. _ 
tance in at the Gate, whick is rhe entrance 
to Eternal Blefſedneſs. - God hath indeed 
created us rather unto joys-and pleaſures, 
than unto labors-and forrows 5 bur we are 
much miſtaken,both of the time and place: 


are prepared in Heaven ; but none bur 


the good and faithful ſervants ſhall enter 


into them, - And by whar means may a 
what Chrilt ſaid > The Kingdom of Heaven 


force. Matth, It. 12, Think now thus 
with thy elf, Am This violent man + Is - 1" 
this the violence here ſpoken of, «To eat, 
to drink, to riſe up to play, to lie down, to- 
take my ceaſe > Itisnor certainly, Fight 
SINE K 4 __.: 
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we” muſt, but it 'mnſt be: the good fight; ' 
7 like Chriſtian Champions ; Run we muſt, | i, 
 -- butſo, that we may obtain ; Strive we || ! 


mult; bur toencer in ar the ſtrFſe Gare, |} ® 
Labor we'maſt, and offer violenceito the " 
Z Kingdom of Heaven'z but it muſtbein. } ” 
duc tim and place;«Now whileſt we have | | )* 
g "time here, Whileſt we axe on- the way, F 


whileſt we have life and ſtrength , that 


when we come to the point of death, and |} : 
To paſs the Horizon of this World, and de-, | 
part into another, never-to return back * , 
again'; when we ſhall be tranflated/from A 
Timeto Eternity, then atthelait we may | *© 
{.-. Have }oy forour lifepaſt, and hope for that | . 
t.. * , Whichis to come, Letus labor therefore; | 


let us labor, I ſay, andoffer violence to 
; | our ſclyes, fighting againſt" our own. froq | | 
--: ward wills and affeBiogs :' So ſhall we. obs *| 
rain by the mercy of 'God,* everlaſting veſt. 
for {hort labor, and etertal glory tor a few, 
days travel, - | | Wo 
True and ſolid joy is. not here to be. 
// foundin vain delights and pleaſures, but. 
in Heaven, where there is Joy and pleaſure 
for eyermore. © Ged prepared 4 gourd, and - 
anade it come over Jonah,  :that is might bea | 
ſhadow over hz head, to deliver bim from his 
grief. Ffonah 4.6. So Forgh was exceed- 
- Ingglad of thegourd, And whatisall the 
- Pleaſure, of ratbex yapity of this preſent 
RS '*  Werldz, | 
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World > Is itnot like Fongbs gourd flou- 


Hiing for a time, and yielding a comfort= * 


' able ſhadow > Rich Men have their gourd 
a'ſo, that is, their riches, under the ſhadow: 
' whereof they re) yce-with exceeding great 


joy. Drunkards and Glutrons have their | 
'g0:rds alſo, that is, great Tables and de- © 


ficious fare, under-the ſhadow whereof. 
they are merry and. joyful, Voluptucus 
Men alſo have their. gourds too, that is, 
, their unlawful. pleaſu'es, under the ſha. 
dow whereof thcy lie down and ſport 
themſelves, Bur (alas !) ſorrow follows 
after ſuch joy, and ſuddenly overtakes it.- 
Their mirth is ſoon turned into mourning z 


and their delights and pleaſures end in. 


_ gall and bitterneſs, For what became cf. 


Fonahs gourd 2 God prepared a worm when - 


the morning roſe. the next day, and it (mote 


the gourd that it withered, Nowtell me, 


Fonab, where is thy. gourd > What is be- 
} comeof it 2 Where is now thy exceeding 
.. great joy 2 They are both gone together 3 


thy gourd is withered, and thy joy is end. _. 


ed, Suchare our vain. delights and plea- 
ſures, ſuch is our joy, rather ſhadows of 


—— 


things than any thing indeed, they paſs a=. 


way ſuddenly, and become like Fonghs. 


gourd, that ſoon withered, The joy of this 
World js but for a moment, bur the joy.of 
thelife rocome js for all Erernity. 
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CHAP, III. 


Here & declared by a meſt memorable exe : 


ample, How (meet -and precious the taſte 
of Eternijty-k. 


"F" His knew Theedorus very well, one 


born of Chriſtian Parents 5 and, as. 


it ieems, he learned it hetimes, when for. | 


years he was but a youth, but an old man 
for judgment and diſcretion. For on 2 


_ + great feſtival 8ay , kept throughout: all. 


Egypt, there being, a great feaſt at his Fa- 
rhers houſe, and many invited rh-reunto z. 
when ſome were earivg and drinking, 0- 


thers laughing and playing, and. others. 
ſporting and dancing z3 he amidit all theſe. 


Jollizies , retired himſelf to his fnward 


Cloſer, finding himſelf wounded to the: 
heart, bur with a.chaſte arrow. For thus. 


he began to expoſtulate with himſelf, Un- 
bappy Theodore } What would it profit 


thee, if thou ſhouldſt. gain the whole- 


'World > Many things thou haſt:indeed,bur 


- Canſt thou tell how long. thou ſhalt enjoy- 
them >: Thou liveſt in abundance now; - 
pap maiſt feaſt.ir, and make merry.z thou. 


iſt laugh and be far, thou maiſt rejoyce 


and skip for joy, But art thou ſure how:- 


Jeng this ſhall laſt >: I ſhould like ix well, if 
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" it would laft always, Bur what ſhall I do 
Shall L for the enjoying of rheſe ſhort and 
_ tranſitory pleaſures & delights, deprivemy 
ſelf of thoſe joys which are Erernal > Tell 
me, Theodore, is this according to Chriſtt= 
an Religion, _ to frame unto our ſelves an 
Heaven: here-on Exrth, and 1hink to paſs 
from delights to delights, from Temporal 
to-Eternal: Either 1 am munch deceived, 
or elſe Chriſt ſhewed unto as anoiher way 
ynto the Kingdom. of Heaven, and that 
is through mayy tribulations. Therefore: 
have no more to do with worldly vanities, 
but prefer Eternal Joys. before Temporal, 
Thus he ſaid, and tcl! a weeping. So then 
he retired. himſeif into a withdrawing. 
room, and ihere proſtrating himſelf upon 
the Earth, he prayed after this manner. 
Eternal God', my bcart #4 naked and open 
' before thee,. T ſend up my frghs as humble 


Orators and Petitioners.unto thee i: T kno 


not what to ask, nor how, Only. this onc thing 
| Theg at thy hands, that thou wilt not ſuffer- | 
" mc to die an Eternal Death.. Lord, thou: 
knoweſt that I love thee, and:that I deſſre to- 
be withthce, that Imay-fing Eternal praiſes: 
unto thee. Lord have mercy upon me. Whilelt 
' he was thus praying; in comes hjs. Mother, 
on a ſudden, and prefently perceiverh by: 
the redneſs and moiſtneſs of his eyes, thag 
ke had beena weeping 3. and cas x55 of 
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ſaicrh, My-$Son, What k the mattcy with-, 
thee ? Why weepeſt thou? . Why mourneſt.. |} # 
thou 2 Why keepcſt thou out of fight to day 2... | Iſþ 
Why doſt thou not come to the Table? The. I. ſt 


reſt are all theres Thy company & deſired; | mic 
Come 4way. -But Theodore anſwered, -and Eu 
ſaid,” I pray yor. good Mother, have me ex+ ing 
cuſed : 1 find my ſclf ſomewhat ill as flomach, |} #4 
' I pray you do not urge me to. cat or drink,” up 
agdin(my;flomach, So with a fairand |} th 
colourallt pretence he ſent away hi> Mo. - - ut 
ther. Then bei: g alone, he conferred with | 7 
God and bimlicif about, Etcrxity,, and 4 
fritly examined all the courſe of bis life, b1 
Taying nnrto himſelf, What amT? or, Whas || © 
bave I been? How hath it becn with me ( 
berezofore ? or, How ſhall it be with me :F 
hereafter, if I loſe my part and fellowſhid in. 
the King dom of Heaven and Bleſſed Eter- | 
c- nay 2 .There are divers ways to Heaven :.. 
"M Some. go one way, ſome another ; it is no . 
E muttcr which wiy.we go, ſo we come thither, 


But becauſe all ways are not alike.neither are 
al natures alike, cuery man ought to chuſe 
bat way which & moſt convenicns. There is 
 *. * & ſhort way, and along ; a ſafe way, and 4 
dangerouw.1f then T be afraid u0 go 4 long and © 
dangerous way , there 4; 4 ſhorter and a ſafer, . 
which if I ſhall chuſe, without all doubt, I 
fhall have the Angels for my companions and, - 
 comfarters, and they will alſo rejoyce, 


Well, 
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. Well; Theodore, deſer 4 while; but not-- 
yoo long, and do not yicld too much, T hope.. 
T ſhall one day grow a ſtrong, man, and then-. 
T. ſhall be better able 16 deal with mine enc- 
mes, for T ſhall find thoſe that are ſtrong :. . 

Pus what if they be eafie, flattering, fawn= 

ing, and ſuch as will even weep for me? The _-: 

| truth 55, I am moſt afraid of ſuch. But pluck .. 
up 4 good heart, man, and though by nature. . 

. thou art flexible and eaſily moved, .yet pray _ 
unto Chriſt, and he will make thee ftrong and - 
immovable, > But what if thy Mother falls 
4 weeping, beſeecheth th:e with ber tears 
trick ing down her checks ? What if ſhe bangs 
about thy neck, and deſires thee to ſpare thy. 

(elf > hat if ſhe ſhews thee her breaſts which þ 

' gave thee ſuck ? Will not all theſe move 
thee ? Herc remember what $t. Jerome 
(aith, Nowithſtanding all theſe importuni- 
tics, run. with ſpecd unto the Standard of - 
Chriſts Croſs. It $4 virtne and praiſe wor- 
tby to be cruel inſuch a caſe as this. It hs - 4 
the portion and inheritance of thy Mother tha, 
Church, to ftand undey the Coup of Cbriſts'' :* - B 
So did Mary, the Mother of Chriſt , and (o 'Y 
muſt thou, if thou wilt have God thy Farhef* .. .- 
in Heaven ; and the Church, thy Mother, on -.- 
Earth : And ſothouwilt do, iſ thou bceſts 
true fon and no_ baſtard, But muſt Taoit , 
now in my youth, in the flower of mine age? 
that 4 bard : $0 ith, judeed, 0 fleſh and 

DE Ro , 
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blood, But experience teacheth it, thas Gol 
4 not well plea ed with late ſervice ; for laie 
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ſervices are ſeldom good, Thereforc they ds. 
well, that beg. to ſerve God berimes, that 


 ſech him early, andthat remember him in the 


days of thcir youth, and learn to ſubmit their 
tender necks unto the yoke of Chrift. But[ 


have been brought up tenderly, I bave been. | 


fed with dainties ; and ſhall I now enter up. 
ons ſtri and rigid courſe of life, and bid 


FRe.. 


adicu to ail my pleaſures? Shall T be able 


endureis? Thope 1 fhall. Bat, how long 


For 4 year or two? That is not enough :. I- 


muſt go further, and continuc to the end,cven 
as long as I live, Therefore weigh and con- 
fider the matter well with thy ſclf, bufere 


thou reſolveft ; and- either never begin, or 
el{e continue 80 the end. I will by. Gods aſſiſt. 


ance ; for I hope he will not leave me alone 
zo ftrive with theſe 7ificulties, which of my 
(#If T ſhall not be able to overcome. But it 
% 4 bard matter 0 ftrive againſt cuſtome. [ 
bave bitherto lived like «'Nobleman, anda 
Freeman; and ſhall I now live like a-Poor- 
man, and 4 Slave? or, If I do, bow long 
ſhall 1 Live ſo? If I put on the Poor-mans 
perſon, and ad inthe Theatre of this World, 
when. ſhall I put it off: ? »At the end of the 


left A#. And how far it thubcr ? 4s 


4 it tothe laſt breath. Thy part i; n:t 


wy 


Es 


d. tjll thou art-t0 depart out of thi; liſe. 
WS. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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Ff thou- once comeſt forth in the Poor- mans. 
dreſs, there 4 no purting it off again: Thou: 
muſt not once think of thy Sikhs, Satrens,and: 
yelvets, Purple and F ine- linnen thou muſt: 
not wear, until thou beeſt cloathed with the. 
Robe of- Immortality and Glory. 

Theodore, What thinkeft thou ? &halt- 
thou be able ro hold out-10 the laſt Adt ?. I will. 
ſtrrvc what 1 can, and comfort my ſelf by the 
cxamplc of. other. good Aﬀors that have gone 
before me. And whom ſhould I chuſe rather 
ro follow and imitate than Chriſt, the Son of. 
God, who voluntarily. became poor, and mage 
bim{clf of no reputation, bumbling bimſelf- 
above meaſure,to do and ſuffer like a ſervant, 
being Lord of all? eAnd ſhall not TI doand. 
ſuffer any thing aſter his example? Shall 
not I take up the Cro(s and follow him ? Am, 
] better than-be >- Why. ſhould1 be afraid to 
fokow, when I have (uch 4 Leader > For 


"who i it ? Who bids me follow bim ?. it the. 


voice of. Man that T hear ; but it 4.1he Will: 


. of God, whom I ought to obey, becauſe he- 


commands. But this # too bigh a pomt of 
Philoſophy, for 4 man- to ſorſake his ricbes, 
end ro.embrace poverty, And what wilt thou. 
oy, Theodore 2- Reſolve with thy ſelf abat- 
£0 40. - 

Why do I thus long doubt , and diſpute 
within my ff ? do T waver thus be= - 
pmcen bope and fear? Have I not —_ 
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well bent to poverty, ſo patient in labors, and . 
Y 


- Lord and Saviour will bave metobe? I am ; 


-  -Cold, ndkedne(s, poverty, and ſuchlike. I: \ 


| wel all he World, and the things that are in 


of. my Lord before mine eyes > Did not hg _ 
ſuffer many things not 10 be uttered > Was not - whe 
be nailed tothe Groſs, and deſpitefully uſed. thin 
He for (00k bis beavenly Treaſures, and came | whe 
poor into this World. His birth, life, and: | M" 
death fhew it.. At his birth he wanted a Cra- 
Ale; in his life be had not where to hide hg... 50 
Head ;, and athis death he had not where.. . Bi 
withal to cover bh Body. Naked.came-be _ k 
mno thu World, andnaked be w:nt out, How q 


ws it with him in hi life> He was fainto . | . 
flee from one place to another, He was often , | y 
wearied with travel, ſcorched with heat, and © d 
dry for thirſt. He was as jndefatigable in - } © 
doing, as be was patient in (uffering, and 


- both in an bigh degree. Was ever any one ſo 


ſogentle and milde when he was reproached Q 
And ſhould I be aſhamed of ſuch a Leader? - 
Should I bluſh to be called one of hi ſollow- 
ers? Shall not T be cantens to be ſuch as my. 


ready, for love of him, to ſuffer hunger,thirſt, 


am willing, for bi ſake, to be bound, burnt, 
and cut mpieces, Theſe ſufferings are but 
ſhort , they cannot continue long. But the 
Joys or torments of Ezernity are long indeed ; 
For they ſhall never have end. Therefore fare- 


\@®z T.care nos for you , Iregard you not; 
wa ' Fartnel,, 


1 


Farewel, I (ay 3 but: welcome, Eternity, 
whenſocver thou comeſt : 'T hou art the only 
thing that T ſcck after 3 my Soul longeth after 
thie; there 4 nothing that I deſire in come 
Jariſonof thee. - $343 34d 97 

With the heat of ſuch. Cogitations his 
Soul was ſo ſet on fire, that it was infla- 
med wich the love of - Eternity, which the 
Blefſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven, Therefore 
he reſolved to take leave of his Parents, 
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to forſake his riches, and- bid adicu to his . 


ang 2 for ever "He did not reſolve haſti- 
ut continued in his. reſoJution cons 
ftantly, He was rot ſaon hot, and ſoon 


cold ; he was not altered allon the ſud- . 
den ; he did not paſs from.one extream to. . 
another ;. he did. not {trive for the highelk _ 


picch at the firſt, .but . roſe up by degrees, 
and:became.one of .Pachonius his'Scholars; 
 You'have heard the Prologue.; butthere 


fallows no Tragedy after itz For, contrary . 
to the Law of a Tragedy, we have a for- 


rowfu] beginning, bur a joyful endivg. He 


came forth with a Lacrymg, but went off - 
with a Plaudite ;. Art his Intrat, there was . 


weeping for grief; but at his Exit, there 
' was clapping of hands for joy, Thus haye 


ye heard ihe life 'and death of Theodorus,; . 


whoſe Soul fed, as it were, upon thoughts 


of Eternity,” and was delighted therewith 


as with marrow and fatnels, He was not 


aw -- 


of 


+X 


+ - 


of the Worlds mind, which coumathE;. 
gernity but a fable ; bur refuſed not him. 


£ ſelf to become a table and a by word jy ud 

b the World, being perfſwaded fully of 4 Ne 

; Bleſſed Eternity , and earneltly deſiring. thi 
and thiriting ro have a part in it, 


Chrittian Brethren, ſhajl I ſpeak a free. and 
word, but 2true? or, not I, but Theods. om 
7x4.. Molt men live ſo, as if there were 
no ſuch thing as Eternity, as if it were but 
a meer ſable and feigned thing, But whay Gat 
doI tell you of Theodorus 7 Will y: u hear F 
what S, Peter {aith > The day of the Lork th 
will come as 4 thief in the night, in the which | ' 
#he Heavens ſhall paſs away. wits 4 gel kit 
miſe, and the Elements ſhall mcl: with fer. | | 
went beat, thc Earth alſo and he works tha || 3 
are therein, ſhall. be burnt up. Seeing they 3 
that alt the(e things ſhall be difſolved, what 
manner of men ouzhe we to be in all holy | | 
eonver ſation and godlineſs? 2 Pet.3, 10, | 
But where are thoſe m-n now a-days, by '} 
whoſe holy converſation and godlinels a 
man may judge 1hat they belicve S, Peter, 
that the day of the Lord is coming, and 
that Eternity ſhall follow after 2 But if 
you will nt believe S, Peter, heai what 
Truth ir ſelf ſaith, Wide the gate, and 
broad i the way that leadcth to deſiruffion, 
and many there be which go in thercat. Mas. 
7.13.Certaiuly men.would not goin at the 

_ broad 
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Jog 2 
'fairh! how vain is thetr hope ! how cold is. 
their defire !. Preſent pleaſures, money in 


_negleQed them. Go to now, O ye ſons of. 


they ſhould come out no more, if they did 
once dream of Eternity. Bur, as I ſaid be= 
fore, moſt men make Eternity bur a feigned 


| thing,a witty invention to keep men in aw, 


and a good honeſt fable. And yet how ma- 


{ oy areapttoſay, We believe that there is 


a Bleſſed Eternity after this life, we hope to 
have pu init, we have a deſire and long- 
cer it ! But (alas ?) how little is their 


the hand, the allurements of rhe fleſh teal 


|| away the hearts of many, and by little and: 


lietle, make the defire and love of Eternity 
grow quite cold in them, as if they had 


drowned and buried it in the grave of obli- 


on, We hear it often read and preached; 
Thus faith the Lord, Thk is the Commandment + 


1 o the Lord : And asoften as we hear it,we 
i 


llnegle&ir. Say the Lord what he will, 


command what he wi'l, our old way pleaf.. 


eth us b-ft, We will walk after our own de. 
vices and we wil every one do the imagination 
of hi evil heart, Th:refore thus [aith the Lord, 
Ah ye now amengft the Heathen, who bath 
beard (uch horrible things ? Fer. 18, 12, 13, 


Had the people which knew no God, bur 


known theſe ſecrets of Eternity, certain- 
ly they never would have contemned and 


mens. 
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F'opive 
men, becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, T | thin 
have ſtretched out my bands, and no man re | wor 
garded, I will alſo laugh at your calamity, | it, ' 
T will moch when your fear cometh ; when. will 
your ſear cometh as de(olation, - and your de« JF'it. 

ftru&jon cometh as 4a whirlwind ; when | the 


. diftreſs and anzuiſh cometh upon you, Prov, * pa! 


I, 24, 25,327. When Eternity ſhill ſuddens. F it 
ly overtake you, If Dzath ſeiſe upon yeu Þ pe: 
inthis miſc:1able Rate and condition, there. be 
is then no hope of mercy : The Gate is, Þ Tl 
preſently. ſhut, there is no opening of it's |} 
The fentence- of condemnation is paſt } } 


fed into everlaſting fire , prepared' for th6- 
Devil and bis Angels. Matth.25.41. 

- Watch therefore,good Chriftians,watchy . | -; 
I ſay. The Judge Rtandsat the Gate. Thar } 
may happen in a minute, that-you may be - 


ſorry for, for allErernity. Anthony the Great) 


in a certain Sermon which he made to the _ 


rl. 
77 
fo 
' there is no repealing of it. * Depart ye cur- || a 
N 
© 
( 
t 
\ 

l 
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people, ſpake thus-unto them, Dearly be- 


loved Brethren, in matters of this life we 
have 4 care to make good bargains, we wilt Y- 
be ſure to bave 4 pennyworth for a penny. I |} 


Jay out, for inſtance, ſo much money, and 


I have the worth of itin wares; I giveſo _ 
many crowns, and I have ſo many buſhels _. 
of Wheat, ſo many pounds, and I have 
ſo many-quarters of Majt, But we are not : 
ſq wile in Heavenly mattersz we will nob . 


givg - : 
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*pive things Temporal, in exchange for 


things Eternal, | Eterns1 life isa thing not 


Þ worth looking after, we much underyaJue 
| it, we wll ſcarce give any thing for it, we 

:will not take any pains or Jabor to obtain 
J'it. And yet what is ourlabor, ſuppoſe 
*F the greateſt we can undergo ? If it be come 
' pared unto Life Eternal the reward of ir, 
It will not amount to ſo much as one half. 


penny, in reſpe& and reference toa Mil- 


Hon of Gold. For what ſaith the Pſalmiſt ? 


the days of our life are threeſcore years. and 
tenz and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be 


fourſcore years, Jets ere rene, laboy 


and ſorrow, Pſal,go, 10, But ſippole a 
Man ſhould live an hundred years, to ſpeak 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 


\'God 'zealouſly and faithfully, were it not 
' time well ſpent to gain Eternity ? were not 


the labor well beſtowed to purchaſe a 


. 4 Kingdom 2 I do not mean a Kingdom 'to 
4 continue for an hundred years only, but 


throughout all ages z not an Farthly King= 


dom,bur the Kingdom of Heaven, There2 
' fore, Chriſtian Brethren, be not puffed up - 
with vain. glory, be nor ambitious after 
worldly honor , be not' wearied out with 


weldoing, be not caſt down with afiQi- 


-ons, donot fink under the burden of 'the 


8 Croſs, but bear it patiently and chearful- 


ly, Rejoycing, with the Apoltles, that ye 
3Z RE PO? 20179 OF ION 
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are counted worthy to ſuffer, Rom.5.3, Fo 


T reckon, faith S, Paul, that the ſufferings 
of thi preſent time are not worthy to be com. 


parel with the glory which ſhall be revealed 


in us, Rom, $8.18, Let no Man whenhe. 


hath forſaken the World,think that he hath 


forſaken any great matter, For what iz. 
Earth in compariſon of Heaven 2? It js but 


a Centreto the Circle, a Minute to Etcy. 


nity, a Drop to the Sea, anda Grain of 


Duſt to the Dry Land, What are our 
riches > Fading and uncertain moveables; 
We are ſoon taken from them, or they from 


us. Though with much ado we keep them 
as long as we live, yet whether we will ot 


no, we mult part with them when we die 


we cannot carry them to our Graves, Why 


do.we not then make a vertue of neceſlity? 
Why do we not willingly part with them, 


whileſt they are ours, ſeeing that ſhortly 


we muſt part with them, wherher we will 
or. not, 'when Death attacheth us for 3 
debt due to Nature, and 'then they can be 
' no longer ours > Why do we not lay them 
Out like good Merchants for the Margarite 
or precious Pearl of Eternal Jife > Thus 
ſweetly goes on Azhanaſius : But I muſt 
leave him, .and draw to a concluſion. 


Pachonius was wont, whenloever he'felt 


any unlawful thoughts or defires ariſe in 


bis mind, to drive them away with the re- _ 


membrance 


", 
Ys 
” 


; pon Erermoty. - 2 I 3 
membrance' of Eternity 3. and if at a 
time he perceived them torebel again, he. 
| {till repelled them. by meditating (eriouſly 
4 [upon Eternity, the Etervial punithments of 
e | the damned, the torments without end, 
h F the fire that Yever goes out, and the worm 
$ | thatinever dieth. And here I will conclude 
tf this Conſideration with the Exhortation 
- | of the ſame Pachonivs, Before all things, 
_fairh/he, et tu every day think upon the laff 
| 
| 


tay, let us in time remember Eternity ;, let 
' ws every minute we bave to tive, (olive, as 
if welived in fear of Everlaſting Torments 3 
that ſo by the Mercy of God in'Feſus Gifs 
we miy for ever [tſcape them. F 
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Tonk NINTH 
©} CONSIDERATION 
\. | Upon | 
ETERNITY. 
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- The firſt Concluſion; 


| O. Man living is. able in word tg 
S _ expreſs , or- in. thought to cone - 
| ceive 'the- infinite; ſpace of Fer. - 
nity, Between a true Man, andapainted. 
Man, true fire and painted: fare, there iz 
great deal of differences and yet theſe 
are ini ſome kind one like unto another! 
$ But between our common fire andthe fire 
_ of” Hell, betweea'the ſorrows of this lite © / 
and the; pains of Hel, 'there is. nocomy. - 

pariſon, no proportion at all;. For this: 


, 

; 

* BH - $7: ” , : 
: * ? : A $ 4 _ þ 

7 ; 4 

0 "BB, (4 : , _ o Fi 
$i Los. > . » . bs © 1 v7 ” 2 % 
"OV > CFR.” bo” "ry * 1 > "+4 
% © 7 AN t % 4h] 2 
% oy. a 4. : by - » 


*be & caſt ſorth as-4 branch, . and # withered, 


. and men gather them, and caſt them into the | 
fee, and they-are burned, Fobn 15.6, In. | 
theſe words is Eternity briefly and plainly 


deſcribed : For mark the words well ; they 


-run not in the-future, -He-ſhall be caft forth, 
and ſhall wither, and men ſhall gather them, . 


and ſhall caft them into the fire, and they 
ſhall be burned ;_I {ay they run nor in the 


- 


* ' 216 The ninth Conſideration Þ 
2 Vinebranch , if 4 man abide not in meg | 


ſuture, but all in the preſent tenſe, He # | 


caſt forth and withered, and men gather them 


nd caft them into the fire, and they are burn. 
ied, They are burned. This is the ſtate and 
condition ofthe damned, They are burned, 


-that is, always burning. When a thouſand 


ears are-paſt and gone, as it: was in the / 
p ill, They are burned; 
And when a thouſand and. a thouſand | - 


infing, ſo it is 


More yet are gone, asit was, ſo it is, They 
are burned. And if after certain millions 


of years the queſtion be asked, . What is 


now'the ſtare and condition of the damn- 


£d:>: What do they > Whar- ſuffer they 2 


How fares it with them > There can beno | 


other anſwer made but this, They-are burn- 


ed, ſtil burning, continually, inutterably., 
Eterndlly, i from one age to another, even 


| Yor everand ever, Upon this:place excel. | 
] 
two mult needs be tlic condition of the'] - 


lently ſaith St. «Auguſtine, "One: of theſe 


Vine- 


| BAG .*» <t 


PR 


<=# 


| _ #pont Eternity... 
' - Vinebranch, either it muſt abide in the . 

Vine, ot elſe be-caſt ifito the fire 3 if nor 
- In the Vine, then certainly in the fire, Bur 
that it may not becaſt intothe fire, tet it 
. fill abide in the Vine, 


The ſecond Concluſzon, 


'TF thoſe men which do til] continue 'itn 
J their fins, did but know how near they 
- are unto Eternity ,. and everlaſting tor- 
ments z if they did conſider well with them- 
ſelves, how that God in a moment, in a 
breath, in the twinkling of an eye ( a&we 
ſpeak 2 may ſuddenly take them away in _ 
their fins, and deliver them up, unto de; 
then ſurely, if they had it , they would 
give all Sparn, all the treaſures of Afis, 


| all the yold of India, yea all the world to 


| gainthe whole world, and loſe 


obtain but one hour to confeſs their fins , 
'to repent them of the ſame, and to as- 
God pardon and forgiveneſs : They would 
not, .certainly. they would not \, itill bug 
and-embrace. their fins, they would nor 
every day multiply them'as oO 
-would not 'odg them every night in tht 
boſom,and ly ſnorting in them. afarth. 161 
27, For what 4 4 man. profited, if be (hall 

| ſe blown ſout'? 
Though thou loſeft. every thing ee in tlie 


a world, yer, Gn. haye, C1] care to ke T7 
wth oby . L'z 11 TFT At 
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213 The ninth Conſideration | 
thy ſoul. It were,needleſs here'to reckon 
up a.Catalogue of the Martyrs of Chriſtin 
all ages, . There are whole books of them 
In great volumes : they are recorded 'to -} 
all-poſterity, and their names ſhall be had 
in everlaſting remembrance. But the 
| tap honor that we can do them is to | 
_ follow their good example, to learn of 
. them Chriſtian fortitude and magnanimi- 
ty, tofear God more than man , Man, 
io, 28, God which is able to deſtroy both 
body and ſoul in Hell, rather than man which 
' 6an only kill the boly, but Js not able to kill 
.#he ſoul; to love God more than all the 
. Wgrld; to be willing to part with all for 
Criſt, .to.loſe all to ſave our ſouls, and. 
gain Eternity. 1 will conclude here with 
[that excellent exhortation of St, Auguſtin; | 
Whar then ſha)l.we do, brethren > What? 
*Whar elſe but whileſt we'baye time amend | 
,our lives, where we have done amiſs. doſo «| 
.no more; . become new men : That what 
is threatned and ſhall certainly come upon 


E- _ wicked: and ungodly men, may not fall - 


, us 3: not becaufe we ſhall not be, but 
becauſe.we ſhall not be like unto them : 
Whatſoever is written in tbe Scripture, is 
. written for our learning, it is the yoice of 

God, Obſerve and make gvod uſe of # 

| what you fead : Whatfſoever we ſuffer in 

£bis life is but the gentle rod of our moſt 

- mer= 


de 
= | 


as his dear children, that we be not tor- 
mented. with th? damned hereafter. Why, 


|. then dothe light afliQions of this life ſeem. 


' fo grievous. onto us > Why. do we even 
tremble, and quake for fear, when we do- 
but hear of them? The moft grievous ſut- 
ferings of this life, if we judge aright of * 
them, in compariſon of- crerfabing fire ,. 
Ke very ſmall, yea indeed none arall,. 


= The. third Concluſpon. 


. Mongſt Chriſtians , God knoweth ;. 
A there are a great many, thar either 
believe there is neither Heaven nor Hell, 
or elſe if they did truly believe it, they. 
would icertainly live. otherwiſe than they 
do, As concerning ſuch men, the queſtion. 


may be very fitly asked, Luke 18. 8. When- , 


the Son of man cometh , ſhall be find faith- 


upon the ear:h? Some there are that would - 
fain be thought to be true Believers , They, 
confels it indeed with their. mouths, bur. * 


upon Eternity, 219. © 
FF merciful Father, who correReth us here ,. 


diſſemble with . their double hearts; If: 
their words may be believed, they may go. 


for true Believers; but if their lives be ex-. 


amined, they may be thought to be no-- - 
beter than Infidels, They never think.up-.- 


on Eternity,. or very ſeldom ; .and: wherys- 


I 


they do, they do but EA upon it andthere. 


% 
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is all z it 38 gone in a thought they nevet 


weigh well with themſelves what ic is, rhey; 1} 


never ſerjioufly meditate upon it, they ne» 
ver rouſe their underſtanding to be intent 
uponir, they never. bend their. wills. and 


affe&ions to ſeek after it, they never im=._ 


print it in their deep cogitations that ſo. 
they may remember it, They ſcarce bes 
gin to think upon it, but their minds are- 
preſently- fomewhere elfe,, their thoughts 
g0a wandring, their imagination is wou 
ing upon ſomewhat elſe, - And if at any. 
time 'ſome ſparks of devotion and godly 
defires ariſe in their hearts, they are pre- 
fently quenched and choaked with cares of- 
this world, with multitude of buſineſs, 
with profits or pleaſures, and ſuch: like, 

And thus miferable mep they ſtop their. 
ears, and-cloſe their eyes., and without. 
fear or underſtanding they run hoodwinke. 
in the way that Jeadeth to Ercrnal death, 
Is ts obſerved by the holy Fathers of the. 
Glutton- in the Goſpel, that he never lifr- 
ed up his eyes till he was in torments ;. 
All his life long they were ſhut. againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlineſs : He opened- 
them not till he was in Hell, when it was. 
too late, And it is no marvel that ſo 
many men run blindtold to the houſe of- 
Aaughter, and Eternal ſorrow.: For the 


way is very broad and pleaſant, ſmooth 


and 


” 220 The ninth Conſideration | 
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and plain, a mancan hardly go out of its; J 
. there- is no fear of loſing himſelf till be. 
comes to _the end thereof? Then he ſhall: 
perceive.that all the while he- was travels: 
ling, he: was quite-out- of the right way 2: 
then I ſay, when there js no returning back 
again, | Many would like this way well ,. 
if there were noend thereof; For,though: 

| it rids merrily., is ends. miſcrably. : and. 
therefore they, do. wiſely, that leave the: 
great road”, and travel on in the rough 
| way. that chooſe. rather-'to. go: through 
 briers- and thorns unto an Eternal: Pard= 
diſe;, than through a pleaſant Peradiſe to 
an Eternal: Priſen 3 that reſolve with + 
themſelves to break through all difheul-- 
ties ; counting it better to go on weeping 
and mourning in the narrow way of. falya-, 
tion, 'rather than laughing and rejeycing. - ©- 
in the broad way of deftrution,.  Molit true 

it is which Fob ſpeaketh, eAs the cloud þ. 
conſumed , and vaniſhed away; ſo be thas : 
goeth down 10 the gravc, ſhall come up no- E 
more :. He ſhall return no more to hi; bouſe , 
neither ſhall hi place know. him: any .more, 


Job: 5. 9. 
The fourth Concluſion, 
Hoſoeyer uſeth to deſcend into 2 


deep and ſerious confideration of 
L4 _____ Eter«. 


agp 

_ 
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22. The ninth Conſideration. | 
© Breenivy., be will be ſo far from living li= | 
centiouſly and wantonly , that you thall 


hardly ever ſee him laughing heartily, It 
hath been obſerved- of.as many as have 


been raiſed from the dead, and turned a- , 
gain untolife, thar.they were ſcarce ever. 
{een to laugh at all; In particular it hath. 


been obſerved. of Layarus. of Bethany , 


whom Chrift loved; He and-they, 'as ma, 
ny” as have been raifed from the dead, 
might truly ſay with the Preacher, T feid- 
of whter, It 5 mad; and of mirth;, What 
- - dorb4t2: Ecclef, 2. 2, Not without cauſe 


3n this doth Cyril of Alexandria confeſs 


| bimſelf.co be fearfal 3 For he ſaith thus ; 
Fam afraidof Hell and the puniſkments' 
' thereof, becauſe they have ng end; I am 
afraid of the deyouring worm, becauſe it. 
never dieth, O that they. were wiſe, that. 
chey, underſtood this, that they would confider 


their latter end ! Deut. 32. 19, Whoſoever 
&s not bettered by the conſideration of E- 


ternity, (I dare boldly ſay, and-think E 
may ſay it truly”) either he hath. no faith 


at all; or if he hath any faith, he bath- no 


heart at all ; or at the beſt it is but an heart. 


that is dead and without all ſenſe, It was 
the witty ſaying of a learned man, That 


marriage was a ſhort and a ſweet ſong,bur 


that it had-a doleful cloſe.: So we may. 


| Moſttruly ſay.of all the pleaſures that ”> 
"- rake. 
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 apon Eteypity. 6 224: 
take in fin, that it-is'a ſhort anda merry. 
ſong, but ir:ends in mourning and lamen< 
tation; or rather itis a ſong ſhort for time, . 
and ſweet for tune as long as it Jaſteth z for; 
| itruns much upon quavers,. and .ſeytiqua-/ 
vers of mirth: and jubilation. But the time. -. 
ſuddenly changeth, and rhe tunes altered z.. 
for there follows withour any reſf.the 1ar- 
ges and longs of ſorrow and lawentation ;; . 
which cannot be .meaſured by any time. - 

For the torments of Hell are Eternal, Ob _ - 
Eternity, Eternity, Eternity ! ? 


The fifth Concluſson, 


T 7 Henſoever we ſpeak of Ezernity; we : 
7 ſpeak always with the leaſts bur-: | 
we-can never ſpeakito much of it. « Whats -. 
ſoever is ſaid-comes ſhort of ir, -No words - 
can utter it , no figures can.number it, ne » 
tine can.meaſure it, For Eternity is of this - 
nature ; take-from 4t what you wilk,-it is 5 
Rill the ſame. Ir is neither increaſed by - 
addition, -nor diminiſhed. by. ſubſtraQion. . _ 
Suppoſe there were ſubitrated from. it {a » 
many-years as there are ſtars inthe-firmas - 
ment, drops in the ſea, ſands onaht& ſhore, ,, 
leaves on the trees; graſs inthe fields,moves » 
inthe Sun, -duſt on -the-earth «What -rey-- 
| mains? As muck as therewas:before whe” 

| -Subftraitjon,. Reppeſs there were ſa many 7 
I "oh 4 > p 
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22 The nimh Conſuleration . 
years added to ir : What then is the Reſult? . 
The ſame that it was before the Addztion., 
The total ſum is neither more nor leſs,than.. 
what it was, that is, Eternity. 

As long as Gadis, ſo long ſhall the dam= 
ned be tormented, This we have ſhadow-: 
| Ed out before by ſome fimilitudes and re-. 
-  -Tfemblances, unto which we will add one. 
 - more out of Bongventure,. If one of the. 
damned, ſaith he, ſhould weep after this. 
manner , that he ſhauld Jet fall bur one 
tear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears. 
ſhould be kept together ſo many hundred . 
yeats till they would equal the drops of the 
fea: Alas! Alas! (Not to ſpeak of the 
fea )\ How many. millions of years muſt 
needs paſs before they can make one little 
river | or if. they ſhquld at length make a. 
d whole ſea of .water ; yet even then it 
2 pri. oh truly be ſaid, Now, Eternity begin... 
Ret,” Andif he ſhould weep again atter- 

the ſame manner till he made another ſea; 

et then alſo it. might be ſaid again as tru- 
= yas before, Now Eternity beginneth : and- 
= fo on forwards for ever,, Let no man once. 

+  doubr of the truth hereof for between 
-- -- Matwhich is finite and that/which is.infi- 
>.” - Hifethereisno proportion, Bur this ſeems... 
+; Wonderful and range unto us, becauſe: 
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7 _bt.iniagination cannot conceive it : Ir 


upon Eternity. © 225 © 
mote ; It cannot penetrate into that which,* 
is infinite, for that is impenetrable. And . 
this is the reaſon that our underſtanding is 
ſo hardly drawn tothe fderation of rs 
ternity ; becauſe irbluſherh in a ſort, afd 
is aſhamed, orelfe for indignation canngt 
endure to tire it (elf in the ſearch of that 
which cannot be found-out, But Jet us put 
away this foo!iſh. and ſhameful modeſty , . 
and let us-force our underſtanding to the 
due and ſerious contemplation of Eternity, . 
and letit be our daily exerciſe to be till : 
meditating upon ſuch fimilitudes as may - 
in ſome ſorr ſhadow it our, and repreſent - 
it- unto us. :.. And ſo ſhall we never do a- 
miſs. - Say what we can, think whar we - 
will, imagine ſo many millions of millions - 
of years as it is pſible for the mind of - 
man to concetve,.we ſhall ſtill come ſhort « 
of the meaſure. and length of Eternity : : 
The years of Eternity are more, fr more 
yea infinitely more, This is certain, and. 
without all controverſie, - © 
The Prophet Danict fignifieth the in- A 
compreherfible dimenſion and length of * 2 
Eternity. in theſe werds; Thcy 2þ43 be. wiſe: * 
ſhall hine as the brightneſs of the firmamens, * 2 
and they that turn many:to righteouſneſs, ag. — * 
the ftars for ever andiever. Dan.,13.3, Mark  _ 
theſe words, . For ever. and ever,. "As..if he 
thauld have ſaid., No words are Iwllicient : 
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to expreſs the nature of Efernity, It is, 
for ever and ever ; Here is all thatI can,, 
ſazof it : Though more might be ſaid in. 
reſpe& of its owngnature, yet I arn not.. 
able to ſay more,  Qbſerve his »Auxcſss ; * * 
or his 412mentation of it by multiplication : 
For ever,” that-is, for Eternity : But he 
thinkerh thar not ſufficient, and therefore 
he doubles it, andever.. Andyet in the _ 
Latin it is exprefſed more fully , in theſe. 
words, In perpetuas off oy, To per- 
petual Eterniviee ; Mark here, he faith not, 
In &Etcrnjtatem, To Eternity-barely-inthe 
Singular number ; bur In «A ternizates, Fo , 
Eternities jn the Plural, as if one were not 
enough : Neither deth he reſthere indefi- 
nitely, "ſaying To Eternities, nor yer doth ; 
he add any fire term, becauſe none can 
expreſs it, ' but an infinite, Perpetuas, Per- 
perual ;, In perpetuas o/Eternitates, To per- . 
perual or Infinite Eternitice. Now if one 


- 3+ Eternity is, without end, what are two? 


what are ten? what are an hundred ? what ' 
are infinite > If we ſhould multiply the | 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 

would not amount to the leaſt fraQtion'sf 


_ the numberleſs number of Eternity,” They | 


© iy thar the Bighth Coeleſtial Orb or Sphere - 


is, moved wonderful leiſurely .beyond all 
comparifon:For thought be daily wheeled. 


_ Jhout by the rapid motion of the Primun . 


mpvile, 


OT The math Conſlleration, | 


 % 


mobile, yet.ir finiſherh not irs'-own proper: 
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circuit but once in thirty ſix thoulang years, 
and this ſpace of time they call, The greas ; 

'Jear, or Plato's year,” Burt. compare, this}. 

with Eternity, and it will appear to be but : 
a-moment, but an inſtant, but a-minure, - 
indeed nothing ar alt” Iris a'true ſaying : 
of Boctius, that an inttant or point of tine, 
and ten thouſand years, compared -togee . 
ther keep better proportion, than ten'thoue. 
ſand years.and Eternity., But hear what- 
Sr. Fobn ſaith,. Little children, :it the laſt + 
time, - 0r the. laſt hour,” 1 Fobn2..18,, And 
this he ſaid one. thouſand fix bundred- years 

ago... It is:moſt*true therefore what_ St, 

_ Anguftine-laith,. Whatſoever hath an end, 

- that thing is but ſhot. 'Eternity.is a Word. : 
conſiſting but of four.ſyllables, but ir is a 
thirlg without.end, Therefore fet thy love 
upon Eternizy,. Let Chriſt be thy end. 
and''thou ſhajr reign with Chriſt withoud_ 
end. _ | 


The: ſixth Conclufcon. .. 


" that bath burt,the leaſt ſmack of 'tiue 
Religion can be ſofar carried away by-his 
impotent and unruly paſſions ( if be be not 
asþad as a beaſt; ): ruled meer]y . by ſenſe, 
| agd({eryingonly his ſenſual appetite : = , 


F: is-norto be. believed that any mari : 


bar Jets 
| ASC 20k 


" 228: The ninth Conſideration | 
j the wicked and ungodly man, even then: 


when he is almoſt ſwallowed up inthe deep. || , 
pit, whereinto his fins have plunged him; a 
eadlong ,, even then; I:\ay, doth but- 


laugh at ir, regards ir not, is not a jot- h 
troubled ar it.:-It js not to be believed, L- ( 
ſay, that any-man that hath.any Religion - 
at all in him, can be'ſo far carried away- L 
by bis headſtrong and unbridled: paſſions,,, , 
bur it he will ſpend a-part of an hour every. 
day in meditating upon Eternity, yea i& he t 
will but once ina week ſeriouſly think up-. 
on- it, he will- mend his manners, he will, | 
change the courſe of his life to better, he. 
will certainly become anew-man: Of a. 
' proud: man, he will become humble and. . 
- lowly; of an angry man, he will become 
mild and gentle ? -Of an unclean man, he. 
will become . chaſte and continent ; of a- 
drunken man, he will become: ſober and: 
temperate.:; 'He will put on,; not the out- - 
ward, . but:the inward habit of a true reli-. 
gious and godly man. He will becqme_ | 
uch a one, not inclothes and. outward ex= | 
preſſion, but in heart,and inward affeRion. . 
- Neither -will he raſhly and unadviſedly;;. 
Lightly and negligently,- upon: a ſpurt. all | 
at once on the-ſudden paſs from one ex+ 
tream to another :. (ſuch alterations are 
not; good, neither will they continue long.) . | 
Bute. will againand again weigh the mars - 
— ers 


| upon Eternity, 229: 
ter well-with himſelf; he will confider well. 
upon it, he will faſten his ſerious thoughts: 
upon it, he will often revolve in mind Es 
rternity, Freynity, Eternity, that ſhall never 
have end, end never, never end; which - 
ſhall laſt throughout innumerable, income. 
prehenſible, infinite ages. Thiswill he do. 
wich confideration and attenrion,and often. 
ruminate upon it, as beaſts chew the cud; 
| Meat though never {ſo good agd wholſGme, _ 
if it be not chewed. inthe teeth, prepared- 
in the mouth, digeſted in the ſtomach , 
turned into blood , and diſtributedby the.. 
veins into all the parts of the body, turns 
tro.poyſon rather than to nouriſhment, be- : 
gets all manner of diſeaſes, is retained; 
perhaps ſometime in the body, but doth _ 
| . more harm. than good,: were a great deal. 
| berter out thanin, Even ſothe thoughts ; 
of Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell are - 
good and wholſome, godly and holy, :but.+ 
| none mare than rhe thought of Eternity 5 
3 which may wortbily becalled the Quinteſs.: 
7 fence. Butasiris with meat, not the taking 
of it meerly into the mouth, -but the good + 
digefting of irin'the ſtomach, the'rurning + 
| of itintogqod bloodin.'the liver, :andithe; 
_ diſtributing of it-into all the parts'by:the 
| veins,” nouriſheth the body : Soit is with .. 
theſe precious thoughts of Death, Fudg 
ment, Heaven, Helt, and Eternity ; "_ e- 
| ; bars - 
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bare thinking upon them,bur ſerious think. 
Ing upon them with- our ſelves, ſetting a+ 
part all cares and worldly diſtraQions, the 
ponderings of them'well in our hearts, and | 
the often ruminating upon them, this-is it : F 
that feedeth and nouriſheth the-ſoul. If this . | fe 
be.not done, the reſt-isto little purpoſe : * 'E 
without. this.even the. reading of the holy. F-th 
= Scriptures is fruitleſs, the hearing of the | di 
word} preached, is unprofitable, Many hear. | 4 
Sermons often; read the Scripture over: || xn 
and over again, and yet are little bettered: || f 
by it, becauſe they do not.meditate upon, | S$ 
what they have both read and heard. When I 
they hear, what comes in at one car goes g 
out at the other :; when they :read,: the eye 1 
| 


isno ſooner off from the: book, but what - 
was read is ſoon ſlipt out of memory. Be=-. 
' fore they can praQtice what they have heard 
or-read, they .haye (quite forgotten what: 
they ſhould do. Therefore if we will read : 
or hear with profit, we mult ſpend ſome 
time in meditating and pondering with our 
ſelves what we have read and heard. This. . © 
leffon we may learn of the bleſſed Virgin 
the mother. of our Lord, Luke 2.19, But ; 
Marykeps all theſe thinge, and poudered them: * 


=_— 


pon Eternity. 23h 


The ſeventh Concluſpon, 


'F*Ew or none believe, or elſe do not well 
| underſtand: and weigh with them, 
{elves theſe words of Chriſt. Math. 7. 13, 
"Enter ye in.at the flraight gate; for wide h. 
the gate and broad 41 the way that leadeth to. 
deftrufion, and many there be which-go in. 
thereat: 4 1, Becauſe ſtrait isthe gate and- 
nerrow i the way which leadeth unto life,and 
few there be that find it. This again our © 
Saviour repeats by the mouth'of St, Luke, 
Luke 13. 21, Strive to enter in at the wu: 
gate ; For many, I (ay .unto you, will (cek. 
zo enter in, and ſhall” not be able, Auguſt. 
Whoſoever laughs at this faith, and there-. 
fore will not believe becauſe he doth noe; 
ſee; wher: that ſhall: come to. paſs which 
he did not believe, he ſhall bjuſh and be. 
confounded, he ſhall be confounded- and 
ſeparated from the blefled; he ſhal] be ſe= 
parated from. the bleſſed, and have bis. 
portion with the damned. | 
| * Hieronymus Platus reports- of-a certain. 
| woman, that hearing Berzoidus a powerful 
man in the Pulpit inveigh very vehemently. 
and bitterly again a ſin that ſhe knew her 
ſelf guilty of, fell down dead in the Church, 
and after a while by the blefling of God' 
upon the prayers of the Congregation. 
coming 


them what ſhe had ſeetsin this trance, ſay- 
' Ing thus, Merhought I ſtood before Gods 


Tribunal, and threeſcore thouſand: fouls! 
more with me, called together from: all | 
the parts of the world, to receive their fi-: 
nal ſentence : And they were all condeme: 
nedand-adjudged to Eternal torments,but- 
ohly three, Oh! whar a fearful thing was 
this !- I ſhoufd hardly. believe this womans: 
relation, but that I believe Chriſts afſeve.: 
ration in the Goſpel , Math. 7. 13. Wide: 
%'the gate and broad % the way that leadesh: 
ro defiruftion, and many there be that go in: 
tberets; Andagain, v.14. $triit is the gate. 


and narrow 4 the way that lendeth unto life , 


and ſew there be that find it, It may ſeem: 
ſtrange to fleſh-and blood thav God-the 
Father of Mercies ſhould paſs the ſentence 
ot condemnation upon ſo many,_I do nor- 
ſay threeſcore thouſand ,_ but rhreeſeore - 
thouſand thouſand? And what man would: 


believe it, were he not perſwaded of the 
truth thereof, upen the confideration of 


the wngnho and infinite Majeſty of God 


' which is offended; the unutterable malice- 
of fin which is committed, and-many evi- 
dent teflimonies of Scripture by.which it is 


plainly proved; Fob'trembles art ir, ſay- 


ing, Fob. 10, 22, A land of darkneſs, as: 
darkneſs it ſelf, and of. the ſhadow of death , 


without - 
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coming again unto her ſelf, relared unto- 


- wpon Eternity,  ' 233 | 
without 4ny-order, and where the light 4 as: 
darknoſs, or according to the Latin, where 
there i no order, aud were everlaſting horrov- 

dwthetb.” St, Mantbew affirms as much in' 4 
Fthe werds of our Saviour, Maith; 25. 41. g 

Depart from me ye curſed-into everlaſiing. | 

fire. Ler us conſider theſe things wel] with 
our ſelves, and whileſt we have time let us 
waſh away our fins with rhe tears of re 
tance, fqr fear. leſt God ſuddenly ſnatch: 
us away, and give us our portion: to drink: 
with, bypocriecs-in the bottomleſs: pir of, 
Hel}, where there is nothing but- weeping; 
and gnaſhing of teeth, where the worm: 
never dietk-z. and the fire never-goes out, 
from whence there is no redemption, no-. 
redemption, I ſay, and again I ſay, nore.. 
demptionz No,not any comfort at all,nor- 
ſo much as alittle drop of- cold water, If: 
the godly themſelves, whoare in the ſtate. 
of grace and-in the favour of - God, whoſe- 
minds and wills be good, if they I ſay;could. 
ſufficiently conceive from- what grievous. 
'torments they ihall be deliveredat the day. 
of. judgment, and: into.what unutrerable 
and unconceivable joys they ſhall enter, 
without doubt they would uſe no delay ,: 
they would not. let an hour paſs, but out of- 
hand they would: take- their leave of all; 
\ Vanities, forſake the world;and leave the 
dead to look after the dead :. But —_ 
tem: 
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faeration 
themſclyes,they would be daily and heurly... 
well im _ about their Maſters bufinefs; 
always ſtudying o pleaſe God, ever laud- |} af 
1 Ing and praiſing bim for his goodneſs and, || ſu 
En mercy towards them, in bleffing them in || ar 
| part here in this world, and'g _—_— !! 
an aflured promiſe of ——— blefled. }| of 
__ neſs in-the world to come, for dellvering. | m 
| them from the rorments of- Hell, andgia || Ly 
ving them entrance into-the joys of Hea. | F 
ven, Itisthe ſaying of St, Gregory, The: | x 
evils ofthis preſent life ſeem the more bard; | «x 
unto us, the leſs we think. upon the good || 1 
which-ſtall follow bereafter ; And becauſe: 
we ccnſider not the exceeding great re=. £ 
wards which are laid up for us, therefore: | 4 
7 
1 
1 


we count-the aMiQions of this world grie=.' 
- Vous to be born: whereas if we did lift up. 
' eur minds, and raiſe our thoughts to the 
contemplation of thoſe things .which are 
 - Eternal, and not ſubjeR to any change ; if + 
we would haye an eye unto. them, and ſet, }. 
our hearts upon them, we would certainly; _. 
count the ſufferings of this life, and what=F# Þ' 
ſoever hath an end, to be as nothing z and: 
again, joy i#n:tribulation is a ſong - in the 
night :-- For although we are outwardly af- 
? flited with the ſenſe of ſorrows Temporal , 
; yet we are inwardly camforted with_.the 
hope of Joys Eternal. | 
_ . Muchafter the ſame manner reafoneth, 
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upon Eternity. © - 235 I 
| St. #uguſtine : If thou wouldeſt but at- | 
tend, faith be, unto what thou ſhalt here. 
after'receive, thou wouldeſt count all the 
ſuffering of this preſent life to be bur light, 
- andaltogetherunwotthy of the glory which 
ſhall be revealed, For brethren, ( to ſpeak 
of the worth of things ) for Erernal reft a 
- | man ſhould be, content to undergo Eternal 
| Labor, and for Eternul .joy willingly ſuffer 
Eternal ſorrow : Bur it the labor and ſors 
' | row were Eterndl,when fhould-a man come "A 
' | to reſt and joy Eternal? Therefore upon A 
neceſlity thy tribulation muſt be but Tem- 1 
oral, that ſo ar length thou mailt receive 
reward which ſhall be Eternal. For han 
up the ſcales, and put Eternity in one, FX, 
a thouſand years in the other : what doT 
ſay, a thouſand years, yea ten rhouſand , 
yeaan hundred thouſand, and yet more, 
a thouſand thouſand, they are alltoo light - 
to weigh with Eternity ; there is no compa=- 
\ riſon betwixt them. And yer further, to 
F, make them more lightz As they are but 
* Temporal, ſo likewiſe they are but ſhort; 
and of no continuance, ' they laſt but for a ; 
few winter-days, when they are at the » I 
* ſhorteſt, or rather but for one day, and | 
thata ſhort one ; the day of this life whick 
is ſoon paſt, and they are gone. .Though a 
man therefore ſhould ſuffer all- his life lon 
even to the laſt breazh, thoughhe ſhoul 
guts pee ſuffer; 
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ſuffer, 1 ſay, labors; griefs, ſorrows, im- 


+ er7pagis ſcourge, hunger, thirſt, all his 
ite'long, evento rhe Jalt breath, yer his 
Jufferings are but ſhort, becauſe his life. is 
bur ſhort, For the days of-onr pilgrimage are 
bur ſew, though evil, as Faceb told *Pha. 
r40h, Gen. 47.9.. And Fob 14.1. Man that 


'& born of 4 woman i of fem days 3 though as 


Fob' complainerh , full of trouble, And 
Pſal 39:5. Behold, ſaith David, thou haſt 
made my days as an band: breadth, (and that 
is but a ſhort meaſure, and yet he goeth 
further ) and mine age % 48 nothing before 
thee. And as our Life is ſhort, fo is our 


;Aﬀtifion light, hut jt worketh for us 4 farr. 


"more exceeding and Eternal weight of glory , 
2 (07. 4.” [When this ſhort life and light 
Haboy is ended, we ſhall inberit everlaſting 
life, an.Ezernal Kingdom, and felicity with- 
out end: We ſha}l be made equal to the 


Angels,  beirs of God, «nd joint heirs with - 


(Chriſt, Rom, 8.17, Ob | For bow little 
labor; how great a reward! and. again, 


St. Auguſtine in anbther place,The thoughts - 


of God are very deep. Where is the thought 


_ of God? and whatis his purpoſe 2. He let- 
eth the rains looſe for the preſent, bur - 
afterwards he will draw them in. Do not - 


rejoyce and ſport thy ſelf, like the fiſh in 
the water, which. having | the bait in 


her mouth,playerh up and down, but being 
£7 7 | | {truck 
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- Kruck with the hook'in the Jaws, may be 


pulled up at the fiſhers pleaſure._ The time 
-which ſeems 1dng unto thee is indeed but 
- ſhort, very ſhoxt, For what is the life of 
man compared with Eternity 2 Wouldeſt 
,:thou be patient and Jong ſuffering > Con- 
:fider Gods Eternity : Doſt thou only conſi- 
der thine own days, which are but few and 
ſhort, and doſt thouthink that in them all 
things ſhall be fulfilled > That the wicked 
ſhould be condemned, and. the god 
.-crowned? Wouldeſt thou have all the 
things fulfilled in thy few and ſhort days > 
_ God ſhall fulfil them in his own time. God 
_ 4s Eternal. | God is patient and long-ſuf. 
fering : And rhou ſayeſt, But I'cannot be 
Patient and long ſuffering, becauſe Iam 
-not Eternal, Bur thou mayeſt be if thou 
'wilt.: For do but joyn thy. heart to Gods 
. Eternity, and thou ſhalt be Eternal: with 
.him. If thou beeſt a good Chriſtian, and 
well inſtruted in the fear ofthe Lord, thou 
- wilt certainly conclude, God hath reſcr- 
:ved all unto. his ownjudgment. The good 
.and godly men aretroubled and dMiicted'; 
For God chaſtiſcth them:as his'own Chil- 
dren, Butthe wicked and ungodly men 
-come into no ſuch trouble and aMli&ion-z 
For'God caſteth them off, and condemneth 
them; as aliens. A certain man hath two 
fons; He challſer the one, andicncrk 
f , ine 
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been? there is no bope of pardon,:I am 


preſently buffered, whipped and ſcourged, 


*the other, let him do never ſoill, he never 
-hears of it, he is not ſo much as once re- 
buked for it, What is the reaſon: He that. 


is puniſhed, is the fathers heir z and he 


that goes unpuniſhed is difinherited, For * 


what 1hould the father do? He ſees there 


isno hope of him, and that he is paſt grace, 
_ -and therefore he'Jets him alone todo what: 
.he liſteth, But yet 'notwithſtanding, the 


ſon which is. ever and anon puniſhed far 
the leaſt offence, wiltbe ceady to bemoan 


ny deplore his own caſe, and count' his 


He will, I {ay unleſs God bathgiven him 


Xother happy Which goeth unpuniſhed. 
'a wiſe and iy ule God heart, \ro-know 


what maketh for his own good. He will 
*be aptto ſay in his heart, My brother fol- . 
loweth all il] courſes, taketh his pleaſure, 


waiteth his means,doth what ſeemeth good 


-in his owneyes, is ever breaking my fathers 
'commandment,and hath neveran ill word 
- Forit. But the caſe is otherwiſe with me : 

If I be but out'of fight never ſo little 


while, if I go but tothe next door, if I 


do but ſep aſide, ir but a foot, but any +: 
inch beyond my bounds, preſently 'T'am 


called in queſtion, Sirrah, where have you 
ſure 
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' -the other go without any chaſtiſement': |} 
The one, it he goesneverſo little awry is 


. ſure to ſmart for it; This is my caſe, And 
I ſay, Thou art in a. far bercer caſe than, 
thy brother , and if thou beelt not a fool, 
thou wilt think ſo to : For in that thou art 
| CorreQted, it is a ſign that thou art belt. 
beloved. If thou thinkett only upon thy 
preſent ſtate, it cannot bur ſeem grievous: 
unto thee z Burt if thou haſt aneye to the 
Inheritance which is reſerved for thee, a- 
gain it cannot but ſeem joyous unto thee, 
For the aſſurance cf thy future reward will 
Quite take away the ſenſe of the preſent 
{mart, 
Hirherto may be added out of the ſame 
holy Fatker that which followeth, as the® 
ſumm of ail that hitherto; hath been ſaid... 
How great and wonderful. is the mercy of 
God! He ſaith not, Labour thou for ten 
bundred thouſand years togeiher ; nor yet, 
one thouſand years, noryer, five hundred 
years, But what 2 Labour whileſt thou. 
| liveſt; ir is but for. a few-years ; ' after. 
that thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch reſt as ſhall. 
have no.end, Confider this well with thy . 
ſelf, Thou art injoyned ro Jabour but for. 
a. few years, and amid{t rhy 1:bayr. art. 
.not without ſome joy, not a day paſſeth 
in, which thou mayeſt not receive comtort. - 
and conſolation. But r«<juvyce nar thou, 
after the manner of th: World, bit as. 
the Apoſtle exhorteth, Phil. 4. 4, - Rejoyce, 
| M in 
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#1the Lordalways : and againT ſay, Re- 


Word, Rejoyce in his Law, For jtis true 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 4; 17 Our- 
light afflifion, which is but for 4 moment, 
 worketh for-us a far more exceeding and E- 
ternal weight of Glory, Conſider what a 
ſmall prite thou art to give, but the husk 


of an Acorn, for everlaſting treaſures :* © 
Thehusk of thy ſhort Jabour, for reit E-. | 

ternal, Haſt thou joy for a time > Do - þ 
— not truſt too much to it, Art thou ſad and 
fotrowful tor a. time > Do not deſpair of: 


Joy and comfort, Neither ler proſperity 
theeup, nor adverlity caſt thee down, 


: God hath'promiſed'untothee Erernal life ; 
WS Therefore contemn Temporal felicity, He 


bath *threatned Eternal firez Therefore 


' contemn all Tempordl ſorrows, 


- Toconclude then with the ſame Divine 
Amthor ; +Let us therefore be in love with 
Eternal life ; and 'thereby-we ſhall come 
toknow how much we ought to Jabour for 
the obtaining of itz for we ſee that rhoſe 
men which are lovers of this preſent Jife, 
which is but temporal, and ſhall ſhortly 
have an-end, labour with might and main 
to preſerve and prolong it as Jong as they 


can; ,'And yet they cannor eſcape death; 
for that at one time or other will ſeize up- 


onthem. Ali that they can hope for, is 
-: | but 
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 Foyce:. Rejoyce in Chiift, Rejoyce in-his : 


all other king; paſs away, yct Eterai= 
'M 2 


upon Eternity. 


death approacheth, then every one is 1a- 
bouriag and ſeeking to hide himſelf, ready 
to give and pait with any thing that he 
hath to redeem his life, He ſends for the 
Phyſician, he will be ruled by him in any 


- thing, he will take any thitig at his bands, 
| he will ſuffzr any thing, Purging, Bleed= 


ing, Cupping, Scaritying, and whatnot? 
You fee whar charge a man will bear, 
and what pains he will voluntarily endure, 
tolive here though bur for a ſbort time 
and yet be will ſcarce be at any charge, 
or take any pains, after this life ended 
live for ever, Brethren, it ſhould nor b& 
ſo. If there be ſuch labouriig and watch» 
ing, ſuch ſending and going, {uch running) 
and riding, ſuch ſpending and praying, 
ſuch' doing and ſuffering, | to live here a, 
while longer z What ſhould: we' not will- 
ingly do and ſuffer to live for ever > And 


if they be' accounted wiſe, whick labour 


by all means they can to put-off death a 
while longer, being loth to laoſe a few 


' "days; What Fools are they which live ſo, 


that finally they loſe the da y of Eter®ity.! 
. Think upon thoſe things well with your 


ſelves, O mortal men, and foreice the 
day of Etcrnity, :wherher: of 56y or of tor-= 


ment, before it cometh, For although 


ff 
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but to put ir off for a little time, When | 
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ry {till remaineth, and Mall never paſs a- 
way, fi. 


CHAP: 
The Puniſhment of Eternal death, 


He Mefſenians had a certain Priſon 

or Dungeon under earrb void of 

air and light, and full of Helliſh horrour : 

' Which aSit was a moſt diſmal place, fo had 

it alſo a glorious title; for ir was called 

e Treaſure houſe. This Priſon or Dun- 

on had no Doors at all to it, -only one 

mouth, at which the Priſoners were let 

down by a-Rope; and ſo jt was ſtopped up 

again with a-great ſtone. Into this Trea- 

ſure-bouſe was Philopamen that great Em- 

erour of Greece caſt, and there by Poyſon 

he ended his life 3 God hath alſo his Trea- 

ſure-boufe under earth, if 1 may ſoſpeak: 

Bur, I pray you, what a one isit-? -Itis of 

moſt wicked and ungodly, deſperate and 

damned men, | 

eAfiolings a Tyrant of Padus, (as Fo- 

_ vius reporteth) had many Priſons ſo in- 

famous for all kind of miſeries and tor- 
ments, that whoſoever were-caft thereinto 

counted their life miſery, and their death ( 

= bappineſs. Death might come in there 

$ with. } 


t 
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withour knocking, he was ſo welcome un- 
to them,. and fo long looked for, Fur 
this was their hard uſage, they were laden 
wich [rons, ſtarved with hunger, poyſon- 
ed wich ſtench, eaten up with vermine, 
and ſo- in a molt miſerable manner they. 
lived, and 'dyed at length a long and a lin= 
gering death, There eyery one was judg- 
ed moſt miſerable, bur he that was dead 
2nd could fee] no miiery, Whileſt they 
lived it was a puniſhment worſe than death 
to have their habitation amongſt the dead. 
For the deadbodies lay on heaps rotting_ 
amongſt the living in ſuch manner, that it 


. . might betruly ſaid. there, that the dead 


killed the living. 

But the very worſt of theſe Priſons is a 
Paradiſe, and a molt pleaſant place, if it 
be compared with the inferna} Priſon of 
Hell. Whartſoever miſery was ſuffered in 
Afiolinus bis Priſon, in this regard it was 
tolerable, becaule it was of no lang conti- 
nuance, being to laſt no longer than a 
ſhort life, and quite vaniſhing away at 
the hour of death, But the Treaſure=- 
houſe of the damned, which is Gods Pri- 
{on, is void of all comfort : The torments 
thereof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Eternal. Death cannot enter in there, | 
neither can thoſe that are entred get out 

again: But they ſhall be tormented for 
X | M 3 ever 
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evermore, For evermore 2 What a fearful 
thing is this ! They ſhall be rormented tor 
evermore. [t was a molt true ſaying of Caſ- 
fedorus. As no mortal man can apprehend 
or underſtand what the Eternal reward is, 
fo neither can any man conceive or ima- 
gine what that Eternal torment is, 

The Perſeans had a Priſon into which a 
man might enter eafily, but being once in, 
. Eulild get out no more; or if he dil, yer 
yery hardly. And therefore jr was called 
Lethe, or Oblivion, It is an eafie matter 
to deſcend down into Hel] z but ro aſcend 
up again it is altogether impoſſible, Was 
ever any heard to return from Hell > This 
Priſon of Hell is not withour juſt cauſe 
called Lethe, or Oblivion, For God is fo 
unmindfu] of the damned, that he will 
never remember them to have mercy upon 
them. Hell is called the Land of Oblivion 
or Forgetſulneſs, and that for tworeaſons 
{ asa godly and Learned Writer obſerv- 
eth.) Firſt, Becauſe, ſaith he, they re- 
member God no more for their god, nei- 
ther haye thcy any memory at all of things 


paſt, but ſuch as do. h aMi& and rorment . 


them. All their pomp and glory, plea- 
fures and deJighrs, are quite forgotten, or 
elſe not remembred without grief and ſor- 
row. Secondly, To theſe. that are in 
this hoirid Region, and Lake of fire, God 
TRY” a bath 
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bath forgotten ro be gracious, and merci- 
fol, neither will he ſend his Anpels at avy 
time to Miniiter unto them the feaſt com- 
fort: If oncein, there is no-coming out - 
again. For what ſaid «Abraham unto rhe 
rich Glutton frying in Hell ; and deſiring 
him to ſend Laqarue to cool bis tongue 
with a drop of water > Between 4s and you 
there i agreat gulf fixed, (0 that they which 
would pa{s from hence to you, cannot z nei» 
ther can they paſs to us, that would come from 
thence, Luke 16. 26, Oh gulf full of hor» 
roar and deſpair! Oh Eternity of xgorments, 
the very thought whereof is able to make-a 
{tout man quake and tremble ! The wick» 
ed and ungodly men dig their own Graves, 
and'dwell therein for cuermore : But whar 
manner of Graves do they dig ? They dig 
as deep as Hell, where the rich Glutton 
was buried, from whence he lifted up his 
a cyeg in torments and (aw Abraham afar off, 
| and Lazarus in bþ boſom, Luke 16.33.to his 


greater torment, Oh what a terrible. 
deep is this! Oh whart a fearful Grave is. 
this ! Who lyeth here 2 He that ſuffered 
i ay to lye at his Gate, having no com= 
paſſion on him, How is it with him now ? 
He lodpeth in flames of Fire inſtead of his 
ſoft Bed : he is ſcaldezd with-thirſt, and 
his {weet Cups are taken from his mouth ; 
his Table is remcved,and he bath no orher 
M4 Food 
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Food but Fire and Brimſtone ; he is nor 
now dancing and exulting for joy , «but 
gnathi: g bis reeth for helith deſperation, 
They that are ſhut up in Priſon here j this 
World, have hope for theit comfort; it 
may be they ſhall be delivered, and re- 
deemed out of Priſon: But from Hell 
there is no deliverance, no redemption, 
no not fo much as any hcpe ar al}, but Ee 
ternal defperaiion, X 
' Tris a ſhort, but terrible Sermon that 
God Preacketh by the Prophet Frekictin 
thefe words, Say to-the Forreſt of the South, 
Hear the word of the Lord, Behold, I will 
kindle Firs inthee, and it ſhall devour eve= 
xy zreen-Tree in thee, and every dry Tree : 
The flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched. 
Exch. 20. 47, How many tall Cedars, 
how many wicked and ungodly men flou- 
riſh-and wax green in this life for proſper- 
ous ſucceſs in all cutward things, andyer 
are dry and withered for want of virtue ? 
Hear this therefore every green, and yet 
dry and withered Tree, [ will kindle a Fire, 
faith the Lord, and the flaming Flame ſhall 
nos be quenched. In Hell, whither you 
make ſuch great haſte, there are no Holy- 
days, no Feſtivals, no fer times in which 
the Fire ſhall ceaſe burning, There is 
Etcrna] grief, Eternal death, Eternal for- 
row., without the mixture of the leald 
1 | ___ comfort, 
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comfort,. Night and day there is no relity 
no ſleep ar all, but continually watching ' 
and waking for grief, and anguiih, and 
intolerable torments in everlaſting Fire, 
There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented: There 
ſhall you always live, that you may a[ways 
die, If you will not b.lieve me,. believe 
Sr, Auguſtine ,. whoſe words are theſe 
The ungodly, faith he, ſhall live in tor» 
ments : bur they which live in terments 
ſh1ll Jeſtie, if. ir were poſſible, that rheir 
life were ended,. Burt death hears them 
not,. there is.none to take awaytheirlife 3 
their lifz ſhail never end, becauſe. their: 
torment ſhall never end, But whar ſaith: 
the Scrip:ure 2. The Scripture doth not ſo 
much as call it life. For life is a name of- 
comfort : but what comfort can there be - 
imagined in tortures and torments, frys 
inz and broyling in everlaſting Fire 2 Bug 
what doth thz Scripture call it Þ The ſecond 
death, that is, a death-which: followeth 
after the firſt -and, natural death which is 
common to all men. But how-can the ſe. 
cond death be called a death, ſeeing that 
he. that hath part- therein - never dicth 2: 

We may better. indeed expreſs: what itis 


- not; ratherthan whar it-is. - As it cannog 


properly.be called a. death, ſo it'may bg 
truly ſaid thar it is.no life ; And. as com 
'L M.5. cerning, 
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cerning them that have part therein, as 
they cannot properly be ſaid ever to die, 
ſo again it may be molt trvly (aid ;har 
they never live, Por ſo to live, that a 
man ſhall a'ways live in ſorrow and tor. 
ments, isnorttolive. Therefore thar life 
tsno life; but the only life indeed. is1har 
life which is bleff-dz and that life only is 
blefſed, -which is Eternal, Again, we 
have another place in the ſame Father to 
this purpoſe; if the foul Jiverh in Frernal. 
rorments, tormented with the unclean 


fpirits, rhis is rather to he called Eternal 
death; than Eternal life, For there is no 
preater or Worfe death, then that death 


' whichnever dieth, | | 

. St. Gregoyy alſo giveth the like Teſtimo= 
By. In Hell, ſaith he, there ſhall be 
death without death, end without end, 
becaufe death ever liveth, and the end 
ever beginneth: there death ſhall never 
die. - death, how much ſweerer were 
thou if thou wouldſt take away life, and: 
not compel thoſe to live, who would fajn. 
die? Burſqiris, the number of che years 
In Hell are without number, lt paſſeth 
dhe skill of the beſt Arizhmetician to find: 
out the number thereof, God. himfelf 
knoweth no. end thereof, | After a Thou- 
fand Thouſand Millions of years'palt, 
dhere are Rill as many more to come, and 
: EEE | * 
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when thoſe alſo are palt; there are yet 
as many more to come; . and ſtiil they are 
asfar from the laſt as they were art the firſt; 
It is n-w above five thouſand years ſince 
Gain that {I:w his Brother Abel, was calt 
into the Lake. that burneth with Fire and 
Brimſtone;z ard 'yet the number of the 
years threnghove which ſtill he is to be tor= 
mented, is asgreat jti]1 as it was the firſt 
diy of his torment; and after certain 
Millions of years, the years of his tor= 
- ments for their number ſhall be n»-thing 

diminiſhed; Ir ſhall be all one as if. he 
were calt into the. Fire but this preſent: 
hour. And raough the rich Glutton men- 
tione in the Golpel, be tormented two 
thoutand years together, yer {till he doth 
burn, and ſhall burn for ever. neither 
thail he obtain ſo. much as a little drop of 
water, thovgh he uſe never ſo much in- 
treaty., not ſo much as a little drop of 
water to coo] his inflamed tongae. | 

Theſe thirgs we often hear of , and 
when we hear of rhem, we do but laugh 
at them, Certainly we count it but a, 
light mattexto burn in Ererna] Fire, Here 
a man might well- azk the. Queſtion, 
Where are: your tcars, »O mortal; men, ye . 
that aregruen- ſo much #0 laughing? This - 
1 our condition : A fmall Joſsif it be bur 
a matter of three half. pence, will wring, 


great © 
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Sreatftore of tears from-us ; but-as for-an 
mfnite and- irrecoverable loſs, that we 
can brook eaſily, we can digeſt that with 
laughter, When we are cired'to appear 
at the Barr of an earthly Judge, then ' 
we quake and tremble :: but as we are go=- | 
Ing to Gods. Tribuna!, (for every. day we 
rid ſome of-our way, we walk on, ſtep af. 
ter itep, will we, nill we; and. (yet as 
we are going ). we ſpert by the way, When 
we goto Sea, we are afraid of Shipwrack»- 
Bur without either fear or wit we lanch 
intothe deep Sea of Eternity, andmake 
_ bura laughing maiterof ir. 
It is the wiſh of St. Bernard, Oh that 
/ men were wiſe /* that they were wiſe ! | 
Oh that they were wiſe ! Whar then,. ['E 
holy Bermryd > Oh, then would the Image x 
.} of FErcrnity begin to be reformed in them- | 
- Then would- they - order things preſent -1 
#ilc}y, judge of things paſt underſtanding= 
Y, and foretee things to come providents 
ON » 
Herewe have Sr, Pauly command- to 
the Epbefeans, and* not his wiſh onlv, for 
his words run in the Imperative Mood, and 
——potin the Optative:; Brethren, See that 
ye wilhcircumſpetly, not as Fools, but as 
iſe, Shan. the rime, becauſe the days 
arecuil, Eph: 5.15, 16, Fhe great buſi- 
neſs of our ſalvatiqo, ought. circumipedt. 
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Iz, diligently, and carefully to be regard. 
ed of us, It is the molt fooliſh thing in 
the World for a man having but little time 
allotted him-, to fpend it prodigally in- 
vain delights, whereas he ſhould like a- 
_ thrifty. Merchant imploy it rather for his 
beſt advantage, to purchaſe a. porticn in: 
bleſſed Frernity, If-we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting,. playing, and icleing, we 
are muck deceived, To be telling of tales,. 
er-givi'g ear unto them when they are told, 
to »e given to nur eaſe, and: ſpend: our 
_ time in idleneſs; to be calling for 'our: 
Cups, and fit ſo long at them til! we can- 
not ſtand; This ts not-to redeem the time.. 
But this is truly. to-redeem.the time, to 


give our ſelves to Jabour and {tndy, prayer 
and meditation ; nor for a ſpurt and away; 


but to hojd:on-in this courſe conſtantly: 
unto the end , This, [ lay, is truly.to re- 
deem the time.- It is the counlel of 


St. Augn(tine, ro teal ſome time fron -- 


our worldly buſineſs, Will any- man Sue 
thee at the Common Law ?- Be content, 
ſaith he, to loſe ſomething, that thou 


mayeſt be at leiſure to ſerve God, and not - 


follow Suits : for thax-which thou loſeſt, 


is.the gaining ofrime, - For as thou giveſk-  * 
thy money and buyeſt Bread 3 ſo be: cons * 


tent to loſe thy money, - that thou mayeſt 
buy.reſt, and. opportunity to ſerve Gade 


da 
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for this is indeed truly. to redeem the 
time, 5 
So ought. we to ſpare for-no coft, but 


willingly part with anything to gain an cp-. 


portunity of doing. good, ſeeing that the 


days are evil. The days of this life are 


full of ſorrrows , griefs, dangers, and: 


tentatiomz which ever and- anon take 


from us the o»porru ity of dcirg. good ;. 


9-5 


fo ſaith Anſclm: Bur if we let (Ip 1h: op- 
portunity of doing good wher,it is offered, 
and let our days 'conſume away in meer 


puxpaſes of-amendment of lite , without: 


bringing them to good eff: &: from hence= 
forth it is-in vain. to look for any. opportu- 


nity of doing good ; we ſhall not obtain: 


one minute of time z our lols is altogether 
irrecoverable. Our life, ſaith N aFtan- 
Ten, is like a Mart or a Far: When the 
day appointed-.is. once over,. there is no 
more buying any commodities. Ifthen 
we will buy any. thing, we muſt do it 
quickly, whilſt the Fair laſts:: We muſt 


-+ live godlily, whileſt we have time to live : 


We muſt ſerve God,. whileſt we are firong 


and able, The Preacher often beats upon 


this, Whatſcever thy. hand findeth! ro dog 


<1 F 

F 

y 
Y 


do it with thy. might; Eccleſ. 9.'19, The 


Apoſtle eftep ſpurs us on'to Jay hold upon: 


opportunity, and make good uſe of our 
time,” - Hs therefore. wo. haue opportunitys 
3-5. | te 
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ze, by the knowledge 


let us do good to all men, Gal. 6, 15, | For, 
now it & high time t0 awake out of ſleep, 
Rom. 13, 11, Thou fleepeRt, ſaith 


St. Ambroſe, but thy. time fleepeth not, - 
it runneth apace, yea, it flies with wings, © 


Happy he, happy they that think. upon 


theſe things, ro do thereafter z that live | 


fo, asatrhe point of death they will de- 
frre to have lived; to do ſuch things, as 


they will rejoyce to have done when they _:- 


are Tranſlated to Eternity. - A light neg- 
leF now will prove an Eternal loſs. Whar- 
toever we think, ſpeak, or do,once thought, 


ſpoke, cr done, it. is Ererna], it abideth == ©* 


for ever.. «.* 


—— 
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CHAP. IT. 
The reward of Eternal life, 


He life in Heaven is life indeed, and 

 _ the molt perfeR and abſojute life 

of all others, in that it is animal, in that 
it is humane, in that it is angelical, yea in 
that it is divine; There lives the Memory. 
by. the perfe& remembrance of all things 
that are paſt + There the Xnderfiand- 


"Fhere lives the}; and enjoyeth all 
manner of good; without fear ofloſivg it. 
EO © RE In 
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In like manner liveth there-the Appetite, 
bortithar which is called Concupt{cible,aud 
that which is called Iraſcible, "Fhere live 
- all the Senſes, and are filled with delights, 
There is heard -no fighing, no lamentati- } 
on, no grief: or ſorrow, nor ſo much as 
the leaſt ſign thereof; There is rhe moſt 
ſincere and pure ſorg- of jcy.,, without the 
mixture of-the leaſt drop of the Gal) of 
bitterneſs and ſorrow, Let the eyes-be fi- 
lent; rhey-neverſaw the'like ,. let the cars. 
be filent, they never: heard the hike ;. Jer 
thy:heartbe filenr,. it could-ne1er conceive 
the like to this life. Tbis- life includeth 
within it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, 
and all the delights cf all lives, 

eAuguſt, lenſes, and faculties, St, Au- 
de Civi- guſtine as it were ſet on Fire 
rate Dez, with the fervent defire of .this- 
cap, 30, litz, breaketh forth into theſe 
© words, How great happineſs 
/ ſhall be there, where there is the preſence ; 
ofno evil, and the. abſence of nogood ? | 
where we ſhall be continually praifiig 
God; who is all in alt; Bleſſed: are they 
thas-dwcll in-thy. Honſe : they. will be ftill 
praifing. thee; Pſal. $4.4, All the facul- 

_ tizsof our fouls anf} members of our bo- 
dies.'being made Mcorruptible, ſhall be. 
_ ever \ſerring forth the | praiſe. of God. 
There ſhall: be. true glory and: 2p" 


ed, 


, — 
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deed, where neither he that doth give 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor he 
to whom it i- given can be fthrtered. There 
ſhall be rrue honour indeed, wbich ſhall 


be denied tonone that is worthy, -nor be. 


ſtow: d upon any that -is unwo1thy, yea, 
whictr none that is unworthy ſhajl defire 
or ſeek after, where none that is unwor. 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide. There he 
which is the giver of virtue, ſhall be the 
reward thereof, for he. bath promiſed 
himſclf ; and what could he promiſe 
greater and better than himſelf >* The 
Propher Feremy-is witneſs of” this his pro= 
miſe, in theſe words, I wilt be their God, 
and they ſhall be my People, Ferem. 31.33, 
I will be unto them whatſoever with ho. 
neſty can be deſired, 1 will be untothem 


life, and heaſth, and fovd, and plenty, 


andigloty, and honour, and peace, and 
every good thing: Forthis is the meanin 
of thcle words, God ſhull be all in all; He 


ſh31l be the end of our 'defires. And one -// 
great good there is to be found in that - 


blefted City of God, which is nctelſe- 
where to be found, and thar is. rhis, That 


no inferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperieur, -/ 


but they ſhall be like members of the na=- 
tural body compatted together in a friend=- 
ly and:pzaceable manner, where the fin= 
ger defire;h, not to be the eye, nor the 

try foor 
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F foot the head, but every member is con- 
J tent with his own place. And alittle af. 
' [ter ſaith the ſame Father, there ſhall we 
E ;keepan Eternal Sabbath cf ret, and there 
| ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet 1 
_ the Lord is, we ſhall be filled Ang, 
©. with his goodneſs, when he ſhall ge Civl- 
' -beallinall. O God my God! rat, Det. 
| Thou art Love and Charity, 
' —  Truthand Verity, true Eternity :and E- 
ternal Felicity. , 
| Another ſpeaketh unto this life, 'by way 
. of Apoſtrophe, after this man- 
Ner, in thee there is no corru= Autor. 
_..-. Ption, nor defe&, nor old Age, Libr. de 
nor anger; but perpetual peace, Spir. C? 
 , and ſolemnglory, andeverlait= anima: 
” — og oy, andcontinua] ſolemni= 
= ty. Thkereis joy and exultation, there is 
Eb” an Eternal ſpring. There is always the flow. 
erand grace of youth and perfeR health, | 
Noneſt in-te Heri nec Heſternum:: } 
| Sedeſt idem Hodiernums, 
T1bi falus, tibi vita, 
| Tibi pax.eft infinita: 
Tibi Deus omnia, Thar is, i 
Teſterday was with thee never-; | 
But to day k preſent ever :- 
Thou haft peace that ever lafteth, 
Health and life that never waſteth x 
_ God aallin dll, 


Glo- 


[1 4 6 DN Hd ion herake ae hed n 64 " 
7. 5 5 de 5 oz IR OR. PPD ANY Kd; a Les "Re X 
FL 4 F 20 RE IO 
- 4 * Ul - (> YR» 
- - 
. £*H 


Glorious th "gr are ſpoken of thee, © Gity 
of God, Pſcl, 87. 3. In thee bavethcir - 
habitation all thoſe that rejoyce; inthee __—” 
there is no fear z in thee noſorrow. All 
defires are turned, to_joys, Whatſoever E 
a mancan wiſh for is .preſent with thee : == 
Whatſoeyer can be deſired, is intheein 
abundance, . They ſhall be abundantly ſath= 
fied with the fatneſs of thy Houje 3; and thou 
ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 
pleaſures, Pſal. 36.8, For with thee 4s 
the Fountain of Life; in 3by light ſhall we 
\(celight, 9. When we ſhall fee thee ia_-_ >; 
thy ſelf, and;thee in us, and our ſelves in © 
thee, living in everlaſting felicity, and .. 
enjoying the beatifical viſion of 1hee for ©. 
ever. 

And though this felicity be everlaſting z 
yet a mM may obtain it in a ſhort time, 
and with little labour, IT bave compaſſion 
on the multitude, ſaith our Savjour, becauſe 
thcy have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat, Mark 8. 2, Sweet. |: 
Sayijour, dolt thou count it ſuch a matter - . *- 
fcr us to abide with thee three days, and "2 
eatnothing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, dolt 
thou not rather tell us of the days of Etere 
nity, and the everlaſting joys wherewith 
we ſha}l be abundantly fſaiisfied in the- 
Kingdom of Heaven > God takerh notice 
cf the lealt ſervice that we petfcrm, and 

ir 
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 _--— It ispreciou- in his fight: He telleth the 1 
very hairs of our heads; and much more | 

then will be tell the drops of blood that are 

ſpilc tor his ſake, and put them up in the 

_ Bottle of his remembrance. ' © 

We' may therefore” very well cry out 

with St. Hierom, Oh ! How great a bleſſ> 

ednels is this,, to receive great things for 
: ſmall, and Eternal things for Tempora) 
i - and further to haye the Lord our Debtor ! 
But thou wilt be ready to ſay, it goes hard 

to be in ſufferings every day z and though 

all other things might eaſily-be endured, 
yet death is terrible. Chriſtian Brother, 
T am aſhamed to hear thee ſay ſo, it is 

fooliſhly ſpoken, and like a Child, Know- 
elt thou hot thus much > I know that I aſ- 
cend to deſcend, flouriſh to wither, am 
- , \,  youngrogrowold, live to die, anddie to 
= © live bleſſed Frernally. Truſt therefore in 
E the Lord for ever , For in the Lord Fehovah 
E i everlafting fircngth, Ta. 26. 4. 

+> Fgain, St, Auguſtine comes into my 
\- Mind, who upin the Words of our Lord 
faith thus, Our Lord and Saviour con- 
cluded with theſe words, ſaying, Theſe 
ſpail' go away into everlaſiing puniſhment, 

but the righteous into life Eternal, Matth. 25. 
46, Iris life Eternal that is here promil- 
— ed, Becauſe men love to live here 'upon 
earth, -therefure liſe is promiſed: unto 
them : 
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them ; And becaufe they are much afraid 
to die, therefore death Eternal is threat-. 
ned unto them. What wouldeſt' thou 
have? Lifez Well, thou ſhalc have it. 
What art thou afraid of > Is it Death ? 
Well, thou ſhalt nor ſuffer it. But they 
which .ſhall be tormented in Hell Fire, 
ſhall have a deſire todie z and death ſhall 
fly from them, To live long therefore is 
no great matter; yea more, To tive al- 
w4ys, is no great matter; but T's live bleſſ- 
ed, thatis a thing to be deſired, that is a 
great matter-iadeed. , | 

Therefore. thou ſhal; live in Heaven, 
and ſhalt never die; there ſhalr thou live 
bleſſed for evermore : for neither ſhalt 
thou ſuffer any evil 3 neicher ſhalt thou be 
jafear of ſuffering it; for there it is im- 
poſſible to ſuffer any evil, There ſhalt 
thou poſſeſs whatſoever thou canſt defire; 
and what thou poſſeſſeſt, thou ſhalt de-. 
fire.{til] ro poſſeſs : Thou canſt not be caſt. 
out of poſſeſſion; and this ſhall ſati-fie 
thee, It was there, that David did ex- 
pe& to.have his thirſt quenched, and his 
hunger ſatisfied. In thy preſence. fulneſs 
of joy, 4: thy 6 band there are Pleaſures 
or evermore, Pal. 15.11. And. again, 
My ſoul thirfleth aftcr thee, Pal. 141. 6. 
And yet again, eAs for me, I will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs : I ſhall be [Outs | 

wen 
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when I 2wike, with'thy likeneſs, Pſal.17.15, 
This is a new and a ftrange voice fora 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhed 
with all kindsof Diſhes; and yet as if he 
were hunger-ſtaryed he hopes to be filled 
ar 4nothers Tablez his own Bread and 
his owa'Wine wopld nor ſerve bis turn, to 
appeaſe his hunger,or to quench his thirſt. 

here was other Bread that bie bad a wind 
to, and other Liquor that he fo thirſted 
after, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wa- 
ter of Life, For what is the plenty and- 
abundance of al the Kings of the Earth 
It is nothing elfe but meer want, And 
what is the datnty Fare at their great Ta- 
bles > Iris bur like- the Beggers Pitcher, 
if it be compared with the Fatneſs of Gods 
Houſe, and his Heavenly Table. Come 
Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved, 
ſhall the King of Heaven ſay; this Feaſt 


of mine ſhall never be ended; there ſhall 


comenoſorrow after itz asit is To day, - 
ſo it thall be For ever and ever. Neither 
can St, wor ror here contain himſelf, 
but he breaks forth again into this Excla- 
mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſſing all life"! 
Oh everlaſting'life ! Oh' life bleſſed'for 
ever | Where thete is' joy without ſorrow; 
reſt without: laboor; riches without loſs, 
health without 'fickneſs' ( there is no ſuch 
matter jn this life ) abundance without : 

defet 
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defe@, life without death, perpetuity 
| without corruptibility, beatitude* without 
' calamity z whereall good menare in per- 
fe& cha:ity, where all knowledge is in all 
#$ things, and through all things; where 
:$ the Majelity of God is ſeen in prefence, 
where the mind of the beholders is filled 
| with the bread of life: They always be- 
| hold Gods preſence, and' ſtill they defire 
to behold it ; they defire to behold ir, 
and yer without anxiety ; they are ſatisfied 
with it, and yet without ſatiety, 
And that thou mayeft underſtand and 
_} know, good Chriſtian Brother, that this 
ſuperexcellent' Glory, thefe caleſtial 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom js tobe 
bought, hear what the fame St, Aguſfine 
ſaith, I kave to ſell, ſaith God, 
3 haveto ſel]; come and buy Ecclu, 
it, Lord, whatis it that thou 5,9, 
haſt to ſell? I havereſt, Come 
and bny it, Whartisthe price of it > The 
price is labor. And how much Jabor is 
Eternal reſt worth 2 If thou wilt ſpeak the ©. 
truth and judge aright, Eternal reſt is 
worth Eternal labor. It is true indeed, 
but do not fear: For God is merciful. 
For ſhould thy labor be Eternal, thou 
ſhouldeſt never attain to reſt Eternal , but: 
{ that thou mayeſt attain at length toreft” 
- Eternal, therefore thy labor ſhall'nor be 
Eternal ; 
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: of Etern1l,; not but that it is worth {> much, 
but that. thou mayeſt at length-get the 
poſſeſhon of ir, - Indeed it is wor.hthe 
price, though jt be Jabor Eternal z3 but 
that it may be purchaſed and pofl-{[c4, it 
is neceflary that the price thereof be bur 
Jabor Temporal, Therefore Chriſtian 
Brethcen, let us rouſe up ourſelves, and 
{tir up one” another with this. exhortarion 
of St. Azguſtinc, which here followeth, 

Let us ſet before our eyes the life which 
is Eternal, and let us well conſider the 
nature of it, which we ſhall come the bet. 
ter to underſtand, by removing from it, 
whatſoever we account troubleſome in this 
life. . For it is eater to find what it is nor, 
rather than what ic is, And yetit is ſer 
toſale, Thou mayelt buy it if thou wile, 
Thou ſhalt not need to be much troubled 
or turmoiled abaut it, for the greatneſs 
of the price. The price is whatſoever 
thou haſt, and no more. Never examine 
what thou: haſt, bur: confider what thou 

art, Iris worth thy buying, though thou 
giveſt thy ſelf fur it, Give thy lelf, and 
thou ſhalt have it. What? Art thouto 
ſell thy ſe]f>. Art thou to buy thy ſelf > 
Behold, ſuch as rhoy arr, if.thou canſt be 
content to give thy ſelf, thou ſhalt have 
jt, Butthou wilt be ready to ſay it may. 
be: Alack| I am a wicked man; fox | 
| uc 
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fuch a man, perhaps will not be received 
for good payment: It thou beeſt not ale 
ready good, do bur give thy ſelf, and by 
ſo doing thou ſhalt become good, and go 
for current, Do but make a faithful pro 
miſe to give thy ſelf; and this ſhall make 
thee good: And being made-good rhou 
arta price of thy ſelf goad enongh : And. 
thou ſhalt have, as 1 ſaid, not only bealth, 
ſafety, life, and ſuch like as ſhall have an 
end 3 but alſo thou ſhalt be freed from 
many. miſeries: Thou ſhalt neither be 
wearied, nor ſtand in need of reſt, thou 
ſhalt neither hunger nor thirſt, neither 
increaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young 
nor wax old , becayſe there is no being 1+ 
born there; for there is full growth and *{ 
ſtature, and the entire and perte@& number 4 
of years, There is no number like unts Eo 
it :” For as it hath no necd of being aug- 


- mented, ſois there nofear of being dimi- | 
niſhed. behold what excellent things are 43 
ſpoken ot it! Andyer I cannot come near Ko 
te}ling thee what it is, or what good things T 17 


are treaſured upinit: For, it is written, 
Eye bath not ſeen, nor ear heard, [neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man, 2 Cor. 
2.9, And how ſhould my mouth beable 
to utter what the heart of man is-not able 
to conceive? | | 
And becauſe we have gone along 
A through 
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- thtough St. Auguſtines Books,. as it were 
. through ſo many pleaſtnt Gardens, and 
are now brought at length tothe Celeſtial 
- Paradiſe, let us ſeal and confirm whar hi- 
therto hath. been ſpoken, by the teſtimony 
of the ſame Father, If we were every 
_ day, faith he, to ſuffer all rorments, yea 
the torments of Hell it ſelf, and that for 
a long time together, . to the end that we 
might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and 
have communion and fellowſhip with the 
Saints: were it not worth our pains and 
ſufferivgs 2+ who would not ſuffer any ſore 
cow to be made'partaker of ſo much good, 
and ſa great Glory > Let the Devils then 
- lie in wair-for. me, -let them affault with 
temptations 5:.let my body be brought 
. down with faſting, let my fleſh be kept un- 
. der with prefſure z let me be wearied with 
labours, let my moiſture be dried up with 
- watching ; . let one man clamour againſt 
me, let- another diſquiet me, let me be 
bowed togerher with cold, let me be ſet on 
Aire with heat ; let my conſcience murmur, 
let my bead ake, let my breait be inflam= 
ed, let my Romach be troubled with ven- 
_ tofities, let my countenance-wax pale and 
bleak, let me be full of infirmities ; - let 
ty life conſume away with griet, and:my 
years with mourning ; let rotrenneſs en- 
ter into my bones, and let it ſpring up like 

a 
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a Fountain under my feet ; "let all theſe 3 
miſeries come upon me, ſo that I may 
have reft and conſolation in the day of tri- 
bulation, and aſcend up-unto the people 
of the Lord. For, What ſhall be the Glo- 
ty of the juſt, aud how great ſhall the joy 
of the Saints be, . when every face ſhall ' 
ſhige as the Sun / When the Lord ſhall 
begin to reckon up his people in their di--+ 
Kin orders, in his Fathers Kingdom z ' 
and when he ſhall render unto every man 
according to bis works, the rewards which 
he hath promiſed, that is, Heavenly for 
Earthly,, and Eternal for Temporal. 

Think rherefore upon the days of old, 
and call to mind the years which are yet 
for to come, Think upon Eternity, O 
man, think upon Eternity z think upon 
the Eternity of Torment, and the Fternity 
of Joy, which is to follow after this ſhore 
life ended?, and I dare warrant.thee, 
thou wilt never complain of any Adverſity; 
thou wilt never let ſlip out of thy mouth 
ſuck a word as this, This # 200 grievou,or, 
This. is intolerable, or, Thi + too harde. 
Thou wilt , I dare ſay, countall things. 
eafie and tolerable wharſoeyer can happen 
ig this life, and thou wilt never be better 
= Kay than when thou art moſt afli&- 
ed. 

It is teported by Fohn Moſchus of one 

N 2 Olympins, 
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_ Olympius, an old man of ſingular patience 
( who lived cloyſtered up in a Monaſtery 
near unto Fordan) that he had is mind fo 
bent and fixt continually upon- Eternity, 
that he had ſcarce any-ſenſe or feeling at 
— .all of any temporal ſorrow or miſery, 'For, 
( as he goes on with his ſtory Y upon a time, 
' as it happened, a certain Religious man 
turned out of his way to viſit him, and 
- © "finding himiin a dark Cell, a place, as he 
thou2zht, inhabirable by reaſon of heat and 
ſwarms of Gnats and other Flies; not 
without much admiration ſpake thus unto 
him. And canſt thou, Olympizs, endure 

to live in ſuch a cloſe Room, lo exceedin 
.hot, and ſo much preſſed with Gnats, arid 
ſwarms .of flies > But what did Olympians 
anſwer > And. doſt thou wonder at this2 
'T tell thee, my Son, all theſe are but light 
matters? I count-them tolerable, that fo 
; 'T may eſcape Eternal torments, which 
' are intolerable. I can endure to be-ſtung 
'by Gnats, that ſoT may not feel the ſtinz 
of Conſcience, and the gnawing of the 
'worm that never diet, This heat which 
thou ſo complaineſt of I can ſuffer eafily, 
when I think upon the Eternal fire of Hell, 
which is unſufferable. Theſe troubles,if I 
-may ſo call them, are but ſhort, and ſhall 
haveanend ; but the torments in Hell are 
without end, Whereupon fajd the fo 
, ly of 
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Certainly, Olympins, thou art led by the- 
ſpirit of wiſdom and truth 3. fo wiſely and 


rruly baſt thou anſwered, I would there 


were more of thy .miad, thatwould think. 


thus ſeriouſly upon theſe things; then cer- 
tainly there woull be more than there are 


now a days, that would after thy example | 


patiently ſuffer and endure all things. 


CHAP: 
The Conclufon of all; 


Euxj, the moſt Famous for his skill 
amongſit-a]ll the Antient- Painters 

that we have heard of, was obſerved to be 
very {low at bis work, and to ler no piece 
of his go abroad into the world to be ſeen 
of men, till he had turned it over and over, 
this fide and that fide, again and again, to 
ſee if he could ſpy. any fault in it : And be= 
ing upon a time asked the reaſon why he 
was {o curieus, why ſo long in drawing his 
lines, and ſo flow in the uſe of his Pencil, 
he made this anſwer, I am long a doing 
whatſoeverT take in hand, becauſe what L 


Paint, L Paint for Eternity. And thus © 


ſtands the caſe with all, we Paint alſo for 

Eternity. Whatſoever we do, ito belongs 

unto Eternity, that a man may truly ſay of 
N ! 


i 


268 The winth-Conſideration 


it thus, I write, Iread, [ fing, I pray; 


Ilabor, whatſoever I do, whatſoever L 


_, fay, whatſoever I think, all is for Eterni-' 


3f, Now if this be the nature of our 


thoughts, words and deeds, if they ſhall 
-/ - remain for 48 Eternity, we had need have. 


2 care what we think, ſpeak or do; it 
concerns us to look about us, to mind our 
bufineſs, not to go negligently and fleepily, 
about our work, nor to let any thing go 
out of our hands rude and imperfect, but 


to poliſh and perfe& it with all the care, . 
Skill, and induſtry that we can uſe, We 


Paint with Zeuxk for Eternity, When 
we have done our works, they are preſents 
ly tranſmitted to pternity, to be viewed by 
a -molt-judicious #h4 all-ſceing eye, that 
no fault can efcapez atid being viewed 


and cenſured, they are to be committed 


either to be Eternally puniſhed, or Etefe 
nally rewarded, What | have faid before, 
I: here ſay. again, becauſe it cannot be 
{aid too often, though I ſhould ſay it a 
thouſand times, whatſoeyer we think, 
ſpeak, or do, once thought, ſpake,or done, 
it is Eternal, it abideth for ever. 


Will you. hear what St. Gregory ſaith 2 


In all our a&jons we mult uſe great care 


and-circumſpetion, we muſt well weigh 


and conlider with our ſelves, what it is 


tbat we.take in hand, agd to what end we 
EPs do. 


, 
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doit; thar our minds be not ſet upon any 
thing that is Temporal, but upon thoſe 
things which are Eternal} Therefore in 
all thy ations Jabour to be perfe&. Pray 


for Eternity, ſtudy for Eternity, ſuffer for | | 


Eternity, comend for Eternity, labor for 
Eternity... So live to God, that thou 
mayeſt live with God ; ſo: live on Earth, 
that thou mayeſt live in Heaven, fo 
live for Eternity, that thou mayekt live to 
Eternity, 

Hear alſo-what St. Bernard ſaith; Our 
works do not paſs away as ſoon as they are 
done ( as they may ſeem todo) butas 
Seeds ſown in time they riſe up to all Ezer= 
2/ty. The fooliſh man which hath no yn« 
derſtanding,will wonder to ſee ſuch a plen= 
tiful increaſe rife up of ſuch little Seeds, 
be it goodor be it evil, according to the 
nature of the Seed which is ſown. But he 
that is wiſe will ponder theſe rbings, and 
count no ſin little : For he hath an eye Kill 
nat to that which is preſent, but to that 
which is to come; not to that which is 
ſown, bur to that which is reaped 3 notro 
that which is done in time, but to thax 
which remains to all Eternity. 

Oh the dangerous and miſerable mad- 
neſs of the Sons of «Adam ! God created 
us-unto the poſſeſlion of infinite and E- 
ternal goods; And why are we carried 

N 4 then 
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then with the whole bent of our aff: Kjons; 
to thoſe things. which are flitting and va- 
niſking 2 God made us heirs. of Heaven 
and Eternal pofſeſſions; And why do we 
fo miſerably intangle our ſelves in our ya- 
nities, and run. headlong to deſixuction 2 
Let us be wife in time, let us look well to 
our ſteps, let us make ſpeed on the way of 
_ Eternity: Let us fo Jive that we may live 
to Etcrnity, The way thither is ſhort and 
narrow , but the term thereof is very 
large. | | pil 

But O miſerable and fooliſh men thae 
we are! We fain would: obtain Eternal 
life, but we are loath to tread in the way. 
_ that leadstoit: We fain would be there 
but we will not take pains to go thither, 
Every man deſires to be bleſſed; There 
| is no man, ſaith St. eAuguſiine, of whar 
condition. or degree ſoever he be, but 
hath adefire after that life which is bleſſed 
for ever. Therefore that life is the com= 
mon haven at which all men deſire to ar- 
rive ; but all men know not how to ſteer 
their courſe aright, It isa thing which all 
men without controverſie would fain poſ- 
ſeſs 3; but how to compaſs it, what courſe 
to take, which way to go, that is- the 
point they cannot agree upon, We map. 
ſeek'it long enough upon Earth; and it is 
a-Queſlion, whether we ſhall ever find ir 
| or- 


or no! Not thatI condemn the ſeeking of 
it, but the not ſeeking of it in the right 
place, One js of opinion that the Soldiers 
life is moſt bleſled. But another denies 
that, and ſays, the life of the Husband« 
man is moſt blefled. And again, this ane - 
other denies, and ſays, that the Lawyers > 
life is moſt blefled ; and he gives his rea-" 

ſon for it : For the Lawyer is worſhipped 
by the people, and is much ſought unto, 
hs is ever taking of fees. and .pleadivg . 
cauſes. . 

And again, this another denies, and 
ſays, the Judges life is moſt bleſſed ; For - 
be hath power of hearing cauſes and de- 
ciding them,. And yet again, another de- - 
nies this, and ſays, - the Merchants life is *- 
moſ bleſſed : For he ſees divers Countries, 
learns many faſhions, gathers rogether 
.much Wealth. You ſee, dearly beloved, 
inſo many ſeveral kinds.of lives there is 
not any one to be found, that will pleaſe - 
all. But the life bleſſed for ever, that is it -* 
which pleaſeth all. 

Blefſedneſs therefore is not to be expe=* 
&ed here, buris to be ſought for elſewhere, . 
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and never to be found out, but by a-good © 


and godly death, Ung.dly men, thems, 
ſelves deſire to die the death of the Godly, 
but they will not live the life of the Godly: 
For to die well is.the way to felicity 3 but * 
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to live well is matter of laborz and yet- 
that is tiot to be obtained without this; - 
Ereynity depends upon death, and there is -. 
to. dying well without living well. Chuſe 


which thou wilt, life or death; If thou 


liveſt well, thou canſt not but die well; .. 


and it ſhall be well with thee for ever; If 


thou liyeft not well, thou canſt not hope. 


to die well; but it will be il] with thee tor 
ever, 

Not many years-ago a man.of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, then 
Rxligion in his heart, being asked what he 
thought of the ſiri& lives of the Religious, 
Atid the loofe lives of the licentious, which 
he eſteemed beſt; anſwered-thus, I could 
wiſh ro live like the licentious, but te die 
like the Religious, Some wit there might 
be in his anſwer, but I am ſure there was 
little ReVigion in it. He had ſpoke like a 
Chriſtian man, if he had ſaid thus, I defire 
to live the life of the Religious, thar my. 
End may be like his, - Bzizam could fay, 


Let me diethe death of the righteous, 'and les. 


fry laft end be like hz, Numb, 23.10. But 


he had ſaid a preat deal better, if he had. 
fajd thus, Let me live the life of the righte- 
Oz, that I may diethe death of the righteous, 


and that my laſt end may be like by, For 
whoſoever liveth the life of the Godly, 
ſhall be ſure to die the death of the Godly: 


And. 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the un- 
godly, ſhall be ſure to die the death of the - 
ungodly : Once he ſhall die, but that once 
ſhall be always, and that always for ever 
andever, 

A certain Soldier being called in queſti- 
on by Laniachus a Centurion, for ſome 
miſdemeanor or other committed in the - 
Camp, earnelitly defired pardon for that - 
once, and promiſed never to offendinthe 
like kind again : But the Centurion made - 
him this anſwer, In bello, bone vir, non -- 
licebit bk peccare: Oh Sir, know yourbus 
much, there + no offending in War twice. © 
But in death (alas? ) there is no offend= 
ing once ; there is no hope of pardon, 
once dead and always dead... He that dies 
once il}, is damned for eyer. | There isno - 
returning again to life, to amend what is - 
done amiſs, There is no appealing from - 
the ſentence of condemnation, if it be 
once paſſed, ' As death leavesa man, ſo 
judgment findeth him ; and as judgment 
leaves him, fo Eternity findeth him. 

It is the ſaying of Iphicrates, that it is A 
ſhame for an Emperor at any time to ſay 
with the fool, Non putaram, I did noe * © 
think it : Bur it is a greater ſhame fora - '? 
Chriſtian man to ſay, N on putiram, Idid ' + 
not think there had been ſuch a difference _ 
between a chake life, and A cy 5 "A 


\ 


%. 
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lite, I did not think that Eternity was to 
follow tter this life, T-did not think that I 
ſhould have died-fo ſuddenly. Alas ! 
alas! How fleepily do we go about the 
buſineſs of Eternity ! Whereas the nature 
of this mortal] life of ours isſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at anytime that we ſhai} 
live forany time, no not ſo much as for 
one minute, when as-we know for certain 
that we muſt depart from hence, and yet 
are moſt uncertain at what- hour we ſhall 
depart z and when that hour ſhall come, 
then alſo we ſhall ſeem nct ſo much to 
have lived, asto have polted unto death in- 
a-moment,- Here-we are bur as ſojourners 
wa ſtrange Land, and notas Citizens in 
our own Country-z we arebut Tenants at 
will, and not Free holders :- Will we, nill 
we, we muſt depart, For here we have nd 


continuing (ity, but we (eek one t0 come, 


Heb. 13.14, 
The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this 


queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hea= 


then become, and ſuch as-ruled the Beaſts 


"upon the Earth, that boarded up Silver and 


Gold, and made no end of their- getting ? 


' Barueh +3, 16, 17, Do they retain and 


keep their Kingdoms and their glory {i}l 2 


Nat fo; For thus ſaith the Prophet, an- 
" ſwering his own queſtion, They are vaniſh- 


ed, and gone downto the Grave, and othevs 
are 


#pon Eternity, 275 
re come up in their fteads, They dre vaniſhs 
ed, ſaith the Prophet z3 For they: were-but 
ſojourners, and no Citizens ;. they-4re gone; 
and others are come up intheivſteads y rheir 
Houſes are let out to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelyes, and gone down to the 


_ Grave, Bur if the queſtion be asked again, 


Where are the Princes of Heaven, whoſe 
dwelling is: above the: ſeventh Sphere, 
where are they ? It may be anfwered likes 
wile, that They are alſo- vaniſhed, and'os 
thers are come uþ in their ſteads but they 
are tranflated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there to abide for ever, wikheut all fear 
of being diſpoſlefſed-* 42 
 Letw Crownour {clues with Roſe-buds; 
Wild. 2, 8. Sing thoſe men of moſt looſe 
and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe- 
buds? .: Becauſe the beauty and ſmell of 
them is gone in one day, and they are wi- 
thered : And ſuch fading Crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly periſh, 
Burt as for the: Bleſſed, it-is not ſo with 
them, but they are Crowned with Jewels 
and precious Stones, whoſe beauty never 
fadeth, The woman mentioned in the 
Revelation had upon her head a Crown, not 
of Roſe-buds of the Garden, not,of Jews 
els of the Sea, but of the Stars of Heayen. 


Asthenthe Heavenly. orbs are incorruptie 


ble, ſo likewiſerhey-that inhabit them are , 
INCOTe 


4 who diedc 


Incorruptible, they are not ſubje& to any 


ehange, they are immortal, The Righte- 


ous 1ive for evermore, Wiſd.. 5. 15. All 
worldly things are tranfitory, but heavenly 


things are everlaſting, Here are we wea- - 


tied with labour, but there ſhall we-be 
refreſhed with Erernal reſt, Why do we 


ſeek for reit before our labour is ended? - 


We are yet upon the-Stage ; Therefore 
we mult at our parts: We have to deal 


with potent Enemies; therefore we muſt 


be. always -prepared to. Fight: We are 
Rill-in our race; therefore we muſt 


hold out to the laſt, Let us then ſoa . 


our parts, that the Angels may rejoyce to 


be SpeRators: Let. us ſo Fight that we 
may winthe Grown; letus fo run, thatwe- 


may obtain, . 


Well ſaith St. Gregory, if we well confi. 
der with our ſelves what and how great + 


things are promiſed unto us in Heaven, all 
things on earih will ſeem vile unto us: 
For what tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, 


or what heart conceive, how great the - 


' Joys bein that City which is aboye? Where 
we ſhall beara part in the heavenly Quire 


with Angels evermore lauding ard prailing . 


God ;z where we thall be in Gods preſence, 
and ſee him face to face; where we ſhall 
behold light incomprehenſible 3 where we 
all hare the priviledge of heavenly One 
an 
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and Citizens, tobe for ever incorruptibles. - 
Methinks I find my. mind inflamed and ſer 
on Fire, whileſt I am fpeaking of theſe- - 
Joys, and methinks it ſhould-ſet on Fire all +- 
that hear it.. Methinks ic ſhould ſo work ©: 
upon us all, that even now we ſhould moſt - 
earneſtly-and ardently-defire to bethere, - 
where we hope to be for ever hereafter - 
But thus much we muit: know, -that there - 
is no coming there without much labor, - 
Itis not I, but Paxil the Preacher that - 
ſaithit, Aman & not Crowned, except he - 
ftrive lawfully, 2 Tim. 2. 5; - Let thenthe - 
greatneſs of the reward encourage usand . 
prick us forward ;.. and let not the labor - 
and pains, the ſhort labor, and the little 
pains, binder us -or keep us back, We- 
muſt go on, and we muſt go on with per- 
ſeverance z. we muſt not ſo much confider 
the roughneſs of the way, as the blefled - 
Eternity which is the end thereof, And 
this the rage holy Father un Fe 
excellently, ſaying, This is a ſpeciat badp 
and roguliance o the cles, qake they-. 
know how to carry themſelves in the way 
of this preſent life in ſuch manner, thar 
by the certainty of hope- they are aflured, 
thar they have attained unto a great pitch, 
inaſmuch as they fee all tranſitory things 


. far beneath them, and for the love of 


Eternity trample all ſublunary things ung 
; er 


w—— -- wad 


der their feet, And this- is. it which'the 
Lord ſpeaketh by the mouth: of his holy 
Prophet, ſayiog- unto every ſoul that fo]- 
loweth him, I will lift thee up above the bigh 
places of the Earth. For as for loſſes, re- 
_ proaches, . poyerty,, diſgrace, and-ſuch 
like, theſe are, as I may- ſo call them, 
the lower. places of the. earth, which the 


lovers of this world, as they walk through 


the plain of the broad way, do not love to 
come near, but keep off as far as is-poilt- 
ble. But as for gain and profit, the fawn= 
ing and flattering of inferiors, - abundance 
of riches, honors, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the- carth, 
which whoſoever is worldly minded, and 
bath ſetled his affeQions on things here be. 
low, he, I fay,efteemeth bighly ; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great : But whoſoever is 
_ heavenly minded, and hath fetled his af. 
teQtions on things above, he, I ſay, e- 
ſeemeth them -not 3; becauſe to him they 
feem what they are, thar is, vile and baſe, 
For asit s With a man going up an high 


_ - Mountain, till the higher-be-goes, - the 


lower he ſees the earth beneath him : So 
it is with him whoſe converſation is in Hea. 
yen; the-higher he mounts from the.earth 
with the - wings. of pious cogitations, the 
farther he flies from the earth with the 
wings of his aiteQigns, He knows al 

S ag 
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the glory of this world is nothing, and 
therefore his thoughts and affeRions are 
altogether upon another world, This ivthe 
man that is lifted up. above the bigh places of 
the earth, ; | 
. You haye heard. what St. Gregory faith g 
It will not be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe. what St. Auguſtine ſaith, 
What is that? It is:a Leflon worth our 
learning, That which we.mulſt looſe, ſaith 
he, onetime or other upon neceſluy, ir is 
wiſdom todiſtribute abroad in time, that 
we may purchaſe thereby the reward of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long.in- 
deed, he lived in health; but Dent] 
at length he died. Methuſelah 34.5. 
lived longer than he ; but it fol- Gen. 5, 
lows, Andhe died, This is, or 279, .- 
ſhall be every. mans Epitaph,. + 
Et mortuwus eft, «And he died. For-we muſk 
needs die, and are. 4s water (pilt upon the 
ground, 2. $41, 14.14, But: the. ſoul is 
immortal, it is Eternal, it ſhall live for 
ever, Either in Eternal glory, or elſe in. 
Eternal torments. Here our lot is caſt, in 
which Eternity we ſhall have part, and, 
there is no revoking it, Oh bleſſed Eters. 
#ity, oh Eternal bleſſedneſs! How comes 
it to paſs that ſeldom or never we think 
upon thee ; or if we do at any time, .we 
doit but upon the. by> How. comes it ta 

| , paſs, 


be 2) Bt 
> OS - 
, L 


2809 The ninth Conſideration - 
paſs, that we do not labor more for thee, 


af f Re * EO OTESLY 3 
, od ROW ©. - ” rg ” I 3 * Bt F_ 
"Dm 


that we do not ſeek for thee, that we are 
not ſolicitous for thee, O Lord God, o- 
pen thou our eyes, that we may ſee and 


know what Eternity is, both that of glory, . 
and that other of torment, and how infi-: 

tice both z how bleſſed the one, and how - 
miſerable the other, Thou haſt created - 


Us untv thee, thou"hz{t created us unto 


Eternity': For thou art Eternity.” Thou + 
wouldeſt have us be partakers of thy Erey= - 


nity ; Lord, let itbe according to thy will. 


Thou haſt ſaid it ; Lord, ler it be accord-: 
Ing to thy word, Thou haſt promiſed; - 


Lord, make good thy promiſe z Make us 
partakers of thy Eternity. Grant that we 
may ſpend "the ſhort moment -of time 


Ree to us here in this life ; Grant, we | 


ſeech thee, that we-may ſpend it in 
ſuck a Religious and Godly manner, as 
men that labor for zteynity, contend for 
Rteynity, ſuffer for -Frernity. To this end 
cauſe thy Miniſters often to call upon us 
to think ſtill upon Ereynity 5 make us call 
one upon another in every place to think 
upon Eternity, . that ſo by thy mercy we 


may Reign with thee, O Eternity, and as - 
ny as it is poſſible may be kept from - 
ing evetlaſtingly. Hear this:ye Chri- 


peri 


ftitng all, hear ir ye Pagans; hear itye - 
Kngs and Princes, . hear it ye as 
; 0 car - 


% 
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hear it ye French, hear it ye Engliſh, yea, 
let all the World hear it, There can be no - 
ſufficient ſecurity; where there 4 danger of - 
lofing Eternity. | | 
Oh long, O profound, Oh bottomleſs, 
Oh Eternal Eternity ! Bleſſed are they, O - 
Lord, that dwell in thy Houge ; they ſhall bs - 
ſtill praifing thee, Pſal. 84,4. They ſhall ., 
prone thee throughout infinite myriads of : 
iQ. 
Moſes being near unto his death, come | 
mending unto God in his Peayers his peos - 


" ple Iſrael: and _y them, thus took: 


his leave of the Tribe of Aſher, and ſaid, 
Let Aſher be bleſſed with Children ; let bim - 
be acceptable r9 by Brethren, and lev him - 
dip his foot in Oyl; Thy ſhoes ſhall be Iron - 
and Braſs; and as thy days, (o ſhall thy - 
firength be. There % none like unto the God 
of Jeſurun, who rideth upon the Heaven in - 
phy belp, and in bk excellency on the Shy}. 
The Eternal God %- the reſuge, and under- 
netth ave the everlaſting arms, Deus. 33. 245 
25, 26, 27. Thus God fſtretcherh forthy 
the arms of his power throughout Heaven 


 Infinitely ; And by his arms all the World, 


all time, and all things in the world are 
direQed, guided and governed, So God : 
from the beginning, yea, from the Eter-. 
nity of his predeſtination, hath carried in . 
his brealt all the Godly, and doth ra | 

t s's 
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them dayly and hourly, and as it were em=' 
braceth them with his arms, Aſcend 
therefore, O my ſou}; and haveno more. 
to do with earth and clay, -Stretch forth 
thy ſelf, and aſcend up unto him that rid- 
eth upon the Heayens z aſcend up unto 


thy God, whoſe dwelling is in the higheſt 
Mountains, thoſe Mountains of Eternity : 


There ſhalt thou fit in ſafety, and behold 


the carth beneath : and ſo ſhalt thou plain= 
ly perceive how little and of none eſteem 
all things are here below, . which now 
either ſolicite thee: with love , or ter=- 
rife thee wih#ear ; thou ſhalt plainly per 
ceive whar a ſmall thing it is, whatſoever 
is contained within the Centre of the world, 
that little Globe or- point. of earth 53 thou 
ſhalr plainly perceive bow that all things 
ereatcd are vain, weak, ſhort, vile, yea, 
vanity it ſelf, yea, rather meer nothing in 
reſpe& of: God and of Eternity, There= 
fore ſeck'thou after the only true and (o- 
yeraign good, and'regard not other things; 
Truſt in God, rely onhim, open thy heart 
wide to entertain him;. tread under the 
feet of thy affe&ions whatſoever-is under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever allureth 


thee with ſmiles, or terrifieth thee with- 


trowns, think upon Eternity, and always 
xeep in' mind that excellent ſaying of 
St. Hicrome, no labor muſt ſeem hard, 


no. 


4 


_ *notime muſt ſeem long, all the while we 
-are ſeeking after Eternal glory. 
- Tris reported by St; Hicrome, that there 
* -Was upon a time a certain Came] haunted 
by an evil Spizir, which being brought be= 
fore Hillarion, a deyout and godly man, 
began to rage in ſuch a {irange and terrible 
manner, as if it would preſently have de- 
youred him ; But the Holy man nothing 
afraid, ſpake thus unto the evil Spirit, 
Do not think to fright me, thou evil Spirit, 
although that rhou haſt got a-Camel on 
thy back ; it is-all-one-to-me whether thou 
comeſt in a Camels skin, or- ina Foxes 
skin: And preſently the fierce Camel fell 
down before him, and became very tame 
and gentle, to the great laughter 'of all 
thoſe that tood by, Such' are all flatte- 
ries, fawnings, allurements, and tenta« 
tions of -this'world z ſuch. are all fears, 
' frowns, frights, and terrors. What doſt 
thou hope for > What: doſt thou fear > 
What doſt thou love > He that rideth.up+ 
on the: Heavens is thy belper.; -he ſhall 
embrace thee with his everlaſting arms. 
With thoſe arms of-his he is able to fetter 
all thine Enemies, whether rhey fawnor 
frown upon thee; be is able ata beck to 
ſqueeze them-in pieces like ſo.many flies, 
and break them in-pieces_ like a Patters 
Veſſel, Doth the pleaſure. then of Juſt, 
or 
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or gluttony, or intemperance ſolicite thee? 
\Thatis nothing ; Be not moved at it, paſs 
' It by, regard it not ; think rather upan the 
pleaſures which -are Eternal, Art thou 
terrified with threats, opprefled with ſor- 
rows, paſſed by with contempt, afliged 
With ſickneſs, tired out with poverty 2 All 
theſe are a matter ofnothing, The more 
violent theſe are; the ſhorter while they 
willlaſt » Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eyes 
unto the Hills, from- whence cometh my 
help, look up to Heaven, think upon Eter- 
-Bity, There ſhall 20 cvil happen unto the juſt, 
Proy. 3, 21, : 


-$1 frafu itiabatuy orbj, 


_ Horat, ImpavidamFfericnt ruin. 


Ur 
$9. 3+ The juſt man ſhall not be afraid, 
O4..3, Though Heaven fall upon by bead. 


\ 


Therefore the juſt man is never-ſorrow< 
fol: no tribulation doth ever affault him. 
'But are not the tribulations of the juſt ma- 
ny? Yea, but yer they make nothing of 
them, That only they count evil, which 
is Eternal, which ſeparateth a man from 
God, asfin doth, and Eternal death which 
is the wapes of fin. - The Preacher of the ' 
Gentiles bids us Look not «t things which 
are ſeen, but at the things which m— 

| cen, 


wy 


| ſeen, Why (02 For, faithhe, The things | 


which arc ſeen are temporal, but the things 


: which are not ſcen are Eternal. The things 


Which are not ſeen, the things which are 
Eternal, thoſe are the things which ate 


great indeed, whether they be good, or 
whether they be evil. 


But while we look only at the things 


: which are ſeen, and ſeldom or never at 


the-things which are not ſeen, what do 


- we make of our ſelves but great andfoolifh 
: Boys 2 Great, but yet fooliſh; at the beſt 


bur Boys, Ifthe Ice fall out of our hands, 
we-preſently fall a crying, and yet that is 


- ſuch a tbinghat we cangot bold long : We 


are frighted at ſhadows, and dream of 


.grear matters; we fpend our ſelves on 


luch things as not only ſhall thortly 
away for certain, but are already pain 


. away: For it is not ſaid, The figure, or 
-. the faſhion of this World ſhall paſs away, 


in the Future: 1Co0r, 7. 31. But, The 
Faſhion of this World paſſeth away,: in the. 
Preſent. It is paſling away already, - As 


all the goods which we- enjoy bere are but 


tranſitory, ſo all the evils which we1uffer 


. here are but tranſitory ; that cannot con=- - 


tinue long. Thoſe things which are nor 
ſeen, and thoſe. only have a permanent 
{tare chey know no end, they have noterm, - 
they are uot {ubjeQ go any gbapge, they 

| are 
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are firm, they, are immoyeable, . they 
are Eternal, I repeat it again, what [ 
ſaid a litrle before, for it deſerves to be 
repeated a thouſand and a thouſand timeg 
no labor muſt ſeem hard, no time mult 
ſeem long, all the while we are ſeeking 
after Eternal Glory. 

Symphorianus, a Chriitian young man 
after that he was almoſt ſcourged'to death, 
as he was dragged to Execution at Augue 
ftodunum, met his Mother upon the way ; 
But how > Not tearing the hairfrom her 
head, or rending her Cloaths, or laying 
open her Breaſts, or making grievous a+ 
Mmentations, as the manner of fooliſh wo- 
men is todo: Bur carrying her ſelf like an 
-Heroical and -Chriſtian Lady. For ſhe 
cryed out, and called unto her Son, and 
ſaid, Son, my Son, I ſay, remember life 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thine 
eyes to him that reigneth there, Life is not 
taken from thee, but js exchanged for a beter, 
At which words of his Mother, the young 
man was ſo exceedingly animated,-that he 
went'willingly ro' Ex<cution, and chear- 
fully like a ſtout Champion laid down his 
head upon the block,and expoſed his throat 
to the fatal Ax, | 

Hear this, O Chriſtians all, and re- 
member your ſelves. This is the caſe 'of 
every man livingz we are-on our way to 
& | death z 
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Symphorianus did ; but yet we are all go. 
ing, and we have not far togo. The Nos 
ble Armies of Martyrs which are gone be. 
fore us, they call unto us from Heaven, 
and ſay as the Chriſtian and couragious 
Mother ſaid unto her Son, as ke was goin 
to Execution, Remember life Eternal, 4 
up to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to him 
that reigneth there, Carry thy {elf there- 
fore like a Symphorian, whoſoever profeſl- 
eſt thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian, Do not 
hang back, be not loth to go, withdraw 
not thy neck from the Yoke, nor thy ſhoul- 
ders from the Croſs ; be not afraid to ſuf 
fer for Chrift, be not afraid to die for 
Chriſt, be not afraid to eat Fire, or to 
deyour ihe Sword for the name of Chriſt, 
Here ſhew thy ſelfa man, take good cou- 
rage, pull up a good heart, And when 
thou art at any time tempted, when thou 
art grieved; when thou art made forrow- 


ful, when thou arr vexed, when thou art : 


deſpiſed, when thou art made a laughing - 
Rock, when thou art diſgraced, wheathou 
art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when it is with : 
thee as it was with Fob upon the Dunghil, 
or, if itcan be worſe, then call to mind : 
Sympborian, and a thouſand more ſtour 
Chriſtians ſuch as he was, and learn of - 
them Chriftian courage and magnaniwity, 

O an 
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| death ; we go not ſo faſt FO | may be, 2s 
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| and boldly and freely break forth into 
theſe words, and repeat them often : 

_ Whatſoever I ſuffer here, is but a Modi- 
cum, it is but ſhort. Farewel then all the 
world, and all the things that are therein : 
And welcome to me, thou art welcome 


ETERNITY. 


Of Eternity there is 
no 
F-1N 1 5: 
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